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Introduction

This is a history of Johannes Dalen (1841-1913) and his wife Guri 
Erlandson (1856-1893) and their 8 children.  Their ancestral origins can be 
documented back to the 1600’s and early 1700’s.  We do have some clues 
for their origins going back earlier in time by the early results and advances 
in DNA testing.   This history will end with the names and birth dates of 
their 16 grandchildren born, which includes the 6 who died as infants.

 Johannes and Guri were born in Lesja, Oppland County, Norway.  
Johannes emigrated in 1879 and Guri in 1880.    They homesteaded on 80 
acres in a Norwegian community in Reno and Ben Wade Township,  Pope 
County, Minnesota.

Johannes and Guri had 7 children who survived to adulthood and old age.  
They were honest, worked hard, went to church, but accumulating fame and 
wealth was not their .

The sons and daughters of Johannes and Guri remained in close contact 
through their adult years. There were frequent visits and reunions in spite 
of the distance between the brothers in Canada and the sisters and brothers 
in Minnesota .  Summer reunions were held July 1963, Jun 1964, August 
1965, August 1967, May 1969, May 1970, and May 1971.

Over the years they exchanged and scrap booked, photos, post cards and 
professional portraits.  Julia Dalen Weisel saved a number of boxes of 
newspaper clippings, funeral cards, photos, and letters.  Family photos used 
in this book were from family collections unless noted otherwise.

Many of these photos were labeled and can be identi�ied with a person or 
family.  Where possible, these photos will be sorted into collections and 
donated to family or a historical society.   Unfortunately, a great many 
scrapbook photos will �ind their �inal resting place in a trash container.

This book is a way to preserve the history, photos, 
certificates and memorabilia of the Dalen and 

Erlandson families for future generations.



vii
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Part One: Where From They Came
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Chapter 1

The Emigrants
Introduction

This chapter provides the background for Johannes Dalen and Guri 
Erlandson’s decision to leave their ancestral farms in Lesja, Norway to 
homestead in Pope County, Minnesota 

Lesja was principally an agricultural region 
during the 1700 and 1800’s.  Most of the 
population, 70-80%, engaged in farming 
either as landowners or cotters, while most 
of the rest also had some connection with 
agriculture.2

It is documented that Norway and the 
Gudbrandsdalen valley from 1801 - 1815 
and 1834-1843 experienced many years of 
crop failure with frost as the common 
cause.2

Such a series of poor years naturally 
created hard times in a community largely 
dependent on agriculture. Not 
surprisingly, Lesja parish, of which Dovre 

then formed a part, was characterized as 
"the parish in Gudbrandsdalen deepest 
sunk in poverty.".

Two important factors bearing on 
emigration emerge from this brief survey 
of economic and demographic 
developments in Dovre: (1) The population 
increased rapidly toward 1865. A great 
majority of the people were dependent 
upon agriculture, which still employed 
traditional methods. As a result the 
resources within the system were taxed to 
their limits by 1860. The slightest variation, 
such as, for instance, a crop failure, would 
throw it out of balance.2

Lesja
Lesja, a municipality of Oppland 

County, Norway, is located in the narrow 
and highly mountainous Gudbrandsdalen 
valley.   The base elevation of Lesja is over 
3000 ft, with the highest mountain peaks 
reaching 7,200 ft.  Located in the rain 
shadow of western mountains, the 
Gudbrandsdalen valley includes the most 
arid region of Norway.   The average 
annual precipitation is only 16 inches.  
Farming is mostly confined to the 
relatively narrow valleys, while the 
uplands and mountain plateaus were used 
mainly for summer pasture.  The growing 
season in Lesja typically lasts 3.3 months 
(101 days), from around June 5 to around 
September 13.1 
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Nordwest-Blick vom Slådalsvegen in das Øvre Gudbrandsdalen, links der Ort Lesja, dahinter der 1.591 m hohe Veslhorrungen

©2013 by Otto and Mechtild Reuber ( Aufnahmedatum: 24.07.2009 )

Home / Register/Sitemap: Lesja - Slådalsvegen-Tour - Veslhorrungen - Øvre Gudbrandsdalen 

Why They Left Norway
By 1865, existing farms became too small to accommodate the increasingly large 

families.  In addition, there was little or no available land on which the children of existing 
families could establish new farms in the narrow Gudbrandsdalen valley.  The latter 
problem was further complicated by the tradition of farmland inheritance by the eldest son, 
which left siblings without the opportunity to establish farms of their own. 4

The more fertile topsoil occurred on the alluvial bottomlands, thus the farms 
were located along the more level, narrow valley floor.  Surrounding the valley 
were uplands and mountain plateaus used as seter or summer farms for grazing 
dairy cattle and sheep.

(2) Because Lesja farmers were 
dependent on agriculture for their 
livelihoods, a series of poor growing years 
led to hard times.  

Natural population growth, coupled 
with introduced food varieties from the 
Americas, still led to a growing population.   
The potato, adapted to a cooler climate and 
shorter growing season, was introduced to 
Norway about 1750 and widely adopted by 

the early 1800’s.   The potato was a natural 
cure all for the scurvy and vitamin C 
deficiency common to Norway.3

From 1801 to 1865, documented by 
census records, the population of Lesja 
increased by 81%, from 2,022 to 3,664 
individuals. In an attempt to provide for 
more people, many farms were subdivided 
during this period.   
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Our Great Grandfather, Johannes 
Dalen, emigrated in 1879 and homesteaded 
80 acres in Reno Township, Pope County, 
Minnesota.  His wife, Guri Erlandson and 
their 3-year-old daughter, joined him in 
1880. Together they established a farm on 
which they raised a family of eight. Close 
relatives and fellow Lesjians were among 
their many neighbors.

Guri Erlandson and her daughter Marit, age 3, 
sailed from Oslo, Norway on the Steamship 
Angelo7, shown here,  May 28, 1880.  Their 

destination was New York.

Emigrants from Kristiania 1871-1930,6
County: Oslo
Geographic area: Kristiania muni.
Given name: Guri

Last name: Erlandsd.
Gender: k
Age: 24
Residence: Lesje
Position: Pige
Date of emigration: 1880-05-28
Date of contract: 1880-05-26
Destination: New York
Ship: Angelo
Agent: Fr. Lie

Johannes Dalen’s father, Johannes 
Mortensen (1792-1877), farmed the 
Ansetdalen Farm in Lesja.  He had 10 
children, with 6 reaching adulthood.  Of 
these 6, only Johannes left for America 
(1879), but 6 of his Johannes Mortensen’s 
grandchildren emigrated, settling either in 
Minnesota or North Dakota.

Guri Erlandson's  father, Erland 
Kristoffersen (1823-1907), raised his family 
on the Myrlykkja Farm in Lesja.  Seven of 
his 10 children reached adulthood, and of 
these, 6 emigrated to the United States.  
Two eventually settled in North Dakota, 
while the other 4 homesteaded in 
Minnesota.  

The following chart on the next page 
lists the 6 sons and daughters of Erland 
who emigrated to the United States.

Family Backgrounds of Johannes Dalen and Guri Erlandson 

While poor harvest and famine years 
were a contributing factor motivating Lesja 
residents, mainly farmers, to emigrate, a 
primary incentive was the economic 
advantages and social prestige that was 
synonymous with the ownership of land.

The United States Homestead Act of 
1862 opened the door for the immigrants to 
acquire land. The act made 160 acres of 
public land available to anyone 18 years or 
older, for a minimal filing fee and 5 years 
of continuous residence. 

So emigration offered Lesja families a 
means to  acquire affordable, yet excellent 
farmland in regions with a longer growing 
season and overall better weather 
conditions than their Norwegian 
homeland.

Two people are said to have left Lesja in 
1853 but emigration from there did not 
really begin until 1864.2  Between 1853-

1949, 2,292 people are documented to have 
emigrated from the Lesja region.5

Many of the emigrants from Lesja 
homesteaded in Reno and Ben Wade 
Townships, Pope County, Minnesota in the 
1870’s and 80’s. Reno Township was 
surveyed and organized in 1867 and Ben 
Wade in 1869.

Lesja, Dovre and other Norwegian 
immigrants who settled in the area, 
organized the St. Pauli Lutheran Church in 
1874, initially (1875), in a log structure. A 
more substantial church soon followed, 
and subsequently was moved into the town 
of Lowry, after it was laid out in 1887. 
(Lowry was not incorporated until 1896).   
The St. Pauli Cemetery is located across the 
road from the original church site. The first 
burials were in 1874 and 1882.  
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Descendants of Erland Kristoffersen 15 December 2019

First Generation

1. Erland Kristoffersen was born on 30 Dec 1823 at Myrlykkja in Lesja, Oppland, Norway. He appeared in the census in
1865 at Myrlykkja in Lesja, Oppland, Norway. He appeared in the census in 1875 at Myrlykkja in Lesja, Oppland, Norway.
Erland appeared in the census in 1885 in Trondheim, Sør-Trøndelag, Norway. He died on 11 May 1907 at the age of 83 in
Lesja, Oppland, Norway.

Erland Kristoffersen and Marit Johnsdatter were married on 31 Oct 1848 in Lesja, Oppland, Norway. Marit Johnsdatter,
daughter of Jon Eriksen and Marit Olsdatter, was born on 18 Aug 1826 at Lyftingmostugu in Lesja, Oppland, Norway.
She died in 1918 at the age of 92 in Lesja, Oppland, Norway.

Erland Kristoffersen and Marit Johnsdatter had the following children:

2 i. Kristian Erlandsen, born 22 Jan 1849, Lesja, Oppland, Norway; married Christense Jakobie Monsdatter,
15 Oct 1876, Hemnes, Nordland, Norway; died 15 Nov 1905, Roberts County, South Dakota, USA.

3 ii. Johan Erlandsen, born 23 Mar 1851, Lesja, Oppland, Norway; married Anne Olsdatter, 1 Jun 1879,
Lesja, Oppland, Norway; died 12 May 1932, Lowry, Pope County, Minnesota, USA.

4 iii. Ole Erlandsen, born 29 Sep 1853, Lesja, Oppland, Norway; married Marie Andreasdatter, 30 Sep 1876,
Trondheim, Sør-Trøndelag, Norway; died 26 Feb 1928, Trondheim, Sør-Trøndelag, Norway.

5 iv. Guri Erlandson, born 21 Feb 1856, Lesja, Oppland, Norway; married Johannes Dalen, 25 Sep 1880,
Pope County, Minnesota, USA; died 29 Dec 1893, Lowry, Pope County, Minnesota, USA.

6 v. Mathias Erlandsen, born 1 Feb 1858, Lesja, Oppland, Norway; married Gurine Sjenstad, 29 Feb 1884,
Starbuck, Pope County, Minnesota, USA; died 14 Dec 1889, Morris, Stevens County, Minnesota, USA.

7 vi. Marit Erlandsdatter, born 16 Sep 1860, Lesja, Oppland, Norway; married Anders Anderssen Klepp, 27
Apr 1900, Lesja, Oppland, Norway; died 16 Jan 1930, New Effington, Roberts County, South Dakota,
USA.

vii. Edvard Erlandsen was born on 4 May 1863 at Myrlykkja in Lesja, Oppland, Norway. He died on 22
Mar 1865 at the age of 1 at Myrlykkja in Lesja, Oppland, Norway.

viii. Edvard Erlandsen was born on 2 Jul 1865 at Myrlykkja in Lesja, Oppland, Norway. He died on 8 Oct
1867 at the age of 2 at Myrlykkja in Lesja, Oppland, Norway.

8 ix. Johan Olaf Erlandsen, born 16 Dec 1867, Lesja, Oppland, Norway; married Gurine Sjenstad, 11 Jul
1895, Lowry, Pope County, Minnesota, USA; died 2 Jan 1945, Glenwood, Pope County, Minnesota,
USA.

x. Erland Erlandsen was born on 28 May 1870 at Myrlykkja in Lesja, Oppland, Norway. He died in Apr
1871 at the age of 0 at Myrlykkja in Lesja, Oppland, Norway. He was buried on 27 Apr 1871 in Lesja,
Oppland, Norway.



Chapter 2

Their Lesja Farms
Johannes Johannesen (1841-1913)was 

born and raised on the Ånsetdalen farm.  
Johannes’s father, Johannes Mortensen 
(1792-1877) and his mother Sigrid 
Harkildsdatter leased the Ånsetdalen 
farm which was located in Åsen, the 
town of Lesja, Oppland county, Norway.  

When Johannes  emigrated in 1879, he 
left with a neighbor Ole Johansen from 
the Øvre Lyftingmo farm.   After 
Johannes and Ole arrived at their 
destination of Reno Township, Pope 
County, Minnesota, they chose to use 
their farm name as their American 
surname.  Johannes shortened his farm 
name from Ånsetdalen to “Dalen” and 
Ole adopted “Loftingmoe/Loftingsmoe”.

Guri Erlandsdatter (1856-1893) was 
born and raised on the Myrlykkja farm.  
Guri’s paremts Erland Kristoffersen 
(1823-1907) and Marit Johnsdatter held 
the mortage to the Myrlykkja farm.  
Seven of their 10 children reached 
adulthood, and of these, 6 emigrated to 
the United States.  Two eventually settled 
in North Dakota, while the other 4 
homesteaded in Minnesota.  All 6 of the 
emigrants used “Erlandson” as their 
surname.

The  families of the Ånsetdalen and 
Myrlykkja farms were very close 
neighbors as the farms were adjacent at 
the end of the road.   

Kjelland, Arnfinn.  Bygdebok For Lesja 2, 1992, Page 471 
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The Ånsetdalen Farm, Home of the
Johannes Mortensen Family

Ansetdalen was first settled in the mid 
1730's when a newly married couple 
cleared the place. They received a lease to 
the farm (a lease was usually for life) in 
1752. When the first part of the name - 
Anset - came from is unknown. It is 
mentioned first in 1736 when Anne and 
Knute were married.

Ansetdalen was a tenant farm until 
1876.

Sigrid and Johannes (Great 
grandparents of Stella Dalen Olsen) took 
over the farm a few years after they 
married in 1820.

There were also farm animals on the 
place: a horse, 5-6 cows, 3 calves, 6-7 sheep, 
and a pig. The last year grain was raised 
for threshing was in 1955. The farm had no 
'seter' (mountain pasture).

First thing known about the place is 
that the liquor serving family number 1 
was taken to court for illegally serving 
alcohol and the resulting seduction of the 
served.

In 1792, the tenants received new (or 
higher?) leases from Knut Syversen Stor-
Avdem (1-8) on the use of the land. They 
had to pay 30 dollars and an annual fee of 
3 dollars. Of these, 2 would be paid in cash 
and 1 in work. Included in the leasehold 
was Vesl-dalen and Holakeren.

Ansetdalen was not a small farm. The 
tax records from 1865 and 1875 state that in 
1865 they had 2 horses, and there were 
only 2 or 3 farmers in the entire 
community that had 2 horses. The farm 
could support 8 people (the years it didn't 
freeze). There were many people on the 
place too, two families, two workers, so the 
men had to find work outside the farm. 
Hans (Stella's grandfather) is mentioned as 
a road worker.

Ten years later in 1875 there was a 
change in the managers, or workers, and 
the farm was considerable larger, about 2 
1/2 acres were added and eleven people 
would now live there. That was fewer 
people than ten years earlier. Now they 
lived reasonably well off the farm alone.

A year later, in 1876, the farm was 
purchased - not leased anymore. Until the 
1900's there were usually farm animals 
there. Ole (?) - who owned it then, was also 
a carpenter.

The farmer in Stugu bought Ansetdalen 
in 1970.  No one has lived on the place 
since. The buildings are falling down and 
the farm is used for pasture.

The preceding paragraphs were translated by Stella Dalen Olsen from page 509 of 
Kjelland, Arnfinn. Bygdebok for Lesja. 2 : Gards- og slektshistorie for nørdre del av Lesja 
hovudsokn. Lesja:Lesja kommune, 1992.
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Comments shared by Ann-Kristin Holshagen from Lesja, October 2013
      "And as for the looks alike or not - things changed dramatically regarding house 
building here in Norway around 1900. Old ones were torn down and new ones were built. 
Finally people got to buy the properties (earlier they had only been for rent or what you call 
it) that they lived in and ran. And new land came too as they put down the Lesja-vatnet 
(which was actually a big lake all over close to both Myrlykkja and Ånsetdalen ) The fields 
that slope down to the river today, were under water and at the bottom of the lake back 
then. So both scenery and houses have changed since then"

Ansetdalen farm about 1910.  Photo was in the possession of Julia Dalen Weisel.  
Also found on Page 509 of Bygdebok Lesja 2 by Arnfinn Kjelland.

Kjelland, Arnfinn.  Bygdebok For Lesja 2, 1992, Page 468

Ansetdalen Farm 1962
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Gaarden Onsetdal   (Onsetdal Farm)
Lesja, Norway,  September 1969
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By 2018 all the farm 
buildings were gone and 
the Ansetdalen  farm had 
reverted to field or pasture

2013 - The  last building on 
the Ansetdalen farm.
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The Myrlykkja Farm, Home of the Erland Kristoffersen Family

Myrlokken is situated down below an 
old road 350 meters east from Koladalen. 
The nearest neighbor is Stugu 300 meters 
toward the northwest. (Look up map page 
468)

So we looked up and come to 
Myrlykkja in 1750 - or the first in 1760 - 
year. The name is first used in the church 
record book in 1862, when the eldest 
daughter of resident numbe r 1, Anne, 
deceased.

Myrlykkja had cottage holding below 
Vesl-Avdem, and was considered country 
until the first royal road in 1846. But they 
didn't have tax fees and census records in 
1865 and 1875 is first rate holdings with 
cottagers. In 1878 it is tax divided, and is in 
the agricultural census.

In the west boundary of Myrlykkja to 
Stugu, in the north to Ommundstad, and in 
the east to Ansetdalen and Vesl-Avdem 
and south to home fields division at Leira, 
the land is flat.

Today the farm operation is grazing 
sheep. They stopped with grazing cows in 
1960. In addition there is 1 horse on the 
farm, and rabbits. The soil is clay.

Agriculture use and living conditions
We won't forget or slip over the 

opportunities of the olden times. We can 
look up and see they had economical 
waterways in about the 1830, and many 
later years. Kristoffer, number 4) held the 
mortgage on the cottage buildings and 
movable effects and the payment debt was 
set at fifty dollars in 1838. The creditors 
was the head clerk Lokra in Romsdalen.

Tenent holders bought the cottages and 
possessions and owned their own farm - in 
1846. They purchased the place and house, 
together they inspired happiness and also 
named Myrlykkja: the site on the south 
side for the name Plads, for fifty dollars. 
The debt per person in each dwelling was 
one dollar a year. To buy including the 
right of way between the woods and 
pasture, and bought a leasing contract. 
There wasn't a land assessment. In the 
contract study of it, they were badly off to 

buy the pair, and Kristoffer (number 4) 
nearly had to pay for the place. (From Rod) 
this is where they took their name from.

Kristoffer had an allowance paid by his 
son.

It is true the people owned their own 
farm in 1846, and it's hard to interpret 
whether the families benefited from owing 
their own or as the census shows, them 
moving away.

At first it was popular for the people to 
move - and the agricultural census in 1865 
and 1875. There after they didn't have 
holding taxes or commissioning land 
registration or appraisement 
commissioning. Look on the table on page 
466. It shows the livestock holding will be 
able to feed 3-4 men. The production of the 
8 laborers was enough to feed the large 
families of which we learned from the 
census. With one horse, perhaps they made 
the thoroughfare?

The next ten years brings and extends 
to the year 1875, with five men tending the 
feed, fewer men than the previous years. 
Now we will arrange the order of the eight 
laborers: Erland was a merchant. He didn't 
have a sufficient roadway for trade. It's 
hard to tell where the store was located. 
Marit and Erland's son worked as a 
laborer. Kristian was a tradesman. Johan 
was a shoemaker and Mathias was a 
landscape artist.

First in 1878 there was a property 
assessment. Myrlykkja then had became 
one-third of Vesl-Avdem, and the eldest 
son took over the deed of the store of Marit 
and Erland.

They moved beyond the valley by 1900 
- they all were uprooted.

Some of them moved to America, and 
sometime in 1918 Marit died, and the shop 
was sold at a low price. New people came 
in 1930, and in the store they sold sloops 
and fish, navy, and now animal transport 
and field industry and farm information.
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The Myrlykkja Farm, Home of 
the Erland Kristoffersen 
Family

Myrlokken is nestled below an old road 
350 meters east from Koladalen. The 
nearest community is Stugu, 300 meters 
toward the northwest. (Look up map page 
468)

 Further research revealed Myrlykkja in 
1750 - or possibly in 1760 - year. The village 
name was first read in the church record 
book in 1862, when the eldest daughter of 
resident number 1, Anne, passed away.

 Myrlykkja had cottage holding below 
Vesl-Avdem, and was considered country 
until the first royal road was built in 1846. 
The cottages at the time weren’t saddled 
with tax fees. Census records in 1865 and 
1875 show first rate holdings with 
cottagers. In 1878 the land was divided and 
taxed accordingly, and labeled as 
agricultural in the census.

 In the west boundary of Myrlykkja to 
Stugu, in the north to Ommundstad, and in 
the east to Ansetdalen and Vesl-Avdem,  
and south to the home fields division at 
Leira, the land is level.

 Today (about 1992) the farm operation 
is grazing sheep, however, grazing cows 
stopped in 1960. In addition, there is a 
horse and rabbits on the farm. The farms 
are rented.

 Agriculture opportunities and living 
conditions of olden times gave way to 
economical waterways about 1830, and 
many later years. Kristoffer, number 4, 
held the mortgage on the cottage buildings 
but was slow at collecting the payment 
debt which was set at fifty dollars in 1838. 
The government creditor location was in 
Lokra in Romsdalen.

 Tennent holders bought the cottages 
and possessions and owned their own 
farm in 1846. The dwellers purchased the 
land and house. The new owners inspired 
happiness and named Myrlykkja: the site 
on the south side of the name Plads, for 
fifty dollars. The debt per person in each 
dwelling was one dollar a year. To lease 
the right of way between the woods and 
pasture, the new owners purchased a 
contract. The purchase wasn't a land 
assessment. Further study, indicates that 
the owners shouldn’t have purchased the 
contract.  Kristoffer (number 4) nearly had 

to pay for the place. (From Rod) this is 
where they took their name from.

 Kristoffer had an allowance paid by his 
son.

 It is true the people owned their own 
farm in 1846, and it's hard to interpret 
whether the families benefited from owing 
their own or as the census shows, they 
moved away.

 At first it was popular for the people to 
move – as the agricultural census in 1865 
and 1875 shows. There after, the populace 
didn't have holding taxes or commission 
land registration or appraisement 
commissioning. On the table on page 466. 
The noted livestock holding fed 3-4 men.
The production of 8 laborers fed the large 
families is proven in the census. With one 
horse, the families managed.

 Continuing research advances the time 
frame ten years and beyond to the year 
1875. Further study indicates five men 
tending the feed, fewer men than the 
previous years. The order of the eight 
laborers is as follows: Erland was a 
merchant. He didn't have a sufficient 
roadway for trade. It's hard to tell where 
the store was located. Marit and Erland's 
son worked as a laborer. Kristian was a 
tradesman. Johan was a shoemaker and 
Mathias was a landscape artist.

 Beginning of 1878 there was a property 
assessment. Myrlykkja then had become 
one-third of Vesl-Avdem. The eldest son 
took over the store deed of Marit and 
Erland.

 The citizens moved beyond the valley 
by 1900 – the census reads that all were 
uprooted.

 Some of the citizens moved to 
America. At an unknown time in 1918 
Marit died, and the shop was sold at a low 
price. New people purchased it in 1930. 
Goods sold were as follows: sloops and 
fish, navy, and animal transport, field 
industry and farm information. 
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Kjelland, Arnfinn.  
Bygdebok For Lesja 2, 
1992, Page 495

Myrlykkja Farm - 1962

Translation by Barbara Schlichting, about 1997, of pages 495-496 from Bygdebok for Lesja. 2 

Kjelland, Arnfinn. Bygdebok for Lesja. 2 : Gards- og slektshistorie for nørdre del av Lesja hovudsokn. Lesja:
Lesja kommune, 1992.
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Chapter 3

Genetics -
Our Norse Heritage

DNA tests commonly used in genealogy are: Mitochondrial, Y chromosome and
Autosomal.  The most common test used is autosomal DNA which can be used to 
identify an individual’s closest relatives. The autosomal test samples chromosome pairs 
that are inherited from both parents and all recent ancestors. For privacy reasons, and 
given the many hundreds of relatives identified by autosomal testing, this chapter will 
only cover Mitochondrial and Y-chromosome results.

Mitochondrial DNA

The genetic material found in 
mitochondria (mtDNA)  is passed down 
from mothers to both sons and 
daughters, but only daughters pass 
mtDNA to their children.  This 
inheritance pattern reveals the direct 
maternal line, the mother’s mother’s 
mother’s mother.  Both men and women 
can test mtDNA

mtDNA testing identifies a person’s 
haplogroup, where their maternal 
ancestor came from deep back in time.

Guri’s mtDNA test was completed by 
Earl Weisel.  Earl’s mother, Julia Dalen 
Weisel, was Guri’s daughter born in 1889.

Guri’s mitochondrial DNA and her 
mother line can be documented back to 
the early 1700s. 

Earl Weisel (1917-2017)
  Julia Dalen (1889-1989)
   Guri Erlandson (1856-1893)
      Marit Johnsdtr (1826-1918)
        Marit Olsdtr (1802-1886)
          Marit Håkensdtr (1769-1861)
             Marit Pedersdtr (1744-1825)
               Marit Iversdtr (?-1764)

Guri’s familytreedna.com 
mtDNA test result is Haplogroup 
H, H1c2.1

All mtDNA haplogroups begin 
with a common ancestor in Africa.

 Haplogroup H1 “is believed to 
have originated in Southwest Asia, 
near present day Syria, around 
20,000 to 25,000 years ago. 
Mitochondrial haplogroup H is 
today predominantly found in 
Europe, and is believed to have 
evolved before the Last Glacial 
Maximum (LGM). It first expanded 
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in the northern Near East and Southern 
Caucasus soon, and later migrations from 
Iberia suggest that the clade reached 
Europe before the Last Glacial Maximum. 
The haplogroup has also spread to parts of 
Africa, Siberia and inner Asia. Today, 
around 40% of all maternal lineages in 
Europe belong to haplogroup H.1

Haplogroup H1 is by far the most 
common subclade in Europe, representing 
approximately half of the H lineages in 

Western Europe. Roostalu et al. (2006) 
estimate that H1 arose around 22,500 years 
ago. H1 is divided in 65 basal subclades. 
The largest, H1c, has over 20 more basal 
subclades of its own, most with deeper 
ramifications. H1 is found throughout 
Europe, North Africa, the Levant, Anatolia, 
the Caucasus, and as far as Central Asia 
and Siberia. The highest frequencies of H1 
are observed in the Iberian peninsula, 
south-west France and Sardinia.2

The above diagram was copied from Guri’s mtDNA test results at familytreedna.com 
on February 2022.  The mtDNA test performed was the HVR1 & HVR2 Full Sequence, the 
highest resolution test available.  As of February 2022 there were 303 exact matches. The 
red location markers are showing where matches are located.

Given the slow mutation rate for mtDNA, and H1 is a common European Haplogroup, 
apparently 303 matches are possible. Exact matches with a full mitochondrial sequence are 
not uncommon. Again, it's very small in terms of total number of base pairs, and it changes 
infrequently. The estimates that Family Tree DNA uses for a full mitochondrial sequence 
exact match are:
 •50% confidence level that the MRCA is within 5 generations (call it 125 to 150 
years)
 •95% confidence level that the MRCA is within 22 generations (call it 550 to 650 
years)3

Note: Higher testing levels (mtDNAPlus and mtFullSequence) include matching from lower testing 
levels. This means that someone who tests at the mtFullSequence testing level will have matching at 
the HVR1 level, the HVR1 & HVR2 level, and the HVR1, HVR2, & Coding Region level.
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The genetic material found in the DNA 
of the Y-chromosome is passed down 
virtually unchanged from father to son 
each generation.   Because females do not 
carry the Y-chromosome, the Y-DNA test 
can only be used by males. Y-DNA tests 
are typically coordinated in a surname 
DNA project. 

Because surnames are passed down 
from father to son in many cultures, and 
the Y chromosome is passed from father to 
son with a predictable rate of mutation, 
people with the same surname can use 
genealogical DNA testing to determine if 
they share a genealogical common 
ancestor.4

Given the Norwegian patronymic 
naming convention where children were 
named after their father, the Y-DNA test 
can’t be used to track our Norwegian 
surname.

Johannes Dalen’s Y-DNA 37 marker 
test was completed by a son of Otto Dalen.  
Johannes’s  Y-DNA and father line can be 
documented back to the late 1600s.

Otto G Dalen (1893-1985)
   Johannes J Dalen (1841-1913)
      Johannes Mortensen (1792-1877)
         Morten Johansen (1754-1824)
            Johannes Mortensen (1719-1769)
               Morten Olsen (~1679-1756)

Johannes only had  3 Y-DNA matches 
and they were at a genetic distance of 4, 
which is distant.  Roughly 400-500 years 
and 6-15 generations in the past. 

Johannes’s familytreedna.com Y-DNA 
haplogroup with the 37 marker test is R-
M198.  R-M198 is a subset of Haplogroup 
R1a.5

Haplogroup R descended from the East-Eurasian lineage P*, which expanded 
with East Asian-related hunter gatherers. Haplogroup R became dominant in an 
West-Eurasian population somewhere in western Central Asia through geneflow and 
genetic drift, and than diversified there. 

Y chromosome DNA
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The tree structure for R-M198 as of 2017:
            (# ofTest results 2/2022)
R - R-M207   24,640
   R1 - R-M173  24,444
      R1a - R-M420  3,776
         R1a1 - R-M459  3,725
            R1a1a - R-M198 3,717

The red arrow marks the R-M198 position on the R1a tree.  To learn our 
location further down the tree it’s necessary to upgrade the 37 marker test to 
the 111 marker or the Y-700 test.
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Haplogroup R* originated in North Asia just before the Last Glacial Maximum (26,500-
19,000 years before present). This haplogroup has been identified in the 24,000 year-old 
remains of the so-called "Mal'ta boy" from the Altai region, in south-central Siberia 
(Raghavan et al. 2013). This individual belonged to a tribe of mammoth hunters that may 
have roamed across Siberia and parts of Europe during the Paleolithic. Autosomally this 
Paleolithic population appears to have passed on its genes mostly to the modern 
populations of Europea and South Asia, the two regions where haplogroup R also happens 
to be the most common nowadays (R1b in Western Europe, R1a in Eastern Europe, Central 
and South Asia, and R2 in South Asia).

The series of mutations that made haplogroup R1* evolve into R1a probably took place 
during or soon after the Last Glacial Maxium. Little is know for certain about R1a's place of 
origin. Some think it might have originated in the Balkans or around Pakistan and 
Northwest India, due to the greater genetic diversity found in these regions. The diversity 
can be explained by other factors though. The Balkans have been subject to 5000 years of 
migrations from the Eurasian Steppes, each bringing new varieties of R1a. South Asia has 
had a much bigger population than any other parts of the world (occasionally equaled by 
China) for at least 10,000 years, and larger population bring about more genetic diversity. 
The most likely place of origin of R1a is Central Asia or southern Russia/Siberia.6
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Part Two: Pioneer Settlers
Johannes and Guri 

Our Norwegian Ancestors

They lived a simple, hard way of life.
Christians they were, the Bible they read.

They loved and cared for their family,
but never declared they "loved you" growing up.

They were very stoic, still are,
it's in our genetics, we Norwegian heirs.

                                    Verse by Marlis
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Chapter 4

The Dalen 
Farmstead

Johannes Dalen and Ole Loftingmoe 
were early settlers in Reno Township, 
Pope County, Minnesota.  They left the 
Lesja Parish in Oppland County, Norway 
together in the spring of 1879.  Ole and 
Johannes arrived July 19, 1879  at New 
York City on the ship S.S. Britannic 

On June 5th  in the 1880 US Federal 
census, Ole Loftingmoe was recorded in 
Reno Township.   Johannes is not found 
in the 1880 census, but his future wife 
and mother of his daughter left Norway 
on May 28, 1880 and he was likely 
arranging to meet her.  

In 1886 Johannes and Ole had 
adjacent farms in the NW corner of 
Section 30.

Before Johannes passed away on Oct 

22, 1913, he filed a will in May.  In his 
will he bequeathed 50% interest in all his 
property to Martinus, 30% interest to 
Julia and 20% to Otto.  Martinus and 
Otto, as residents, continued to manage 
the farmstead. 

In 1937 Martinus and Otto lost the 
farm to foreclosure for failure to repay a 
loan.  George Melvin Erlandson, Guri’s 
nephew, with assistance from Olaf 
Erlandson, Guri’s brother, purchased the 
farm for $3,000. The deed was recorded 
on March 29, 1938.

As of 2024, a grandson of George M. 
Erlandson is the owner and manager of 
the farm.  For 138 years, the farmstead 
has been owned by the Dalen/Erlandson 
family.

Introduction

Early History of Pope County and Reno 
Township.

Pope County was identified by the 
state legislature in 1862] and named for 
John Pope, a Union Army  general who 
had worked as a surveyor in the area. Its 
organization was effected in 1866.1 

 Reno Township took its name from 
Lake Reno.  The survey for Reno 
Township was completed September 29, 
1859 and was recorded in the Surveyor 
General's Office in St. Paul, Minnesota on 
March 16, 1860. 

In Reno Township two homestead 
claims were filed in 1861, one claim in 
1864, 17 in 1865, and many more between 
1866-1869.  In the 1870 US Federal Census 
for Reno Twp. there were 61 families 
enumerated and 64 families in the 1880 

census.  By 1870 Reno Twp. was fairly 
well settled, all the best farmland having 
been homesteaded.  Most of the 
homestead claims were filed by 
Canadians, English, Swedes, etc.   The 
Lesjians and Norwegians began 
purchasing farm-land in Reno Township. 
a decade later. 

On Jan 15, 1880 Hans Christenson 
filed a homestead claim on the East half 
of the NW quarter of Section 30, Reno 
Township, containing 80 acres.  This is 
the 80 acres that was purchased by Ole 
Loftingmoe in 1886.  Hans Christenson 
was from Gjerpen, Telemark County, 
Norway and emigrated in 1868 when he 
was 20 years of age. 
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County Ditch Number Seven in Reno and Ben Wade 
Townships.  Surveyed Oct. 1906, K.J. Kimney 
Engineer

The first public ditches in 
Pope County were established 
in the very early 1900's to 
benefit the public.  A Petition 
for Public Ditch was brought 
forward for each ditch by the 
public.  This began an 
administrative process which 
ended with an Order 
Establishing Public Ditch.  
There are 18 public ditches 
within Pope County.3

The Black Rush Pond and Marsh is now “County Ditch Number Seven”.  By 
1906 the pond and marsh had been drained to allow the land to be used for 
livestock grazing.

Even when the ditches were drained, there would still be standing water and 
wet areas.   The summer bugs must have been fearsome, and screens weren’t in 
use until the early to mid 1900s.4

Red River Trail

Black Rush Pond and Marsh

1859 original survey map of a portion of Ben Wade and Reno Townships.

The Red River Trail2, as 
seen on this survey map, 
cut across the NE corner of 
the 80 acres homesteaded 
by Hans Christenson   Note 
- The portion of the Red 
River Trail in Ben Wade 
Twp. is the location of Hwy 
55

The Red River Trails 
were a network of ox cart 
routes connecting the Red 
River Colony (the "Selkirk 
Settlement") and Fort Garry 
in British North America. 
Travelers began to use the 
trails by the 1820s, with the 
heaviest use from the 1840s 
to the early 1870s, when 
they were superseded by 
railways. 

Labeled in the 1859 
survey and marked in the 
1898 plat map, was the 
“Black Rush Pond and 
Marsh”. A portion of this 
pond and marsh occupied 
the middle section of the 
eventual farmland of 
Johannes and Ole.
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In the 2024 satellite view, the Black Rush Pond and 
Marsh is now “County Ditch Number Seven”. 

County Ditch #7

County Ditch #7

Erlandson Farm

2024
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 The St. Paul & Chicago Railway Company had claim to 40 acres  located 
in the NW quarter of the NW quarter of Section 30, dated September 1, 1877.   
This acreage was adjacent to the 80 acres homesteaded by Hans Christenson 
and was the first purchase of land by Johannes.  The railroad was built in 
1886 and and passed through the northern corners of the NW quarter of 
Section 30.

This photograph on the left of the former Dalen farm, now Erlandson, was 
taken in 2019 from the west and shows the land being used for livestock 
grazing.  The depression behind the cattle would be ditch number 7..

5
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Hans Christensen filed a homestead claim for 80 acres on January 15, 1880 
for $2.00 with location east half of NW one quarter of Section 30, of Township 
136 of Range 38.

Signed into law by President Abraham Lincoln on May 20, 1862, the 
Homestead Act encouraged Western migration by providing settlers 160 acres 
of public land.  In exchange, homesteaders paid a small filing fee and were 
required to complete five years of continuous residence on the land, building a 
home on it, farming the land and making improvements before receiving 
ownership of the land.6

First claims to Section 30, Reno Township

In 1886 the Chicago, Milwaukee and 
St. Paul Railway completed a line 
through Pope County.  “In 1886 the 
Minneapolis & Pacific Railway, now a 
part of the famous “Soo Line,” was 
completed through Pope county giving 
direct connection with Minneapolis, St. 
Paul and all points east. Four stations 
are located on this line within the limits 
of Pope county - Farwell, Lowry, Glen 
Wood and Thorson.”.7

The line passed through the east 
and west half of NW one quarter of 
section 30, Township 136 of Range 38.  
This was land was to become the 
northern portion  of the 1886 farm 
purchased made by Ole Loftingmoe 
and Johannes Dalen.
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Purchase History of 
Johannes Dalen and Ole Loftingmoe’s Farms

On May 6, 1886 Ole Loftingmoe purchased for $500 the 80 
acres that were homesteaded by Hans Christensen.  Hans, after 
completing his residence requirements, was able to sell his 80 acre 
claim for $500, turning a profit.

Ole Loftingmoe Farm

Note
Ole and Johannes left Norway in 1879 and were residents in Reno 

Township, Pope County in 1880. 
Johannes and Ole purchased their adjacent farmland in 1886.   In the 

Minnesota State 1885 census, they were enumerated consecutively. 
Checking with the 1898 Pope County Plat Map, they appear to be 
residents in the area of Section 30.  It’s possible they were already 
occupying the land before their purchase was arranged or recorded.
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On July 29, 1896 Ole Loftingmoe purchased 40 acres from Cornell University of New 
York State for $480.  This acreage was the NE quarter of the SW quarter of Section 30. 
Cornell had title to this property dated December 26, 1888.  Ole now owned 115 contiguous 
acres.  Ole’s two purchases for his 115 acres totaled $980.
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Dalen Farm

On June 28, 1886 Johannes Dalen purchased from The St. Paul & Chicago Railway 
Company 37.28 acres for $149.   The 37 acres were located in the NW quarter of the NW 
quarter of Section 30. 

The St. Paul & Chicago Railway Company had claim to 40 acres  located in the NW 
quarter of the NW quarter of Section 30, dated September 1, 1877.   This acreage was 
adjacent to the 80 acres homesteaded by Hans Christenson and was the first purchase of 
land by Johannes.  The railroad was built in 1886 and and passed through the northern 
corners of the NW quarter of Section 30.

In April 30, 1892, Johannes purchased 40 acres from Uri and Jeanne Lamprey for $240.  
These 40 acres were located adjacent and south of his 37 acres purchased in 1866.  The 40 
acres of Uri  and Renee Lamprey were dated  November 18, 1887. 
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On July 29, 1896 Johannes purchased 37.6 acres from Cornell University of New York 
State for $480.  This acreage was the NW quarter of the SW quarter of Section 30.   Johannes 
now owned 111-114 contiguous acres.  Cornell had title to this property dated December 
26, 1888.  Johannes’s three purchases for his 111 acres totaled $869.
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Johannes’ 1896 deed, part 2

Johannes died October 22, 1913.  In his will dated May 9, 1913, witnessed by Ole J. 
Loftingmoe and Hans Hanson (husband of Mary Dalen), Johannes assigned I. M. 
Engebretson as his Executor. 

 Johannes gave half interest of all his property to Martinus, to Julia he gave three-tenths 
interest of all his property, and to Otto he gave the remaining two-tenths of all his 
property.8

Julia and Henry had moved to Lowry per the 1930 census leaving Martinus and Otto to 
manage the farm. 

Ownership transfer to Martinus, Julia, and Otto Dalen
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On January 19, 1914, Johannes’ personal property was appraised at $1,270 and the value 
of his real property was appraised at $6,000.9
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81038 Warrenty Deed
This Indenture, Made the twenty-ninth day of March, in the year of our Lord One thousand 
nine hundred and thirty-eight between The Northwestern Mutual Life Insurance 
Company, of Milwaukee, Wisconsin, a corporation duly created, organized and existing 
under and by virtue of the laws of the State of Wisconsin, party of the first, and George M. 
Erlandson and Minnie Erlandosn, his wife, of Lowry, Pope County, Minnesota, as joint 
tenants and not as tenants in common, parties of the second part:
Witnesseth, That the said party of the first part, for and in consideration of the sum of 
Three thousand (3,000) --- dollars, to it in hand paid by the said parties of the second part 
the receipt whereof is hereby confessed and acknowledged, hath given, granted, bargained, 
sold, remised, released, aliened, conveyed and confirmed, and by these presents doth give, 
grant, bargain, sell, remiss, release, alien, convey and confirm unto the said parties of the 
second part, and the survivor of them, his or her heirs and assigns forever, the following 
real estate, lying and being in the County of Pope and State of Minnesota and known and 
described as follows, viz:  The west half of the northwest fractional quarter of Section 
thirty, (30), in Township one hundred twenty-six (126) north, of Range thirty-eight (38) 
west, containing seventy-four and seventy-two one-hundredths (74.72) acres, more or less, 
except the right of way of the St. Paul, Minneapolis and Sault Sta. Marie Railroad 
Company, as the same is now located and constructed over and across said premises, such 
right of way containing one and one one-hundredths (1.01) acres, more or less, and also the 
northwest quarter of the Southwest fractional quarter of said Section thirty (30) containing 
thirty-seven and six-tenth (37.6) acres more or less.  (…)  much legalese (…)
The party party of the first part hereby agrees to pay taxes on the premises for the year 
1937.  (…) more legalese (...) Notarial Seal, Milwauke Co., Wisconsin, Filed April 14, 1938 at 
1 P.M.

In the 1930’s the Dalen brothers were in debt.  Prices were bad, only a few cents for a 
dozen eggs.  The brothers weren’t able to make enough money to keep the farm.  It was 
foreclosed by the bank in 1937.  

The farm was then purchased at auction for $3,000 by George Melvin and Minnie 
Erlandson with financial assistance from Olaf Erlandson.  George Erlandson, son of 
Mathias Erlandson, was Guri’s nephew.  Olaf Erlandson, who raised George Melvin,  was 
Guri’s brother.

 Note - See Warrenty Deed below  

The Dalen Farmstead passes to 
Guri’s Nephew, George M. 

Erlandson

On December 30, 1958 George Melvin and Minnie Erlandson sold the farm to their son 
George Luverne and his wife Kathleen Erlandson for one dollar.
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On December 21, 2001 George L Erlandson and Kathleen Erlandson, husband and wife, 
conveyed the property to Mark and Beth Erlandson, as joint tenants. Reserving unto the 
grantors George L. Erlandson and Kathleen Erlandosn a life estate in and to the described 
premises.  

In 2024, Mark Erlandson, a grandson of George L. and Minnie Erlandson, is the current 
owner.  Thus the farm has been continually owned by an Erlandson for 138 years. 
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The Dalen Farmhouse

The house above was likely completed a few years after the 1886 purchase.  This 
was the primary residence of the Dalen family until the farm was foreclosed in 1937. 

The house was on a rise, above the marsh and faced south.  It backed up to a 
treeline on top of the hill.  The house had no basement and wasn’t very well insulated, 
if at all.

This house was occupied by 
Guri’s oldest brother Kristian 
Erlandson and his family in July 
1889.  By 1900 Kristian and his 
family had moved to Roberts 
County, South Dakota.  In the MN 
1885 state census, Johannes and 
Guri were resident in Reno 
Township and likely living there.  
The house may have been located 
in the Northwest corner and was 
subsequently re-purposed.   
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A granary was west of the house.  It can just be seen on the left in the photo above taken 
about 1925.  In photos taken before and after 1925, the granary is not present.  A mystery.

The grassy hillside was about 40 yards wide and 30-40 yards deep and bordered by a 
row of trees.  At the bottom of the slope was the driveway which came in from the road to 
the west. The house was located on the east side facing south. The barn was down below 
the house and about 15 yards below the driveway.
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 The outhouse was in front and to the 
left (east) of the house and set into a 
group of trees.  The house and the 
outhouse were connected with a 
sidewalk.  

In the photo on the right (taken about 
1920 or 1921),  Julia and Earl are standing 
in front of the apple tree in bloom with 
the outhouse in the background..

Earl, Easter Sunday 1919
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There was a flowing spring near the barn that provided water for the barn and house. 
A sod shanty was present on the farm. Its location is unknown, or it slopped down by 

the barn.  As its purpose was to be cooler, it likely was nearby or adjacent to a spring.  
 The soddy would have served the purpose of refrigeration in the summer and a way to 

prevent milk, butter and food from freezing in the winter. The soddy would have been  
inexpensive to build and fireproof.   Once electricity arrived in the early 30s, the soddy 
would not have been needed.

The contours on this 7.5 minute topo map are 10’.  The only tillable cropland on the 
Dalen farm, about 30 acres,  was located in the northern quarter of the 120 acres.

The southern half of the farm was only suitable for livestock grazing.
The house, barn, and other small structures were located on this south facing slope

North
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Taken October 1990. A natural 
spring is in this spot (center). 
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Martinus in the family car with
 Earl in the back seat

Otto hauling water
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The Erlandson Farmhouse

Early history of the Erlandson farm and farmhouse

After the farm property was foreclosed in the Great Depression of 1929-1939, it was 
bought at auction by George Melvin Erlandson with funding assistance provided by his 
step-father and uncle Olaf Erlandson.  

George Melvin Erlandson was born March 13, 1889 to Mathias Erlandson and Gurine 
Kjønstad.  His father Mathias died Dec. 14, 1889  when George M. was 9 months old.  The 
1890 Federal Census did not survive due to a fire in 1921.  The next Minnesota census taken 
June 7, 1895, recorded Gurine Kjønstad and her  4 children living with Olaf Erlandson.  The 
widow Gurine married Olaf on July 11, 1895.  Mathias and Olaf Erlandson were Guri 
Erlandson’s brothers.  It appears Olaf chose to keep the property in the Erlandson family

In the 1935 and 1940 federal census, owner George M. Erlandson, was resident in Ben 
Wade Township, Pope County, on the west side of Lowry.  

In the 1940 census, Erland Erlandson, first cousin of George M. Erlandson, was the 
resident recorded on the homestead. Erland Erlandson ( 21 Jan 1880 Lesja - 3 Jul 1962) was 
the son of Guri’s older brother John Erlandson and  his wife Anne Oldsdatter Pladson.

In the 1950 census, Gordon W., Gertrude Marie and George Luverne, sons and daughter 
of George Melvin Erlandson, were residing on the farm homestead.

Before 1972 the old house was torn down and in 1972 George Luverne Erlandson had a 
new house constructed below the site of the old house to serve as a residence for his wife 
and children. 



52

Farm satellite view in 1992 showing the 
location of the Erlandson house built in 

1972.

Farm satellite view in 2003

Sometime after 1992, a windbreak was 
planted to the north and east.

Farm satellite view in 2013 Farm satellite view in 2024
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1978 photos of the 
Erlandson farm

Descrip�on 2019

Sect   Twp   Range   Lot  Block
30   126          38         0      0

NW1/4 SW1/4; W1/2 NW1/4 
EX PT TO RR ROW IN  BK L PG 205

Property Address
14208 280TH AVE 
LOWRY MN 56349 

Land: 298600 / 298600
Till Land: 186700
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2024 Photos of the Erlandson Farmstead

Behind the cattle is County Ditch #7

Natural Spring
East side of the barns
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Window screens designed speci�ically to prevent insect entry were not patented in the United 
States, although by 1900 several patents were awarded for particular innovations related to 
window screen design. By the 1950s, parasitic diseases were largely eradicated in the United 
States in part due to the widespread use of window screens,
5) “Pope County Plat Map 1898”,  <https://collection.mndigital.org/catalog/pch:724#>
6) “The Homestead Act of 1862”, https://www.archives.gov/education/lessons/homestead-
act>
7) “Pope County, Minnesota - Genealogy Trails History Group”,   <https://genealogytrails.com/
minn/pope/history_county.html>
8)  "Minnesota Will Records, 1849-1985," database, <https://familysearch.org/ark:/
61903/1:1:FSPL-Y3R>, Johannes J Dalen, 1913; citing p. , volume Will Records Volume B 
1906-1918, Pope 10-0051 County, Historical Society, St.Paul.
9) “Probate Case Files, 1867-1921; Author: Minnesota. Probate Court (Pope County); Probate 
Place: Pope, Minnesota”, Ancestry.com. Minnesota, U.S., Wills and Probate Records, 1801-1925,  
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/9070/records/3355517>



Chapter 5

Johannes Dalen

Johannes Dalen
February 20, 1841 - October 22, 1913

Note - The original portraits of Johannes and 
Guri were very large. They became water 
stained in an attic.  Mabel (Hanson) Cooley took 
them and had small photos made.  This image 
on the right was from the set of Otto and Nettie 
Dalen.

The photo of Johannes above was scanned 
from an original, wallet size photo that was in 
the possession of Julia Dalen.Weisel.

Johannes at the Hans Hanson 
farm, about 1911-1912
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Johannes Johannessen was born 
February 20, 1841 on the Ansetdalen farm 
in Lesja, Oppland County, Norway.  His 
parents were Johannes Mortensen and 
Sigrid Harkildsdtr.   He was the youngest 
of 10 children.   

The 1865 and 1875 census records list 
Johannes as born  in Lesja.   His birth and 
baptismal record was recorded in Møre og 
Romsdal County which is adjacent to 
Oppland County.  His baptismal sponsors 
were from the Kvernes, Sorset parish.

Johannes had a daughter named Marit 
by Guri Erlandsdtr who lived in the 
Myrlykkja farm directly across the street 
from the Ansetdalen farm.   Marit was born 
September 1, 1877 and her birth record 
entry lists her parents as Guri 
Erlandsdatter and Johannes Onsetdalen.

Johannes arrived at New York City on 
July 19, 1879 aboard the ship  S. S. Britannic 
along with his neighbor from Lesja, Ole 
Loftingsmoe and Ole’s wife Marie.  The 
Pope County Court House naturalization 
record lists his immigration to the US as 
July 1879 to New York City.

Johannes made his way to Lowry, Pope 
County, Minnesota where other 
immigrants from Lesja had homesteaded 
and formed a community.  Early 
immigrants organized a Norwegian  
church called St. Pauli Lutheran Church in 
1874

Johannes farmed on 80 acres in Reno 
Township, Pope County, the location was 
Section 30,  Town 126 N, Range 38W.   
Johannes’s 80 acres were adjacent to Ole 
Loftingmoes’ 80 acre farm.   The 
Loftingsmoe farm in Lesja was just down 
the road from the Ansetdalen farm and Ole 
was related to Johannes’s wife Guri 
Erlandson.

 Guri Erlandsdtr, the mother of his 
daughter Marit left Norway for Minnesota 
on May 28, 1880.   Johannes and Guri were  
quietly married at the Pope County 
Courthouse on September 25, 1880

According to his death certificate, 
Johannes died of nephritis and pulmonary 
tuberculosis which he had for a duration of 
2 years.   His family reported he had been 
in ill health for a number of years.

Johannes died on Wednesday morning, 
October 22, 1913.  His funeral and burial 
was Monday, October 27, 1913, 5 days 
later, allowing travel time for his three sons 
living in Saskatchewan, Canada..

Biographical Details
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Norway Baptisms, 1634-19272

Johannes Johansen
Gender: Male
Birth Date: 20 Feb 1841
Christening Date: 12 Apr 1841
Christening Place: KVERNES,MORE OG ROMSDAL,NORWAY
Father's Name: Johannes Mortensen
Mother's Name: Sigrid Harkelsdr

The 1865 and 1875 Norwegian census states Johannes was born in Lesja.   His birth 
record was recorded in Møre og Romsdal county when he was baptized.  Most of his 
sponsors listed were from Kvernes, Sorset.

Source: Church book from Møre og Romsdal, Kvernes parish 1830-1853 (1553P)
https://media.digitalarkivet.no/view/2281/14510/71

Johannes’s Birth / Baptismal Records 1
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1865 census for the Johannes Martinsen family

 Ansetdalen, Lesja, Oppland, NO3

1865 census for Lesja, Oppland County, Norway
Municipality (1947): Lesja, Geographic area: Lesja paris
 Census district: 004 4de, Rural residence: 0046 Andsetdalen 

H.no. Age/born Place of birth Residential status Family position Marital status Occupation 
--
001 Johannes Martinsen 01 74 Lesja - hf g Husmand med Jord
002 Sigri Harkildsdatter 01 68 Lesja - hans Kone g -
003 Hans Johannessen 01 28 Lesja - deres Søn ug Veiarbeider
004 Johannes Johannessen 01 25 Lesja - deres Søn ug hjælper Forældrene med Bruget
005 Martin Johannessen 02 41 Lesja - hf g bruger det Halve af Pladsen
006 Anne Eriksdatter 02 41 Lesja - hans Kone g -
007 Johannes Martinsen 02 12 Lesja - deres Søn ug -
008 Ole Martinsen 02 9 Lesja - deres Søn ug -
009 Johan Martinsen 02 6 Lesja - deres Søn ug -
010 Mathias Martinsen 02 4 Lesja - deres Søn ug -
011 Kari Martinsdatter 02 15 Lesja - deres Datter ug

Martin Johannessen, born 1821 was the oldest son of Johannes Martinsen and 
Sigri Harkildsdatter.  According to the 1865 census, he took over ½ of the Ansetdalen 
farm along with his father. He would have inherited the Ansetdalen farm, but he 
relocated north to Rognmo, Målselv, Troms, Norway about 1870 and he died in 
Rognmo April 1871.   This left the farm to the next oldest son Hans Johannesen.  
Hans remained in Norway to manage the farm. The 4 oldest children of Hans 
emigrated to the United States, settling in Bottineau County, North Dakota..
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1875 census for Lesja, Oppland County, Norway
Lesja Census districts summary 004 0054 Ansetdalen (plads) 

H.no.  Age/born  Place of birth  Residential status  Family position  Marital 
status  Occupation
001 Hans Johannesen  01  1838  Lesja  b  hf             g  Husmand med 
Jord
002 Marit Johnsdatter  01  1843  Lesja  b  hans Kone  g  -
003 Johannes Hansen  01  1870  Lesja  b  s              ug  -
004 Johan Hansen              01  1873  Lesja  b  s  -  -
005 Mathias Hansen  01  1875  Lesja  b  s  -  -
006 Ingeborg Amundsdatter 01  1858  Lesja  b  Tjenestepige  ug  Tjenestepige
007 Johannes Mortensen  01  1792  Lesja  b  Fader til Husfaderen  e  Forsørges 
af Husfaderen
008 Johannes Johannesen  02  1841  Lesja  b  s               ug  Inderst. 
Jernbanearbeider

1875 census for the Hans Johannesen family
 Ansetdalen, Lesja, Oppland, NO4
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Johannes emigrated in July 1879.5

Johannes left Lesja, Norway and arrived in New York City via Liverpool on July 19, 
1879 on the ship S. S. Britannic.  He left Lesja with his neighbor Ole Loftingsmoe and Ole’s 
wife Marie Toresdtr.  From New York, Johannes, Ole, and Marie traveled to their final 
destination in Pope County, Minnesota where they joined a community of settlers from 
Lesja who homesteaded in Reno and Ben Wade Township. 

S.S. Britannic, arrived New York City from Liverpool 19 July 1879
 92: Ole J. Loftingmoe, age 25, Male, Minn, Steerage
 93: Marie ", age 25, Female, Minn, Steerage
 94: Johs. J. Aansetdalen, age 36, Male, Minn, Steerage
 Note - there were 600 passengers total with 456 in steerage

Naturalization6

Steamship S. S. Britannic of the White Star Line. 

Johannes Dalen, Naturalization declared attempt,
Johannes declared p. 129, 7 Judiicial Court
born in Norway 1841
emigrated to New York, July 1879
Swear to renounce King of Norway and Sweden
Subscribed & sworn to Oct. 19, 1880
Date of naturalization March 29, 1897
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Pedigree Chart - Johannes Dalen 8 June 2020
Chart no. _____
No. 1 on this chart is the same as no. _____ on chart no. _____

1 Johannes Dalen
b: 20 Feb 1841
p: Lesja, Oppland, Norway
m: 25 Sep 1880
p: Pope County, Minnesota, USA
d: 22 Oct 1913
p: Lowry, Pope County, Minnesota, USA

sp: Guri Erlandson

2 Johannes Mortensen
b: 8 May 1792
p: Lesja, Oppland, Norway
m: 21 Oct 1820
p: Lesja, Oppland, Norway
d: 2 Dec 1877
p: Lesja, Oppland, Norway

3 Sigrid Harkildsdatter
b: 18 May 1797
p: Lesja, Oppland, Norway
d: 26 Mar 1873
p: Lesja, Oppland, Norway

4 Morten Johansen
b: 30 Nov 1754
p: Lesja, Oppland, Norway
m: 20 Jun 1790
p: Lesja, Oppland, Norway
d: 27 Mar 1824
p: Lesja, Oppland, Norway

5 Kari Engebretsdatter
b: 1754
p: Lesja, Oppland, Norway
d: 14 Feb 1824
p: Lesja, Oppland, Norway

6 Harkild Jørgensen
b: 1763–1766
p: Lesja, Oppland, Norway
m: 17 Jul 1794
p: Lesja, Oppland, Norway
d: 4 Feb 1852
p: Lesja, Oppland, Norway

7 Marit Svendsdatter
b: 1760
p: Lesja, Oppland, Norway
d: 20 Jan 1832
p: Lesja, Oppland, Norway

8 Johannes Mortensen
b: abt 1719
p: Lesja, Oppland, Norway
m: 26 Jul 1755
p: Lesja, Oppland, Norway
d: 1769
p: Lesja, Oppland, Norway

9 Aagot Olsdatter
b: 9 Mar 1731
p: Lesja, Oppland, Norway
d: 1789
p: Lesja, Oppland, Norway

10 Engebret Jonsen
b: abt 1716
p: Lesja, Oppland, Norway
m: 1750
p: Lesja, Oppland, Norway
d: 1795
p: Lesja, Oppland, Norway

11 Sigrid Guttormsdatter
b: 1721
p: Lesja, Oppland, Norway
d: 1808
p: Lesja, Oppland, Norway

12 Jørgen Hansen
b: 1737
p: Lesja, Oppland, Norway
m: abt 1762
p: Lesja, Oppland, Norway
d: aft 1801
p: Lesja, Oppland, Norway

13 Inge Harchildsdatter
b: 1734
p: Lesja, Oppland, Norway
d: aft 1801
p: Lesja, Oppland, Norway

14 Svein Olsen
b: 1729
p: Dovre, Oppland, Norway
m: 1759
p: Lesja, Oppland, Norway
d: 23 Nov 1773
p: Dovre, Oppland, Norway

15 Anne Olsdtr
b: 16 Jun 1738
p: Lesja, Oppland, Norway
d: 1 Jan 1820
p: Lesja, Oppland, Norway
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The Family of Johannes Dalen
1.  Johannes Mortensen was born on 8 May 1792 at Avdem Stor in Lesja, Oppland, Norway. He was christened on 17 
May 1792 in Lesja, Oppland, Norway.  He appeared in the census in 1865 in Lesja, Oppland, Norway.  Johannes died on 
2 Dec 1877 at the age of 85 at Ansetdalen in Lesja, Oppland, Norway.

Ingeborg Toresdater was born in South Hagabykka.

Johannes Mortensen and Ingeborg Toresdater had the following child:

  i. Tore Bjolvered was born in 1816.

Marit Syvesdater was born in Randan.

Johannes Mortensen and Marit Syvesdater had the following child:

 2 i. Marit, born 1817; married Nils Torries, 1844; died 1903.

Johannes Mortensen and Sigrid Harkildsdatter were married on 21 Oct 1820 in Lesja, Oppland, Norway. Sigrid 
Harkildsdatter, daughter of Harkild Jørgensen and Marit Svendsdatter, was born on 18 May 1797 at Plassen/Pladsen in 
Lesja, Oppland, Norway.   She died on 26 Mar 1873 at the age of 75 at Ansetdalen in Lesja, Oppland, Norway. She was 
also known as Sigrid Pladsen.

Johannes Mortensen and Sigrid Harkildsdatter had the following children:

 3 i. Martin Johannessen, born 26 Feb 1821, Lesja, Oppland, Norway; married Anne Eriksdatter, 1848, 
Lesja, Oppland, Norway; died 18 Apr 1871, Rognmo, Målselv, Troms, Norway.

  ii. Marit Johannesdatter was born on 11 Apr 1823 in Lesja, Oppland, Norway. She was christened on 
13 Apr 1823 in Lesja, Oppland, Norway.

 4 iii. Kari Johannesdatter, born 27 Feb 1825, Lesja, Oppland, Norway; married Tore Paulsen, 1854, 
Lesja, Oppland, Norway; died 1906, Lesja, Oppland, Norway.

  iv. Hanna Johannesdatter was born on 11 Aug 1827 in Lesja, Oppland, Norway. She was christened 
on 19 Aug 1827 in Lesja, Oppland, Norway. She died in 1828 at the age of 1 in Ansetdalen, Lesja, 
Oppland, Norway.

 5 v. Sigrid Johannesdatter, born 8 Aug 1829, Lesja, Oppland, Norway; married Johannes Olsen, 19 Apr 
1860, Vaagaa,Opland,Norway.

  vi. Johannes Johannesen was born on 18 Sep 1831 in Lesja, Oppland, Norway. He died on 20 Sep 
1831 at the age of 0 in Lesja, Oppland, Norway. He was buried on 30 Oct 1831 in Lesja, Oppland, 
Norway.

  vii. Harkild Johannesen was born on 21 Aug 1832 in Lesja, Oppland, Norway. He was christened on 26 
Aug 1832 in Lesja, Oppland, Norway. He died in 1835 at the age of 3 in Lesja, Oppland, Norway.

 6 viii. Johanne Johannesdatter, born 13 Jul 1835, Lesja, Oppland, Norway; married Eric Eriksen, 12 Mar 
1861, Lesja, Oppland, Norway.

 7 ix. Hans Johannesen, born 23 Jun 1838, Lesja, Oppland, Norway; married Marit Johnsdatter, 21 Apr 
1870, Lesja, Oppland, Norway; died 1920, Lesja, Oppland, Norway.

 8 x. Johannes Dalen, born 20 Feb 1841, Lesja, Oppland, Norway; married Guri Erlandson, 25 Sep 1880, 
Pope County, Minnesota, USA; died 22 Oct 1913, Lowry, Pope County, Minnesota, USA.
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Last Will and Testament of
Johannes Dalen7

    I, Johannes J. Dalen, of the township of 
Reno in the County of Pope and State of 
Minnesota being of sound mind and memory, 
and considering the uncertainty of this frail 
and transitory life, do therefore make, ordain, 
publish and declare this to be my last Will 
and Testament.
    FIRST, I order and direct that my executor 
hereinafter named, pay all my just debts and 
funeral expenses as soon after my decease 
as conveniently may be.
    SECOND, after the payment of such 
funeral expenses and debts, I give, devise 
and bequeath unto my beloved son, Martinus 
Dalen, an un-divided one half interest in all 
my property, real and personal; unto my 
beloved daughter, Julia Dalen, an undivided 
three tenths interest in all my property, real 
and personal; and unto my beloved son, Otto 
Dalen, the remaining undivided two tenths of 
all my property real and personal.
    LASTLY, I make, constitute and appoint I. 
M. Engebretson to be executor of this my 
Last Will and Testament, hereby revoking all 
former Wills be me made.

his
Johannes J. x Dalen (SEAL)

mark
    THIS INSTRUMENT was on the day of the 
date thereof, … in our presence, who, at his 
request, have subscribed our names thereto 
as witnesses in his presence and in the 
presence of each other.
    Hans Hansen, residing at Lowry, Minn.
    Ole G. Loftingsm, residing at Lowry, Minn. 
State of Minnesota, County of Pope.
    IN TESTIMONY WHEREOF, The Judge of 
the Probate Court of said County has 
hereunto set his hand and affixed the seal of 
said Court at City of Glenwood, in said 
County, this 23rd day of December, 1913.

HENRY T. RONNING,
Judge of Probate
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Minnesota Deaths, 1887-20018

:John J Dalen
Sex: Male
Age: 72
Birth Date: 1841
Birthplace: Norway
Father's Name: Johanns Dalen
Father's Sex: Male
Mother's Name: Sig* H P*tson  [Sigrid Harkildsdtr Pladsen] 
Mother's Sex: Female
Event Type: Death
Event Date: 22 Oct 1913
Event Place: Reno Township, Pope, Minnesota, United States
Event Place (Original): Reno, Pope, Minnesota
Certificate Number: 10774

Johannes passed away October 22, 1913 at his residence.  According to his grandson, 
Johannes was suffering from “stomach” problems but according to his Pope County death 
record he was diagnosed with Nephritis, and Pulmonary tuberculosis for 2 yrs.

Johannes’s 1913 Death Records

Court House Records, Death - Book D, p. 84, line 123, Glenwood, Pope 
County, Minnesota, USA9

John J. Dalen, Male, White, Widowed
DOB: 2/20/1841
DOD: 10/22/1913, 72y 8m 2d, Nephritis, Pulmonary tuberculosis, 2 yrs
Occupation: Farmer
Father: Johann Dalen, Mother: Sigrid H. Pladson
Recorded 10/23/1913, Reno Township

Congregational Records, Minnesota, Lowry, St Paul´s Lutheran.10
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OLD PIONEER
DEAD

John Dalen Passed Away
Wednesday.

John Dalen, an old pioneer of Pope 
county died Wednesday morning at the 
age of seventy-two years. He has been in 
ill health for some time and death finally 
ended the long period of suffering.

The deceased was born in 
Gudbrandsdalen Norway and came to 
the country with his wife and one child, 
thirty-four years ago, settling on the 
farm which he occupied until his death.  
His wife died twenty years ago.   

Death has deprived the community 
of a good old settler and a kind father, 
leaving in bereavement seven children: 
John, Sigurd and Emil who live in 
Canada, Mrs. H. Hanson, Martinus, Otto 
and Julia who are at home.

The funeral services will be held at 
home and the St. Pauli church, Monday.

Glenwood Herald
Oct 31, 1913

Pope County, Minnesota

FindAGrave Memorial #: 11935954411

Death: October 22, 1913
Lowry, Pope County, MN
, Burial: October 26, 1913

St. Pauli Cemetery
Ben Wade Township

Pope County, Minnesota
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Muzzle loader of Johannes Dalen

Prairie Chickens were common in the earlier years of 
settlement in Reno Twp.  Johannes used to shoot them to 
feed his family.  On the right is the powder horn and 
ball bag used for his muzzle loader.  Johannes's musket 
had been donated to the Pope County Historical Society 
by the Cooleys despite objections from daughter Julia.  
According to Historical Society staff, when the shot and 
keg were donated, it was not possible to identify 
Johannes’s musket as donations in the era were not 
always labeled and cataloged accurately.

Johannes Dalen’s Probate Records12

Johannes’s will did not include 
his three sons, John E, Sigurd, and 
Emil who were residents of 
Canada.  He also did not include 
his daughter Marit, married to 
Hans Hanson, who were close 
neighbors.  

It is apparent Johannes and 
Hans were in agreement as to the 
disposition of the farm and 
personal property as Hans Hanson 
and Ole Loftingmoe were the two 
witnesses of the will.
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John and Otto Dalen (top)
Ole Loftingmoe, Martinus Dalen

Late October, 1913

Emil Dalen, 

J           John Loftingmoe,

                  Martinus Dalen,

John Dalen (sitting)

The Dalen and Loftingmoe 
farms were next door to each 
other and the two families were 
closely knit.   Ole Loftingmoe 
was related to Guri and they 
were near neighbors in Lesje 
before emigration.  The children 
grew up together, their mothers 
having died when they were 
young.   

Johannes died on Wednesday morning, 
October 22, 1913.  His funeral and burial was 
Monday, October 27,  6 days later, allowing 
time for notification and travel for John and 
Emil who were living in Marchwell, 
Saskatchewan, Canada.. (Sigurd apparently 
remained in Canada as he doesn’t appear in 
any photo).

The weather was chilly, thus the warm 
coats.  The recorded high temperatures at the 
Minneapolis - St. Paul airport were Oct. 27, 46° 
and Oct. 28, 38°. 
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Chapter 6

Guri Erlandsdatter

Guri 
Erlandsen 

Dalen 

1856 - 1893

Biographical Details

Guri was born February 21, 1856 on 
the Myrlykkja Farm in Lesja, Oppland 
County, Norway.  Her parents were 
Erland Kristoffersen and Marit 
Johnsdatter.

Guri lived across the street from the 
Ansetdalen farm and Johannes 
Johannessen (Dalen).  Guri had a 
daughter, Marit, by Johannes.   Marit was 
born September 1, 1877 and her birth 
record lists her parents as Guri 
Erlandsdatter and Johannes Onsetdalen 
and her birth as illegitimate.

Johannes left for Minnesota in 1879.  
Guri packed her trunks and emigrated 
with Marit by way of Oslo May 28, 1880.  

The average crossing over the Atlantic 
in 1880 was 7-9 days.  Shortly after her 
arrival to Pope County, Minnesota she 
married Johannes on September 25, 1880 
at Inherred Lutheran Church at Starbuck, 
Pope County, Minnesota. 

Guri and Johannes had more children, 
John, Sigurd, Emil, Martinus, Julia, Gina, 
and Otto.

19 days after Otto’s birth, Guri passed 
away due to  complications “Inflamation 
of the Brolis” [likely - inflammation of the 
mammary gland] according to her death 
certificate.

Guri was buried in the St. Pauli 
Cemetery adjacent to the St. Pauli church 
in Ben Wade Township, Pope County, 
MN.
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Guri’s Birth Record1

1856
Line 20: 21 Febr. |
23 March | Guri Erlandsdatter  Myrlokken| ugifte | Erland Kristofersen, Marit 
Johnsdatter

Sponsers:

Ole Myrlokken, John J Loftingmoe, Anne Onsetdalen, Aagot Brenden, M? P. 
Orderlokken

Recollections

Her children were 
young

when she passed away.

Much to our dismay,

we have no memories

to share today..
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1865 census for Erland Kristoffersen family, 
Myrlökken, Lesja, Oppland, NO 2

https://www.digitalarkivet.no/census/person/pf01038056002352 

County:Oppland, Municipality (1947):Lesja, Geographic area: Lesja parish, Lesja local 
parish Start year: 1865,  End year: 1865, Census district: 004 4de, Rural residence: 0047 
Myrløkken 

Residents:
 H.no. Age/born Place of birth Residential status Family position Marital status 
Occupation
001 Erland Kristoffersen 01 43 Lesja - hf g Husmand med Jord
002 Marit Johnsdatter 01 40 Lesja - hans Kone g -
003 Johan Erlandsen 01 15 Lesja - deres Søn ug -
004 Kristian Erlandsen 01 17 Lesja - deres Søn ug -
005 Ole Erlandsen 01 13 Lesja - deres Søn ug -
006 Guri Erlandsdatter 01 10 Lesja - deres Datter ug -
007 Mathias Erlandsen 01 8 Lesja - deres Søn ug -
008 Edvard Erlandsen 01 1 Lesja - deres Søn ug -
009 Marit Erlandsdatter 01 6 Lesja - deres Datter ug -
010 Kristoffer Erlandsen 02 79 Lesja - Hans Fader e Føderaadsmand
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https://www.digitalarkivet.no/census/person/pf01052086002315 

1875 census for 0512P Lesja, County:Oppland, Municipality (1947):Lesja, Geographic area:
Lesja parish, , Lesja local parish, Lesjaskog local parish, Start year: 1875, End year: 1875 
Census district: 004 , Rural residence: 0053 Myrløkken (plads) 

Residents:
 H.no. Age/born Place of birth Residential status Family position Marital status 
Occupation
001 Erland Kristoffersen 01 1823 Lesja b hf g Husmand med Jord. Handelsmand
002 Marit Johnsdatter 01 1826 Lesja b hans Kone g -
003 Kristian Erlandsen 01 1849 Lesja b s ug Handelskarl
004 Johan Erlandsen 01 1851 Lesja b s - Skomager
005 Guri Erlandsdatter 01 1856 Lesja b d ug Hjælper Forældrene
006 Mathias Erlandsen 01 1858 Lesja b s - Malerdreng
007 Marit Erlandsdatter 01 1860 Lesja b d - Hjælper Forældrene
008 Johan Olaf Erlandsen 01 1867 Lesja b s - -

1875 census for Erland Kristoffersen family, 
Myrlökken, Lesja, Oppland, NO3
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Pedigree of Guri Erlandsdatter 30 June 2023
Chart no. 1
No. 1 on this chart is the same as no. 1 on chart no. 1

1 Guri Erlandson
b: 21 Feb 1856
p: Lesja, Oppland, Norway
m: 25 Sep 1880
p: Starbuck, Pope County, Minnesota, USA
d: 29 Dec 1893
p: Lowry, Pope County, Minnesota, USA

sp: Johannes Dalen

2 Erland Kristoffersen
b: 30 Dec 1823
p: Lesja, Oppland, Norway
m: 31 Oct 1848
p: Lesja, Oppland, Norway
d: 11 May 1907
p: Lesja, Oppland, Norway

3 Marit Johnsdatter
b: 18 Aug 1826
p: Lesja, Oppland, Norway
d: 1918
p: Lesja, Oppland, Norway

4 Kristoffer Erlandsen
b: 14 Dec 1787
p: Lesja, Oppland, Norway
m: 13 Nov 1823
p: Lesja, Oppland, Norway
d: bet 1865 and 1875
p: Lesja, Oppland, Norway

5 Guri Olsdatter
b: 1795
p: Lesja, Oppland, Norway
d: Jun 1830
p: Lesja, Oppland, Norway

6 Jon Eriksen
b: 23 Mar 1795
p: Lesja, Oppland, Norway
m: 13 Nov 1823
p: Lesja, Oppland, Norway
d: 1862
p: Lesja, Oppland, Norway

7 Marit Olsdatter
b: 26 Nov 1802
p: Lesja, Oppland, Norway
d: 1886
p: Lesja, Oppland, Norway

8 Erland Kristoffersen
b: 28 Jul 1748
p: Lesja, Oppland, Norway
m: 1780
p: Lesja, Oppland, Norway
d: 5 May 1799
p: Lesja, Oppland, Norway

9 Ingeborg Pedersdatter
b: 27 Jan 1756
p: Lesja, Oppland, Norway
d: 30 Sep 1838
p: Lesja, Oppland, Norway

10 Ole Toresen
b: abt 1764
p: Lesja, Oppland, Norway
m: 19 May 1792
p: Lesja, Oppland, Norway
d: 24 Dec 1848
p: Lesja, Oppland, Norway

11 Ragnild Jørgensdatter
b: 8 Oct 1767
p: Lesja, Oppland, Norway
d: 11 Sep 1835
p: Lesja, Oppland, Norway

12 Erik Jonsen
b: 1753
p: Lesja, Oppland, Norway
m:
p:
d: 10 Sep 1836
p: Lesja, Oppland, Norway

13 Marit Ingebretsdtr
b: 22 Jun 1774
p: Lesja, Oppland, Norway
d:
p:

14 Ola Pedersen
b: 1759
p: Lesja, Oppland, Norway
m: 31 Oct 1791
p: Lesja, Oppland, Norway
d: 1843
p: Lesja, Oppland, Norway

15 Marit Håkensdtr
b: 22 Jul 1769
p: Lesja, Oppland, Norway
d: 1861
p: Lesja, Oppland, Norway
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The Family of Guri Erlandson 1 July 2023

First Generation

1. Kristoffer Erlandsen was born on 14 Dec 1787 at Øvre Lyftingmo in Lesja, Oppland, Norway. He died between 1865
and 1875 at the age of 78 at Myrlykkja in Lesja, Oppland, Norway.

Kristoffer Erlandsen and Guri Olsdatter were married on 13 Nov 1823 at Myrlykkja in Lesja, Oppland, Norway. Guri
Olsdatter, daughter of Ole Toresen and Ragnild Jørgensdatter, was born in 1795 at Holåkhågån in Lesja, Oppland, Norway.
She died in Jun 1830 at the age of 35 at Myrlykkja in Lesja, Oppland, Norway.

Kristoffer Erlandsen and Guri Olsdatter had the following children:

2 i. Erland Kristoffersen, born 30 Dec 1823, Lesja, Oppland, Norway; married Marit Johnsdatter, 31 Oct
1848, Lesja, Oppland, Norway; died 11 May 1907, Lesja, Oppland, Norway.

3 ii. Ole Kristoffersen, born 31 Oct 1826, Lesja, Oppland, Norway; married Anne Johannesdatter, 13 Jul
1859, Lesja, Oppland, Norway; died 6 Apr 1900, Lesja, Oppland, Norway.

iii. Ole Kristoffersen was born on 8 Feb 1830 at Myrlykkja in Lesja, Oppland, Norway. He died on 16 Feb
1830 at the age of 0 in Lesja, Oppland, Norway.

Second Generation

2. Erland Kristoffersen was born on 30 Dec 1823 at Myrlykkja in Lesja, Oppland, Norway. He appeared in the census in
1865 at Myrlykkja in Lesja, Oppland, Norway. He appeared in the census in 1875 at Myrlykkja in Lesja, Oppland, Norway.
Erland appeared in the census in 1885 in Trondheim, Sør-Trøndelag, Norway. He died on 11 May 1907 at the age of 83 in
Lesja, Oppland, Norway.

Erland Kristoffersen and Marit Johnsdatter were married on 31 Oct 1848 in Lesja, Oppland, Norway. Marit Johnsdatter,
daughter of Jon Eriksen and Marit Olsdatter, was born on 18 Aug 1826 at Lyftingmostugu in Lesja, Oppland, Norway.
She died in 1918 at the age of 92 in Lesja, Oppland, Norway.

Erland Kristoffersen and Marit Johnsdatter had the following children:

4 i. Kristian Erlandsen, born 22 Jan 1849, Lesja, Oppland, Norway; married Christense Jakobie Monsdatter,
15 Oct 1876, Elsfjord, Nordland, Norway; died 15 Nov 1905, Roberts County, South Dakota, USA.

5 ii. Johan Erlandsen, born 23 Mar 1851, Lesja, Oppland, Norway; married Anne Olsdatter Pladson, 1 Jun
1879, Lesja, Oppland, Norway; died 12 May 1932, Lowry, Pope County, Minnesota, USA.

6 iii. Ole Erlandsen, born 29 Sep 1853, Lesja, Oppland, Norway; married Marie Andreasdatter, 30 Sep 1876,
Trondheim, Sør-Trøndelag, Norway; died 26 Feb 1928, Trondheim, Sør-Trøndelag, Norway.

7 iv. Guri Erlandson, born 21 Feb 1856, Lesja, Oppland, Norway; married Johannes Dalen, 25 Sep 1880,
Starbuck, Pope County, Minnesota, USA; died 29 Dec 1893, Lowry, Pope County, Minnesota, USA.

8 v. Mathias Erlandsen, born 1 Feb 1858, Lesja, Oppland, Norway; married Gurine Kjønstad, 29 Feb 1884,
Starbuck, Pope County, Minnesota, USA; died 14 Dec 1889, Morris, Stevens County, Minnesota, USA.

9 vi. Marit Erlandsdatter, born 16 Sep 1860, Lesja, Oppland, Norway; married Anders Anderssen Klepp, 27
Apr 1900, Lesja, Oppland, Norway; died 16 Jan 1930, New Effington, Roberts County, South Dakota,
USA.

vii. Edvard Erlandsen was born on 4 May 1863 at Myrlykkja in Lesja, Oppland, Norway. He died on 22
Mar 1865 at the age of 1 at Myrlykkja in Lesja, Oppland, Norway.

viii. Edvard Erlandsen was born on 2 Jul 1865 at Myrlykkja in Lesja, Oppland, Norway. He died on 8 Oct
1867 at the age of 2 at Myrlykkja in Lesja, Oppland, Norway.

10 ix. Johan Olaf Erlandsen, born 16 Dec 1867, Lesja, Oppland, Norway; married Gurine Kjønstad, 11 Jul
1895, Lowry, Pope County, Minnesota, USA; died 2 Jan 1945, Glenwood, Pope County, Minnesota,
USA.
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The Family of Guri Erlandson 1 July 2023
x. Erland Erlandsen was born on 28 May 1870 at Myrlykkja in Lesja, Oppland, Norway. He died in Apr

1871 at the age of 0 at Myrlykkja in Lesja, Oppland, Norway. He was buried on 27 Apr 1871 in Lesja,
Oppland, Norway.

3. Ole Kristoffersen was born on 31 Oct 1826 at Myrlykkja in Lesja, Oppland, Norway. He owned in 1850 at Olderløkken
in Lesja, Oppland, Norway. He appeared in the census in 1865 at Orderløkken mittre in Lesja, Oppland, Norway. Ole
appeared in the census in 1875 at Olderløkken in Lesja, Oppland, Norway. He died on 6 Apr 1900 at the age of 73 at
Orderløkken in Lesja, Oppland, Norway.

Ole Kristoffersen and Anne Johannesdatter were married on 13 Jul 1859 in Lesja, Oppland, Norway. Anne Johannesdatter
was born on 12 Mar 1837 in Lesja, Oppland, Norway. She died on 18 Mar 1877 at the age of 40 in Lesja, Oppland,
Norway.

Ole Kristoffersen and Anne Johannesdatter had the following children:

11 i. Guri Olsdatter, born 29 Apr 1860, Lesja, Oppland, Norway; married Mathias Pederssen, 5 Apr 1887,
Lesja, Oppland, Norway; died 13 Jan 1891, Lesja, Oppland, Norway.

12 ii. Mathias Olsen, born 8 Aug 1861, Lesja, Oppland, Norway; married Rebekka E. Amble, 1890, Norway;
married Ragna Skogsaas, abt 1919, Mosjøen, Nordland, Norway; died 1924, Vefsn, Nordland, Norway.

iii. Marit Olsdatter was born in 1864 in Lesja, Oppland, Norway. She died in 1884 at the age of 20 in
Lesja, Oppland, Norway.

13 iv. Karl Johan Olsen, born 3 Sep 1870, Lesja, Oppland, Norway; married Alfhild Wilhemsdatter, abt 1907,
Oppland, Norway; died 1943, Norway.

14 v. Bridt Olsdatter, born 1873, Lesja, Oppland, Norway; married Knut Pederssen, 16 Dec 1902, Lesja,
Oppland, Norway; died 1960, Olalykkja, Åsen, Oppland, Norway.

15 vi. Ole Olsen, born 7 Jan 1877, Lesja, Oppland, Norway; married Hanna Karlsdatter, bef 1900, Norway;
died 1948, Norway.
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Guri left Norway with two trunks.   They would have been filled with clothes, 
bedding, utensils, a lamp, and cooking gear.

Inscription

Guri E. Mÿrlokken
Morris Glenwood Pop. Co.

Minnesota Nortamerika

Trunk 1

Trunk 2

Guri E. Mÿrlökken
Morris      Glenwood Pop. Co.
Minnesota Noriamerika
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A main staple of the Norwegian diet was 
potatoe lefse. Packed in Guri’s trunk was her 
lefse rolling pin and lefse stick.

Potato Lefse

Lefse mix is kneaded like bread dough, formed by hand into a small round patty. 
flattened with a lefse rolling pin into a thin 14" round lefse 1/8" thick. To transfer the 
lefse to the cooking grill, the stick is slid under the lefse in the middle and gently 
lifted.

Johannes H Dalen 
1880

I wish you safe travels and 
all will be well with you and 
the little one.  Write home 
when you’re able and I hope 
that we will see each other 
again.  Keep the little one safe.  

The handwriting on the inside of this  trunk is 
faded with time and not all is legible.  Included is 
the date 18 Mai 1880 and additional name of 
Johan Olaf Erlandsen.
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Guri Erlandson and her daughter 
Marit, age 2 ½ , sailed from Oslo, Norway 
on the Steamship Angelo, shown here, on 
May 28, 1880 to Hull, Yorkshire, England.  
Their final destination was New York. 4 

The ship and arrival date for Guri and 
Marit from England to New York City 
has not been found.  But Guri and Marit 
likely arrived about mid to late June.

Nine other individuals from Lesja 
were passengers along with Guri and 
Marit on the ship Angelo .

1885 Minnesota State Census for Reno Township, Pope County5

Guri Dalen appeared in one US census.  The families of Johannes 
Dalen and Ole Loftingsmoe were friends and neighbers in Lesja 
Norway and Johannes and Ole emigrated together in 1879.   The 
Dalen and Loftingsmoe farms were adjacent.
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Guri’s Death Records

Pope County Court House death record for Guri Dalen6

Guri Dalen, Female, White, Married
Age: 38y 3, 28d, Born Norway
DOD: Dec. 29, 1893, Inflamation of the Brolis
Father: John Johnson, Mother: Mary
Recorded: Dr. Holteman, Jan 1, 1894

Guri’s Obituary

Dalen - It makes known herewith for the 
absent family and friends that it pleased God the 
29th of December 1893 to take away from us by 
the death my dear wife Guri Dalen, born 
Erlandsen, 38 years, 10 months and 5 days old.  
Widowe with 8 children, from wich the youngest 
by the death of the mother was 19 days old, 
regret the loss of a tender and loving ?

Peace be with her dust, blessed be her 
memory.  We pay hereby divine help by the 
funeral and thank the vicar for word of console, 
he preached in the church and by the bier.

Lowry, Minn., 15 of January 1894, Johannes 
Dalen - Norwegian newpapers request announce 
this.

Burial: January 4, 1894
St. Pauli Cemetery

Ben Wade Township
Pope County, Minnesota

Burial8

St. Pauli Church death record for Guri Dalen7
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Chapter 7

Family of Johannes 
and Guri

State of Minnesota
District Court for the County of Pope ss

To any Person Lawfully Authorized to Solemnize
Marriages within said state:

Know ye, that License is herby granted to join together as
Husband and Wife Johannes J. Dalen of the county of
Pope and the state of Minnesota and Guri Erlandson of
the county of Pope, and the State of Minnesota, being
satisfied by the Examination of said Johannes J. Dalen
that there is no legal impediment thereto.

Therefore, this shall be your sufficient authority for
solemnizing the Marriage of said parties, and making
return thereof as provided by law.

In testimony Whereof, I have hereunto set my hand, and
affixed the seal of said District Court, at Glenwood this
sixteenth day of August 1880.

Tony Thorson
Clerk

Johannes, 1841- ?, had a child 
with Guri Erlandsdatter from 
Myrlykkja, 1856- ?, Daughter:

1.    Marit, 1877-1961, and 1903 
married Hans Hansen from 
Drangedal in Telemark, 1872-1950. 
He plowed fields on a farm in 
Scandia before he moved to Lowry 
in 1906. There he farmed.

In 1865 Johannes was home to 
help. In 1875 worked on the 
railroad ( the Østerdal rail line).  
He lived at home.  In 1879 he 
traveled to St. Cloud, Stearns 
County, Minnesota over Oslo,  
while Guri and Marit went to New 
York over Oslo in 1880. Johannes 
and Guri married in America and 
had a farm near Lowry, MN. They 
took the surname of Dalen.

--Translation from: Kjelland, Arnfinn.  
Bygdebok For Lesja 2, 1992, Page 511

After Guri and Johannes arrived in 
Lowry, Johannes and Guri applied for 
a marriage license August 16, 1880 in 
Pope County, Minnesota. 

They were married in the Inherred 
Lutheran Church on September 25, 
1880.  The church is located between 
Lowry and Starbuck in Pope County, 
Minnesota.  Witnesses were Peter 
Nielsen Kaldal and Ingelrigs? Mam?
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Baptismal Sponsors for their children:
1. Marit - Hans Onsetdalen, Johan Myrlokken, Marit J. Onsetdalen, Marit Ulva?, Marit E. 
Myrlokken, Ole Myrlokken
2. John- Thor Johnson Rise, his wife Ingeborg
3. Sigurd- John and Mathias Erlandson (Guri’s brothers), Hans Haugen and his wife Anna 
Marie.
4. Emil - John Erlandson, Hans O. Haugen, Mari Hagen, and Marie Loftingsmoe.
5. Martinus - Johan Erlandson, Olaf Erlandson, Johannes Hansen, Anne M. Haugen
6. Gina- Gurine Erikson, Bjorn Erikson, Ivan Teigen, Mrs. Teigen 
 7. Julia - Johan Erlandson, Kr. Erlandson, Olaf Erlandson, Sigri Haugen, Gusta Bjokne
8. Otto -Mrs. Marie Loftingsmoe, Marit Bjokne, Anne M. Haugen, Olaf & John Erlandson

Johannes and Guri’s church marriage record recorded at the 
Inherred Lutheran Church on September 25, 1880.  The church is 
located between Lowry and Starbuck in Pope County, Minnesota.  
Witnesses were Peter Nielsen Kaldal and Ingelrigs? Mam? 2
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The Family of Johannes and Guri Dalen

1.  Johannes Dalen was born on 20 Feb 1841 at Ansetdalen, Asen in Lesja, Oppland, Norway. He was baptized on 12 
Apr 1841 in Kvernes, Møre og Romsdal, Norway.   He immigrated on 19 Jul 1879 to New York, New York, USA. 
Johannes was naturalized on 29 Oct 1880 in Pope County, Minnesota, USA. He appeared in the census in 1885 in Reno 
Townhip, Pope County, Minnesota, USA. He appeared in the census on 15 Jun 1900 at Reno Township in Pope County, 
Minnesota, USA. Johannes appeared in the census on 1 Apr 1910 at Reno Township in Pope County, Minnesota, USA. 
He signed a will on 9 May 1913 in Pope County, Minnesota, USA. He died on 22 Oct 1913 at the age of 72 in Lowry, 
Pope County, Minnesota, USA. Johannes was buried on 27 Oct 1913 at St. Pauli Cemetery in Lowry, Pope County, 
Minnesota, USA.  He was also known as Johannes Johannessen.

Johannes Dalen and Guri Erlandson were married on 25 Sep 1880 in Pope County, Minnesota, USA. Guri Erlandson, 
daughter of Erland Kristoffersen and Marit Johnsdatter, was born on 21 Feb 1856 at Myrlykkja, Asen in Lesja, Oppland, 
Norway.   She emigrated on 28 May 1880 from New York, USA. She died on 29 Dec 1893 at the age of 37 in Lowry, 
Pope County, Minnesota, USA. Guri was also known as Guri Erlandsdtr. She was buried at St. Pauli Cemetery in Lowry, 
Pope County, Minnesota, USA.

Johannes Dalen and Guri Erlandson had the following children:

  i. Marit Dalen, born 1 Sep 1877, Lesja, Oppland, Norway; married Hans M. Hanson, 7 Mar 1903, 
Glenwood, Pope County, Minnesota, USA; died 7 Jan 1961, Lowry, Pope County, Minnesota, USA.

  ii. John Edward Dalen, born 7 Jun 1881, Pope County, Minnesota, USA; married Mina Nordin, 13 
Feb 1913, Polk County, Minnesota; died 30 Nov 1979, Glenwood, Pope County, Minnesota, USA.

  iii. Sigurd Dalen, born 22 Feb 1883, Lowry, Pope County, Minnesota, USA; married Betty Johanna 
Högberg, 31 Oct 1915, Russell, Manitoba, Canada; died 16 Jun 1961, Saskatchewan, Canada.

  iv. Emil Dalen was born on 2 Mar 1885 in Lowry, Pope County, Minnesota, USA. He was baptized on 
17 Apr 1885 at St. Pauli Lutheran Church in Ben Wade Township, Pope County, Minnesota, USA. 
He was confirmed on 1 Oct 1899 at St. Pauli Lutheran Church in Ben Wade Township, Pope County, 
Minnesota, USA.  Emil immigrated in 1905 to Marchwell, Saskatchewan, Canada.  He appeared in 
the census in 1911 in Saltcoats, Saskatchewan, Canada. He lived in Marchwell, Saskatchewan, 
Canada in 1916. Emil lived in Marchwell, Saskatchewan, Canada in 1936. He died on 2 Jul 1939 at 
the age of 54 in Marchwell, Saskatchewan, Canada. He was buried at Bethel Lutheran (Swedish) 
Cemetery in Marchwell, Saskatchewan, Canada.

  v. Martinus Dalen, born 5 May 1887, Lowry, Pope County, Minnesota, USA; married Inga Emelia 
Bakko, 13 Nov 1929, Pope County, Minnesota, USA; married Rosa Rasmussen, 22 Jan 1942, 
Marshall County, South Dakota, USA; died 21 Jan 1975, Starbuck, Pope County, Minnesota, USA.

  vi. Julia Dalen, born 13 Aug 1889, Lowry, Pope County, Minnesota, USA; married Henry George 
Weisel, 3 Mar 1917, Pope County, Minnesota, USA; died 18 Sep 1989, Minneapolis, Hennepin 
County, Minnesota, USA.

  vii. Gina Dalen was born on 2 Nov 1891 in Lowry, Pope County, Minnesota, USA. She was baptized on 
3 Jan 1892 at St. Pauli Lutheran Church in Ben Wade Township, Pope County, Minnesota, USA. She 
died on 12 Sep 1894 at the age of 2 in Lowry, Pope County, Minnesota, USA. Gina was buried on 15 
Sep 1894 at St. Pauli Cemetery in Lowry, Pope County, Minnesota, USA.

  viii. Otto George Dalen, born 10 Dec 1893, Lowry, Pope County, Minnesota, USA; married Nettie 
Cecelia Jellum, 28 Jun 1931, Pope County, Minnesota, USA; died 18 Aug 1985, Glenwood, Pope 
County, Minnesota, USA.
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Above - Two chairs from the farm house of Johannes 
and Guri.

The highchair used by the 
Dalen children.Generations Past

Days fly by quickly
and children move on.
Before we know it
the "old times" are gone.
But as we look back
at generations gone by,
We, reflect on the 
memories
that serve as a tie.
Binding us together
With future and past;
and building a story
that forever will last.

Author: Shannon Fahine 
Submi�ed by: Seeit.Snapit.Scrapit
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Minnesota 1895 census for Reno Township, Pope County 3

Johannes and Ole Loftingmoe arrived together in New York City in July 1879.   Ole, 
Guri’s second cousin,  is recorded on June 5th in Reno Twp., Pope County, MN in the 1880 
US Federal  census.   Johannes was not found anywhere in the 1880 census taken starting  
June 1.   He may have left Pope County and was traveling to meet Guri at a destination.   
The first recording of Johannes and Guri's family is the 1885 Minnesota State Census where 
they are enumerated immediately after Ole Loftingmoe's family.   The 1890 US Federal 
Census was destroyed by fire in 1921.   The 1895 Minnesota State Census lists the Dalen, 
Lofgtinmoe, Erlandson and Ulsness (Uncle of Hans Hanson) families on the same page.
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Name:  J Johannes Dalen, Age in 1910: 69, Birth Year: abt 1841, Birthplace: Norway
Home in 1910:  Reno, Pope, Minnesota
Race:  White, Gender: Male, Immigration Year: 1880
Marital Status:  Widowed Father's Birthplace: Norway, Mother's Birthplace: Norway
Native Tongue:  English, Occupation: Farmer, Industry: General Farm
Employer, Employee or Other:  Employer, Home Owned or Rented: Own
Home Free or Mortgaged:  Mortgaged, Farm or House: Farm
Naturalization Status:  Naturalized, Able to Read: Yes, Able to Write: Yes

J Johannes Dalen  Head,  M,  69, Wid,  Norway
Martinus Dalen   Son,  M,  22, S,   Minnesota
Julia Dalen   Daughter, F,  20, S,   Minnesota
Otto Dalen    Son,  M,  16, S  Minnesota

Name: John Dalen, Event Type: Census, Event Year: 1900
Event Place: Reno Township, Pope, Minnesota, United States
Gender: Male, Age: 59,Marital Status: Widowed, Race: White
Birth Date: Feb 1841, Birthplace: Norway, Immigration Year: 1880
Father's Birthplace: Norway, Mother's Birthplace: Norway
Household   Role   Sex  Age  Birthplace
John Dalen  Head   Male  59  Norway
Mary Dalen   Daughter  Female 23  Norway
John J Dalen  Son  Male  19  Minnesota
Sigurd Dalen    Son   Male  17  Minnesota
Emil Dalen   Son   Male  15  Minnesota
Martinus Dalen Son   Male  13  Minnesota
Julia Dalen   Daughter  Female 11  Minnesota
Otto Dalen   Son  Male  17  Minnesota

1900 
US Census 4

1910 
US Census 5
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Part Three: Sons and Daughters of 
Johannes and Guri

Marit

Sigurd
Emil

Martinus

Julia

Gina

Otto George

John Edward

Dalen Family Tree
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Chapter 8

Marit Dalen Hanson

Biographical Details
Marit was born to Guri Erlandsdtr September 1, 1877 at the Myrlykkja farm in Lesja, 

Oppland, Norway.  Her father was Johannes Johannesen (Johannes Dalen) but Guri and 
Johannes were not yet married.  Marit was baptized on January 20, 1878 in the Lesja 
church. Her sponsors were Hans Onsetdalen, Johan Myrlokken, Marit J. Onsetdalen, 
Marit Ulva?, Marit E. Myrlokken, Ole Myrlokken.

      Note -  Sponsors Hans Onsetdalen and Marit Onsetdalen were brother and sister of 
Marit’s father Johannes Johannesen Onsetdalen..

1877

1961
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Marit’s father Johannes left Norway in 
the summer of 1879 for Minnesota.  Guri 
and Marit, then age 24 and 3, emigrated 
from Oslo May 28, 1880 on the Ship 
Angelo.  They arrived at New York City, 
NY and their final destination was to 
reunite with Johannes who was a resident 
of Pope County, Minnesota.

A short time after Guri and Marit’s 
arrival,  Guri and Johannes married 
September 25, 1880 at the Indherred 
Lutheran Church, located in White Bear 
Township,  Pope County, Minnesota.

Marit was confirmed on October 30, 1892 at St. Paul’s Lutheran Church in Lowry.2

Marit’s date of birth, baptismal date, her parents, and sponsors1

SAH, Lesja prestekontor, Ministerialbok nr. 8, 1854-1880, s. 198
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When Marit’s mother Guri died 19 days 
after giving birth to Otto, Marit was now 
the woman of the house.   Among her 
responsibilities would have been managing 
the kitchen and looking after her 3 
youngest siblings, Julia age 4, Gina 2, and 3 
week old Otto.

In the 1900 census.  Marit was living 
her father, brothers John, Sigurd, Emil, 

Martinus, Otto, sisters Julia and Gina on 
the Dalen homestead.  

In the  January1920 census, Hans and 
Marit are recorded after the residence of 
Marit’s brothers and sister at the Dalen 
farmhouse and the next door neighbor Ole 
Loftingmoe who emigrated to Minnesota 
with Johannes Dalen.

June 7, 1895 census, Reno Township, Pope County, Minnesota

June 1900 US Federal Census for Reno Twp., Pope County, Minnesota3
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January 1920 US Federal Census for Reno Twp., Pope County, Minnesota5

April 23, 1910 US Federal Census for Reno Twp., Pope County, Minnesota4

Marit, in white, at the Dalen farmouse
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Hans M Hanson and Marit Dalen

Married6

 March 7, 1903
Pope County, Minnesota
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Family of Hans M Hanson and Marit Dalen 29 August 2021
Father HansM. Hanson

Birth 11 Jun 1872 Drangedal, Telemark, Norway
Chr 18 Aug 1872 Drangedal, Telemark, Norway
Census-Son 1875 Mikkel Hansen; Drangedal, Telemark, Norway
Immigration 1889 USA
Census 1900 Eidswold School Township, Bottineau County, North Dakota, USA
Census 1910 Reno Township, Pope County, Minnesota, USA
Census 1920 Reno Township, Pope County, Minnesota, USA
Census 1930 Reno Township, Pope County, Minnesota, USA
Death 27 May 1950 Glenwood, Pope County, Minnesota, USA
Alt. Name Hans M. Mikkelsen
Burial St. Pauli Cemetery, Lowry, Pope County, Minnesota, USA
Marriage 7 Mar 1903 Glenwood, Pope County, Minnesota, USA
Father Mikkel Hansen (1839-1923)
Mother Mari Terjersdtr (1851-1874)

Mother Marit Dalen
Birth 1 Sep 1877 Lesja, Oppland, Norway
Baptism 20 Jan 1878 Lesja, Oppland, Norway
Share 28 May 1880 daughter in the emigration of Guri Erlandsdatter-52; New York, USA
Confirmation 30 Oct 1892 St. Paul's Lutheran, Lowry, Pope County, Minnesota, USA
Census-Daughter 15 Jun 1900 Johannes Dalen; Reno Township, Pope County, Minnesota, USA
Census-Spouse 1910 Hans M. Hanson; Reno Township, Pope County, Minnesota, USA
Census-Spouse 1920 Hans M. Hanson; Reno Township, Pope County, Minnesota, USA
Census-Spouse 1930 Hans M. Hanson; Reno Township, Pope County, Minnesota, USA
Death 7 Jan 1961 Lowry, Pope County, Minnesota, USA
Burial St. Pauli Cemetery, Lowry, Pope County, Minnesota, USA
Father Johannes Dalen (1841-1913)
Mother Guri Erlandson (1856-1893)

Children
F Gina Marie Hanson

Birth 13 Feb 1904 Bottineau County, North Dakota, USA
Death 16 Feb 1904 Bottineau County, North Dakota, USA
Burial Lesje Cemetery, Roth, Bottineau County, North Dakota, USA

F Mabel Johanna Hanson
Birth 26 Oct 1905 Souris, Bottineau County, North Dakota, USA
Census-Daughter 1910 Hans M. Hanson; Reno Township, Pope County, Minnesota, USA
Census-Daughter 1920 Hans M. Hanson; Reno Township, Pope County, Minnesota, USA
Death 1 Jul 1997 Pope County, Minnesota, USA
Spouse John L. Cooley (1906-1965)
Marriage 1 Nov 1928 Pope County, Minnesota, USA

M John George Hanson
Birth 16 Jul 1907 Pope County, Minnesota, USA
Census-Son 1910 Hans M. Hanson; Reno Township, Pope County, Minnesota, USA
Census-Son 1920 Hans M. Hanson; Reno Township, Pope County, Minnesota, USA
Census-Son 1930 Hans M. Hanson; Reno Township, Pope County, Minnesota, USA
Death 3 Jun 1935 Pope County, Minnesota, USA

M Herbert Melford Hanson
Birth 23 May 1912 Pope County, Minnesota, USA
Census-Son 1920 Hans M. Hanson; Reno Township, Pope County, Minnesota, USA
Census-Son 1930 Hans M. Hanson; Reno Township, Pope County, Minnesota, USA
Death 5 Apr 1937 Pope County, Minnesota, USA

M Walter Sidney Hanson
Birth 2 Dec 1916 Pope County, Minnesota, USA
Death 11 Dec 1916 Pope County, Minnesota, USA

M Infant Hanson
Birth 22 Nov 1918 Pope County, Minnesota, USA
Death 22 Nov 1918 Pope County, Minnesota, USA
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The People of Bottineau County by compiled by Centennial Book 
Committee, Taylor Publishing Co., [1984], 978.461 D2, p. 378
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“In the spring of 1935 I recall, Johnny Hanson, a third cousin, had pleurisy and 
pneumonia and died.  He never had enough warm clothes and always worked 
so very hard as a hired hand for other farmers.  Then in 1937, on my birthday, 
his brother Herbert died the same way.  Herbert was Wally's buddy and they 
alternated visits each week.  He always carried a harmonica and with coaxing 
he would play for us.  But I remember most his humor as he would keep us in 
s�tches.  The Hansons had lost four boys, two in infancy, two in their twen�es, 

also one daughter in infancy.  Only Mabel survived from that family.”8 

On March 7, 1903 Marit married Hans 
Hanson in Pope County, Minnesota.6

Hans immigrated in 1889 according to 
the 1920 census at age 17.  Hans was a 
sailor, after Hans jumped ship while 
docked in the United States, he spent time 
working as a farm laborer around 
Glenwood Minnesota.  Hans had relatives, 
including his father, in Reno Township, 
Pope County who lived near the Dalen 
farmstead.   Hans and Marit would have 
been acquainted during the few years 
Hans spent working in the area. 

In 1898 Hans left to homestead a 
quarter section  in Bottineau County, 
North Dakota.  There were many Dalen 
and Lesja emigrees who first arrived to 
Pope County, Minnesota and subsequently 
left to homestead in Bottineau County.  
After Hans had a farm and a source of 
income, Hans and Marit married. After the 
marriage Marit moved to North Dakota.to 
join Hans.   Once they had satisfied their 
homestead claim in Bottineau County, 
they returned to Pope County, Minnesota 
and bought a farm close to the Dalen farm, 
and Hans’s father and sister’s farm.

“Marit, 1877-1961, and 1903 married Hans Hansen from Drangedal in 
Telemark, 1872-1950. He plowed fields on a farm in Scandia before he 
moved to Lowry in 1906. There he farmed”.7

The Hans Hanson and Marit Dalen farm about 1910.
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Hans M Hanson Farm, now owned by his 
Grandson Donald John Cooley

The Hanson farmhouse about 1911. Family 
on the left and Johannes Dalen on the right.

In 1906 Hans and Marit purchased a 
120 acre farm in Reno Township, 
section 32, near Marit’s father’s farm 
in section 30.

Adjacent neighbors were Marit’s 
uncles Olaf and John Erlandson and 
Hans’s sister Anne Thompson and his 
uncle Halvor Hanson Ulsness.
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Hans and Marit Hanson

About 1910

The Hanson Children
 Mabel, John and Herbert

        Mabel and Johnny                         Herbert and John Hanson          John an Herbert
                                                         They died of pneumonia, they both       at the Dalen 
farm
                                                                  had respiratory problems
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Mabel J. Hanson Cooley

The Hanson family
 and their Maxwell car, 

about 1918
Mabel, Herbert, Johnny 

Hanson
Mabel Hanson

1979
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Mary Dalen Hanson Passed Away January 7, 1961

Court Records, Pope County, Minnesota10

Mary Hanson, DOD: Jan 7, 19611
Place Death: Lowry Village, Pope County, 
Minnesota
Usual Residence: Lowry Village, Pope County, 
Minnesota
Female, White, Widowed.
Husband: Hans M. Hanson
DOB: Sept 1, 1877, Gudbransdalen, Norway
Father: Johannes Dalen
Mother: Guri Erlandson Dalen
Recorded: 1/24/1961 

     April 16, 1940 US Federal Census for Reno Twp., Pope County, Minnesota9

In 1940 Hans and Mary Hanson were still farming on their 120 acre farm in Reno 
Township they purchased in 1906.  

Minnesota Department of Health; 
St Paul, Minnesota11

Name:  Mary Hanson
Death Age: 83
Record Type: Death
Birth Date: 1 Sep 1877
Death Date: 7 Jan 1961
Death Place: Pope, Minnesota, USA
Death Registration Date: 1961
Mother's Maiden Name: Dalen
Certificate Number: 015136
Record Number: 1455854 

After Hans, her husband passed away, 
Marit left the farm and moved to Lowry.
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Marit died January 7, 1961 
and was buried in the St. Pauli 
Cemetery located in Bed 
Wade Twp., Pope County, 
Minnesota.  The cemetery 
where Hans, her parents and 
other family members were 
laid to rest.12

Mary Dalen Hanson’s funeral and burial was January 11, 1961

Casket Bearers

Mr. Onen Dalen, Mr. John Dalen, Mr. Earl Weisel, Mr. Edwin 
Thompson, Mr. John Thompson, Mr. Bennie Bjokne

Hoplin Funeral Home, Glenwood, Minnesota
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Rites Held At Lowry For Mrs. Mary Hanson, 8313

Funeral services for Mrs. Mary (Marit) Hanson, 83, of 
Lowry, were held from St. Paul's Lutheran church, Lowry 
on Wednesday, January 11, at 2 p. m. with the Rev. H. N. 
Schey officiating.   Organist was Mrs. Melvin Bjokne.   A 
duet, "Face o Face", was sung by Mrs. Harry Bjokne and 
Mrs. Elmer Anderson.   Clifford Hagen sang "Jeg Har En 
Ven".  There were many floral and monetary memorials 
given by friends and relatives.

Interment was in St. Paul's Lutheran Cemetery.  
Casketbearers were Onen and John Dalen, Earl Weisel, 
Edwin and John Thompson and Bennie Bjokne.

(Marit) Mary Hanson was born in Gulbrandsdalen, 
Norway on Sept. 1, 1877, the daughter of Johannes and 
Guri (Erlandson) Dalen.   She was baptized in Lesje church 
in Norway on Jan. 20, 1878.  At the age of nearly four, she 
came with her parents to the Lowry community.  She 
attended country school near Lowry and was confirmed in 
St. Paul’s Lutheran church.   On March 7, 1903 she was 
united in marriage to Hans M. Hanson at Glenwood.  They 
homesteaded in Souris, N. D. And farmed there from 1903 
to 1906 when they came to Reno twp. Where they farmed 
until the death of Mr. Hanson in 1950 after which Mrs. 
Hanson moved to Lowry.  She was a member of the Free 
church in Lowry for several years and a member of St. 
Paul’s Lutheran church for the past 40 years.  She was an 
active member of the ladies’ aid and other church 
organizations.  She died suddenly at Lowry on Saturday, 
Jan. 7, as the result of a heart attack.

Mrs. Hanson is survived by one daughter, Mrs. John 
(Mabel) Cooley of Glenwood; two grandchildren, Mrs. 
Melvin (Shirley) Nelson of Minneapolis and Donald 
Cooley of Lowry; five great-grandchildren; one sister, Mrs. 
Henry Weisel of Minneapolis; four brothers, John and 
Sigurd Dalen of Marchwell, Sask., Canada, Martin Dalen of 
Starbuck and Otto Dalen of Glenwood; and several nieces 
and nephews.

She was preceded in death by her husband; and infant 
daughter; two sons in infancy and two sons, Johnny and 
Herbert; one sister, Gena; one brother, Emil, and her 
parents.

Relatives attending from a distance came from 
Minneapolis, Fergus Falls and Milan.
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Hans M Hanson

1872 - 1923 

Hans was born June 11, 1872 in Drangedal, Telemark, Norway.14   His 
Norwegian name was Hans Mikkelsen.

His parents were Mikkel Hansen (18 Nov 1839 Kviteseid, Telemark, 
Norway -  8 Feb 1923 Pope Co., MN) and Mari Tergersdtr (1 Jan 1851 
Drangedal, Telemark - 6 Feb 1874 Tørdal, Telemark, Norway).  

Hans had two full siblings.  

1)  Anne Mikkelsen Hanson (13 Aug 1869 - 15 Jan 1959) who married Knut Thompson 
(1862 - 13 Jun 1927).  Anne and Knut had a farm adjacent to Hans and Marit in Reno 
Township, Pope Co. MN  

2) Signe Mikkelsen Hanson (13 Aug 1869-1950 Canada) who married Peter Thompson 
(1875 - 1 Jun 1952 Canada).   
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Norway 1875 Census15

County: Telemark, Municipality (1947): Drangedal
Census district: 009 Bø og Lohne, Rural residence: 0061 Kausen 

H.no. Age/born Place of birth Residential status Family position Marital status 
001 Mikkel Hansen 01 1839 Lunde Præsteg - Huusfader g Jordbrug
002 Mari Nielsdatter 01 1842 Thørrisdal - Kone g -
003 Hans Mikkelsen 01 1872 Drangedal - Stedsøn - -
004 Signe Mikkelsdatter 01 1869 Drangedal - Steddatter - -
005 Anne Mikkelsdatter 01 1869 Drangedal - Steddatter - -
006 Anne Bergethe Olsdatter 01 1862 Thørrisdal - Tjener - Jæter
007 Niels Terjersen 01 1853 Drangedal mt Tilreisende ug Arbeider 

ID: hu00000000177736, Page: 369a, Serial no.: 7-11, Year: 1884
Local parish: Drangedal og Tørdal, Out-migra�on date: 1884*
Migra�ng to: Sandøkedal eller Skaadø
Serial no.  Name  Posi�on  Birth year  Birth place
1  Mikkel Hansen    1839   Drangedal
2  Mari Terjersdt.  hustru   1851   Drangedal
3  Signe Mikkelsdt.*  da�er  1869   Drangedal
4  Anne Mikkelsdt.*  da�er  1869   Drangedal
5  Hans Mikkelsen*  søn  1872   Drangedal 

On May 18, 1884 Mikkel Hanson with his wife and 
family left Drangedal and moved to Skåtøy.16  Skåtøy' is 
the largest island in the Kragerø city and municipality in 
Telemark county, Norway.

In Skåtøy Hans finished his school studies and was 
confirmed October 3rd of 1886 at 14 years of age.  

As Skåtøy was on the coast, Hans left home and 
found work as a sailor  According to a family story, 
Hans jumped ship in New York City and in 1900 he 
appeared in the US census for  Bottineau County, North 
Dakota.  

His immigration year was 1894 (age 22) according to 
the 1900 US census; 1889 (age 17) according to the 1920 
US census;  and 1891 (age 19) according to his obituary. 
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Hans was confirmed October 3rd, 1886 as a resident of Skåtøy.17

After Hans left home his father Mikkel Hansen remarried for the 3rd time leaving Hans 
with 4 half siblings.  1) Andrew Lewis (Lars Andreas) Hanson 2) Ole Martin (Olaf 
Martinius) Hanson 3)  Gustav Steen Hanson 4) and Louis Hanson.  Andrew and Ole Martin 
were born in Norway and came to Pope County with their father.  Gustav and Louis were 
born in Todd and Pope County, Minnesota.

Pedigree of Hans M Hanson

Hans Olsen
b: 1792-Kviteseid, Telemark, Norway
d: 27Oct 1850-Bø,Telemark, Norway
bu: 8 Nov 1850-Bø, Telemark, Norway

Mikkel Hansen
b: 18Nov 1839-Kviteseid, Telemark, Norway
m: 16Jun 1869-Drangedal, Telemark, Norway
d: 8 Feb 1923-Pope County, Minnesota, USA

Signe Stenersdtr
b: abt 1795-Kviteseid, Telemark, Norway
d: 28febr 1841-Kviteseid, Telemark, Norway

Hans M. Hanson
b: 11 Jun 1872-Drangedal, Telemark, Norway
d: 27 May 1950-Glenwood, Pope County, Minnesota, USA
bu: Lowry, Pope County, Minnesota, USA

Terjer Nilsen
b: 24Feb 1817-Drangedal, Telemark, Norway
m: 14Apr 1847-Drangedal, Telemark, Norway
d: 20Sep 1872-Drangedal, Telemark, Norway

Mari Terjersdtr
b: 1 Jan 1851-Drangedal, Telemark, Norway
d: 6Feb 1874-Tørdal, Telemark, Norway

Anne Gundersdtr
b:1823-Telemark,Norway
d: 2 Mar 1857-Drangedal, Telemark, Norway
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Hans Hanson with his twin sisters 
Annie Hanson Thompson and Signe Hanson Thompson

Hans Hanson, early Hans Hanson with sister 
Annie Hanson Thompson
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The 120 acre Hans 
Hanson farm was next 
to the 160 acre farm of 
Knut Thompson and his 
sister Anne Hanson 
Thompson and 
diagonally to the 42 acre 
farm of his uncle Halvor 
Hanson Uhlsness.19

Hans died May 27, 1950 at Glenwood, Pope County, Minnesota.20  On the 1950 
census recorded on April 4, Hans was a farmer and had worked 35 hours the past 
week.21

Hans was buried in the Saint Pauli 
Church Cemetery, Ben Wade Township, 
Lowry, Pope County, Minnesota, joining 
his sons John G. Hanson (1907-1935) and 
Herbert Melford Hanson (1912-1937)22

In the 1900 census 
Hans was a farmer in 
Bottineau County, 
North Dakota.18

In 1903 Hans 
married Marit Dalen 
in Pope County, 
Minnesota.

In 1906 Hans and 
Marit left Bottineau 
Co. and purchased a 
farm in Reno Twp., 
Pope County near 
both of their families.
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Funeral for Hans Hanson Wednesday23

Funeral services were held on Wednesday, May 31 from 
the home at 1:30 P. M. And 2:00 P. M. From the St. Pauli 
Lutheran Church in Lowry, for Hans M. Hanson, who 
passed away at the Glenwood Community Hospital n 
Saturday, May 27, at the age of 77 years.  Many old friends 
and neighbors attended the services which were conducted 
by Rev. Morris Ulring.  A trio consisting of Gordon, Harold, 
and George Erlandson, sang “Under His Wings”.   A duet 
consisting of Mrs. Melvin Bjokne and Mrsl Harry Bjokne also 
sang “I Will Pilot Thee” at the home and Rev. Ulring sang 
“Tank Nor En Gang”.  Pallbearers were: Otto Dalen, Mr. 
Bennie Bjokne, Mr. Henry Weisel, Mr. Edwin Thompson and 
Mr. William Thompson.   He was laid to rest in the family 
plot at the St. Pauli Lutheran Cemetery.

Mr. Hans M. Hanson was born in Norway on June 11, 
1872 and was baptized in Trodal Church.  He attended 
school in Krogero, Norway where he was also confirmed.

During his early years following confirmation, he became 
a sailor and visited many foreign lands.  At the age of 19 he 
came to the United States coming to Appleton, Minn. Where 
he resided for some time, later coming to Pope County.   He 
also spent some time in North Dakota where he 
homesteaded.

He was united in marriage to Mary Dalen on March 7, 
1903.  He served on the deacon board of St. Pauli Lutheran 
Church, several years as a member of the board of 
supervisors of Reno township, and approx-imately 30 years 
n the school board of district 7.

He is survived by  his wife, Mary; daughter, Mabel (Mrs. 
John Cooley) of Glenwood; and a sister, Mrs. Anne 
Thompson, Glenwood.  He is also survived by four half 
brothers, Ole and Andrew of Glenwood, Gustaf of Los 
Angeles, Calif., Lewis of Burbank, Calif.  There are two 
grandchildren Shirley and Donald Cooley of Glenwood.   He 
was preceded in death by an infant daughter, and four sons, 
Johnnie and Herbert and two infant boys, a sister, Mrs. Peter 
Thompson of Canada.

Those attending from a distance were: Shirley Cooley 
from Minnepolis, Norman Ladwig, Mr. And Mrs. A. O. 
Aasve, Mrs. Arnold Broden and son, Mr. And Mrs. Henry 
Weisel, all of Minneapolis; Mr. And Mrs. Henry Erlandson, 
Mrs. Bothun and son and Mrs. Jennie Gyrte of Fergus Falls, 
besides other relatives and friends from Glenwood and 
Starbuck.
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Chapter 9

John Edward Dalen

June 7, 1881 November 30, 1979
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Biographical Details

 On July 24, 1881 he was baptized in the St. Pauli Lutheran Church located near Lowry 
in Ben Wade Township.  His baptismal sponsors were Thor Johnson Rise, his wife Ingeborg 
Jakobsdatter, Ole Erikson, Romsok Hansin, Ole Johnson.1

John Edward Dalen was born in Pope County, the seventh of June, 1881. He 
was the second child born to Johannes and Guri Dalen, and their first son. 

John was confirmed at age 15 ½  in the St. Pauli Lutheran Church on July 5, 1896.  His 
grade was “Good”.2

In 1894 John attended St. Pauli Church 
summer Norwegian Bible school
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      Household Role Sex Age Birthplace
John Dalen Head Male 59 Norway
Mary Dalen Daughter Female 23 Norway
John J Dalen Son Male 19 Minnesota
Sigurd Dalen Son Male 17 Minnesota
Emil Dalen Son Male 15 Minnesota
Martinus Dalen Son Male 13 Minnesota
Julia Dalen Daughter Female 11 Minnesota
Otto Dalen Son Male 17 Minnesota

In the 1900 US Federal Census,3 John 
was living with his widowed father and his 
6 siblings in Reno Township, Pope, County, 
Minnesota

John and his brother Sigurd were the first to leave the family farm in Reno Township, 
Pope County as there was “free” land available in Canada for homesteading. 

In 1901 John and Sigurd emigrated to Langenburg, Saskatchewan, Canada to 
homestead based on the 1921 Canada census.  John filed his homestead claim on August 
28, 1903

Based on the 1906 Assiniboia East, Saskatchewan census, John homesteaded in 
Langenburg NW on Section 18, Canton 20, Range 30 and Sigurd homesteaded in 
Langenburg SE on Section 22, Canton 20, Range 30.  

 And based on the 1906 Saskatchewan census, Emil joined John and Sigurd in 1905
John was recorded in the 1906, 1921 and 1926 Canadian census as a farmer on Section 

18, Canton 20, Range 30.  John was not found in the 1931 Canadian census but his brother 
Sigurd was still a farmer in 1931 but on  Section 20, Canton 20, Range 30.

 During the era of steam threshing machines, John did custom threshing  for his 
neighbors. 

• In 1904 John was naturalized as a Canadian citizen as shown on the 1921 census.

Brothers John, Sigurd and Emil emigrate to Saskatchewan, Canada
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Dominion Lands Act of 18724

To encourage settlement in Western Canada, the Dominion Government offered a grant 
for a free homestead of 160 acres (also known as a quarter-section) for a $10 registration fee 
to those individuals and families who were prepared to live on and cultivate the land 
during a qualifying period of time.

The homestead process began with entry, which is a term that was used to describe the 
act of going to a Dominion Lands office and filing for a claim to a particular parcel of land 
or "homestead".

Once in Saskatchewan and on their chosen quarter section of land, settlers had to meet 
certain obligations before the patent – or ownership – of the land was transferred from the 
Crown to the homesteader. In 1886 the requirements for homesteading were:

    The settler must commence cultivation of their homestead within six months of date 
of entry or, if entry was obtained on or after the first day of September in any year, before 
the first day of June following.

    Within the first year after entry, the settler must break and prepare for crop no less 
than 5 acres.

    Within the second year, the settler must crop the initial 5 acres, and break and 
prepare for crop no less than 10 additional acres.

    The settler must build a habitable house before end of second year and at the 
beginning of the third year must commence residence on homestead.

    The settler must give six months’ notice in writing to the Commissioner of Dominion 
Lands of his/her intention to make application for patent.

Name  John E. Dalen5

Application Date  28 
Aug 1903

Place  Saskatchewan, 
Canada

Homestead Number  
143407

Part  NW
Section  18
Township  20
Range  30
Meridian  W1 
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1906 Canada, Northwest Provinces Census6

Name: John Dallen
Event Type: Census
Event Date: 1906
Event Place: 33, Assiniboia East, Saskatchewan, Canada
Gender: Male, Age: 23, Marital Status: Single
Relationship to Head of Household: Head
Birthplace: United States Of America
Household Role Sex Age Birthplace
118 John Dallen Head M 23 United States Of America immigration 1903, Langenburg, NW 18 20 30 
119 Siguard Head M 23 United States of America, immigration 1903, Langenburg, SE 22 20 30 
120 Emiel Dallen Brother M 21 United States Of America, immigration 1905

John was known to make frequent trips to Minnesota to visit friends and his family.
December 4, 1907 John entered the United States at Winnipeg, Manitoba to visit family7

U.S., Records of Aliens Pre-Examined in Canada, 1904-1954 7

Name: John Dalen
Nationality: Us Can Cit
Age: 26
Birth Date: abt 1881
Pre-Examination Date: 4 Dec 1907
Pre-Examination Location: Winnipeg, Manitoba
Detail comments:  Age 26, 6', 150 pounds. hair ?, 
eyes: brown, handwritten was a word "Lowry"
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On February 13, 1913 John married 
Mina Norden.  Their marriage record is 
registered in Polk County, Minnesota.8

There were no children born to 
this marriage, and they parted ways 
at some point.   In the 1926 Canada 
census John was listed in Melville, 
Saskatchewan and was “single”. In 
1935 Minnie was separated and 

living in Winnipeg, Manitoba.
In Minnie Dalen’s  1944 obituary, 

John Dalen was not listed as a 
survivor.
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On February 13, 1913 John married 
Mina Norden.  Their marriage record is 
registered in Polk County, Minnesota.8

There were no children born to 
this marriage, and they parted ways 
at some point.   In the 1926 Canada 
census John was listed in Melville, 
Saskatchewan and was “single”. In 
1935 Minnie was separated and 

living in Winnipeg, Manitoba.
In Minnie Dalen’s  1944 obituary, 

John Dalen was not listed as a 
survivor.
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L to R: John Dalen, Otto Dalen, Minnie Nordin, Julia Dalen

L to R: Julia Dalen, Minnie Nordin, John Dalen, Otto Dalen
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1921 Langenburg, Saltcoats, Saskatchewan Canada Census9

In 1921 John and Minnie were still living together

Name John Dalen
Gender Male
Racial or Tribal Origin 
Norwegian
Nationality Canada
Marital Status Married
Age 39
Birth Year abt 1882
Birth Place USA
Year of Immigration 1901
Year of Naturalization 1904 
Residence Date 1 Jun 1921
House Number 32
Residence Street or Township 
20
Residence City, Town or 
Village Langenburg Mun
Residence District Saltcoats
Residence Province or 
Territory Saskatchewan

Residence Country Canada
Relation to Head of House 
Head
Spouse's Name Minnie M 
Dalen
Father Birth Place Norway
Mother Birth Place Norway
Can Speak English? Yes
Can Speak French? No
Religion Methodist
Can Read? Yes
Can Write? Yes
Months at School 00 00
Occupation Farmer
Employment Type 3 Own 
Account
Nature of Work Farm B
Section 18
Range Number 30
Meridian Number W1

Municipality Langenburg
Enumeration District 226
Sub-District Number 3
Home Owned or Rented 
Owned
Monthly Rental BB
Class of House Single House
Materials of Construction Brick
Number of Rooms 2
Enumerator H A Hooper
District Description Townships 
20 and 21 in ranges 30 and 31, 
west of the first Meridian
Line Number 47
Family Number 35
Household Members (Name) 
Age Relationship
John Dalen 39 Head
Minnie M Dalen 36 Wife

John’s pocket watch.
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1926 Melville, Saskatchewan, Canada Census10

Line: 27 John Dalen, 
Section: 18 Canton:20 Range:30 Langenburg, 
Head, Male, Single, Age 43, 
USA, Norway, Norway, Norwegian, 
Migration: 1904, Naturalize: 1908,  Citizen: Canada

In the 1926 Prairie Provinces Census, John Dalen was listed as single.  Between the 1921 
and 1926 Canadian censuses, John and his wife, Minnie Norden Dalen had separated. 

John over the years made many trips to Minnesota to visit with his siblings.  This photo 
dates to about 1927.  Left to Right: Martinus, Julia, John, Mary, and Otto.
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"Tell me about the good old days"
Marchwell & districts history. 

Page 156

Page  155 
John Dalen
By Phyllis Schepp as remembered by Herb Prince

John came to the Marchwell area in the early 1900s with his brothers 
Sigurd and Emil.  He homesteaded on NW 18-20-30.
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Sigurd owned a threshing machine. At harvest times, John worked as an 
“engineer” operating threshing machines.
Below - photo of Sigurd’s “Rig”.
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 Russell Banner
Feb 16, 1950, Page 5
Russell, Manitoba, CA

John Dalen returned here the 
other day, he has been trying 
out "bush" work for a while is 
shutdown and also mining is 
not so good at present. He 
reports that there is lots of 
unemployment around places.

 Russell Banner
Feb 22, 1951, Page 3
Russell, Manitoba, CA

Mr. John Dalen has returned 
from his trip to Minnesota, 
where he visitied his brothers 
and sister.

Russell Banner
Jul 28, 1955, Page 8
Russell, Manitoba, CA

Mr. L. Veal has disposed of his 
"shack" to John Dalen, which 
was seen moving eastward to 
some other location.

A brother of John and Sigurd 
Dalen arrived from 
Minneapolis for a visit with 
them.

 Russell Banner
Jun 29, 1961, Page 3
Russell, Manitoba, CA

 Russell Banner
Jan 18, 1968, Page 2
Russell, Manitoba, CA

 Russell Banner
Nov 7, 1968, Page 2
Russell, Manitoba, CA

Mr. and Mrs. Otto Dalen, 
Martinus Dalen and Mrs. 
Julia Weisel, of 
Minneapolis, visited with 
their brother John, and the 
I. Apland's family after 
attending the funeral 
services of their brother, 
Sigurd Dalen last week.

Mr. John Dalen left recently 
for Minnesota where he will 
spend the winter months.

Mr. John Dalen has moved 
to Langenburg, where he 
will be staying at the Royal 
Hotel for the winter.
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Canada Voter List 196511

Melville, Saskatchewan

Canada Voter List 1974
Langenburg, District of Yorkton-Melville

 Canada, Voters Lists, 1935-1980

Name  John Dahlen
Residence Date  1974
Residence Place  Yorkton; Melville, Saskatchewan, Canada
Street Address  Langenburg
Electoral District  Yorkton-Melville
Occupation  Gentleman
Reference Number  M-6295 

John did not appear in the Voter List database until 1962.  In the 1962, 1965 and in 
1974 Voter List database, he is listed as a “gentleman” so apparently he was retired 

by 1962 at age 81.

In the 1962 and 1965 Voter Lists, John was a resident of Marchwell..  It 
appears John retired sometime in his 80s, and was fully retired in 1968, age 
87 as he had moved to Langenburg to spend the winter in the Royal Hotel.  
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After more than 30 years of farming, John retired and lived in Saskatchewan until 1975.
At the age of 94, he returned to Glenwood, Minnesota.   As a US citizen he was able to 

collect Social Security.  The St. Pauli birth parish records were used for proof of citizenship 
and evidence of his birth parents and location.

The last two years of his life, he was a resident of the Lakeview Care Center in 
Glenwood, Pope County, Minnesota. 

John on his 98th birthday

Minnesota, U.S., Death Index, 1908-201712

Name  John E Dalen
Death Age  98
Record Type  Death
Birth Date  7 Jun 1881
Death Date  30 Nov 1979
Death Place  Pope, Minnesota, USA
Death Registration Date  1979
Mother's Maiden Name  Erlandson
Certificate Number  030528
Record Number  1997981 
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Newspaper clippings saved by Julia Weisel

Mrs. Julia Weisel, Mrs. Clara Smith, Ray 
Hove, Carl [Earl] Weisel, James Lindquist 
from Minneapolis, Mr. and Mrs. John 
Dalen of Moorhead, Mr. and Mrs. Ronald 
Jensen and Eric from Brainerd attended the 
funeral of John Dalen Dec. 3.   Mrs. Weisel 
is a sister of the deceased.   They together 
with other relatives and friends had dinner 
and visited at the home of Mr. and Mrs. 
Otto Dalen after the funeral.

Rites Monday for John Dalen, 9813

 John E. Dalen, 98, a resident of 
Lakeview Care Center, died Friday, Nov. 
30, at Lakeview Care Center. 

Funeral services for John E. Dalen, 98, a 
resident of Lakeview Care Center for two 
years, were held at 11 a.m. on Monday, 
Dec. 3, at Hoplin Funeral chapel, 
Glenwood, with Rev. Bennett Opdahl 
officiating.  Interment took place in St. 
Paul’s Lutheran Cemetery, Lowry.

John Dalen rites held14

Funeral services for John E. Dalen, 98, a 
resident of Lakeview Care Center for two 
years, were held at 11 a.m. on Monday, 

Dec. 3, at Hoplin Funeral chapel, 
Glenwood, with Rev. Bennett Opdahl 
officiating.

Mr. Dalen died Friday, Nov. 30.
Pallbearers were Earl Weisel, James 

Lindquist, Donald Cooley, Onen Dalen, 
John Dalen and Ronald Jensen.  Interment 
took place in St. Paul's Lutheran cemetery, 
Lowry.

 John E. Dalen wsa born at Reno 
township, Pope county, on June 7, 1881, the 
son of the late John J. and Guri Dalen.  He 
grew up in Lowry and later went to 
Canada.  He was baptized and confirmed 
at St. Paul's Lutheran church, Lowry.  He 
farmed most of his life, did carpenter work 
and did custon threshing for the neighbors 
during the time of steam threshing 
machines.  The past four years he made his 
home in the Glenwood area.

 He was a member of St. John's 
Lutheran church, Lagenburg, Canada.

 Surviving are one sister, Mrs. Julia 
Weisel of Minneapolis; one brother , Otto 
Dalen of Glenwood; and nephews and 
nieces.

 He was preceded in death by his 
parents, two sisters and three brothers.

John Edward Dalen was buried in the St. Pauli Lutheran Cemetery near 
his parents and sister Gina.  John was baptized and confirmed in the St. 
Pauli Lutheran Church.15
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1921 Census of Canada, 
Saltcoats, Saskatchewan

Name:  John Dalen
Gender:  Male
Marital status:  Married
Age:  39
Birth Year:  abt 1882
Birth Place:  USA
Rela�on to Head of House:  Head
Spouse's name:  Minnie M Dalen
Father Birth Place:  Norway
Mother Birth Place:  Norway
Year of Immigra�on:  1901
Racial or Tribal Origin:  Norwegian
Province or Territory:  Saskatchewan
District:  Saltcoats
District Number:  226
Sub-District Number:  3
City, Town or Village:  Langenburg Mun
Sec�on Number:  18
Township Number:  20
Range Number:  30
Meridian Number:  W1
Municipality:  Langenburg
Occupa�on:  Farmer
Neighbors:  
Household Members:  
Name  Age
John Dalen  39
Minnie M Dalen  36

Mina Nordin (November 13, 1886 - December 19, 1944)

Canada Voter Lists
Name: Mrs John Dalen
Gender: Female
Marital status: Married Woman (Married)
Year: 1935
Location: Winnipeg, Manitoba, Canada
Electoral District: Winnipeg North Centre

Ancestors of Mina Nordin

Carl Fredrik Nordin
b: 7 Oct 1817-Munktorp, Västernorrland, Sweden
m: 30 Sep 1844-Munktorp, Västmanland, Sweden
d: bet 1895 and 1900

Carl Johan Nordin
b: 10 Mar 1849-Munktorp, Västmanland, Sweden
m: 25 Jun 1877-Ramsey County, Minnesota, USA
d: 9 Jun 1902-Arctander, Kandyohi County, Minnesota, USA

Anna Britta Jonsdatter
b: 26 Sep 1814-Västmanland, Sweden
d: 14 Jan 1862-Munktorp, Västmanland, Sweden

Mina Nordin
b: 13 Nov 1886-Minnesota, USA
d: 19 Dec 1944-Essondale, British Columbia, Canada
bu: Vancouver, British Columbia, Canada

Børre Olsen
b: 1829-Ringsaker, Hedmark, Norway
d: 30Dec 1908-Ringsaker, Hedmark, Norway

Pernille Bòrreson
b: 14Jul 1854-Ringsaker, Hedmark, Norway
d: aft 1900

Oline Pedersdtr
b: 28Mar 1829-Ringsaker, Hedmark, Norway
d: 10 Jan 1907-Meeker County, Minnesota, USA
bu: Grove City, Meeker County, Minnesota, USA
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Minnie Norden Dalen passed away December 19, 1944 in Essondale, British 
Columbia, Canada. 

Minnie  was buried at Mountain 
View Cemetery,
Vancouver, British Columbia.

Name:  Minnie Dalen
Gender:  Female
Birth Year:  abt 1886
Death Age:  58
Death Date:  19 Dec 1944
Death Location:  Essondale
Registration Number:  1944-
09-654124
BCA Number:  B13185
GSU Number:  1983208 
Ancestry.com. British Columbia, 
Canada, Death Index, 1872-1990 

DALEN - On Dec. 19, 1944, in hospital, Minnie Dalen, Prince George, in her 59th year.

Survived by 1 brother, Leonard Nordin of Prince George; 3 sisters, Mrs. Emma
Salmonson, Prince George; Mrs. Clara Johnson of Ormak, Wash.; Mrs. Sophie Ramsland of 
Seattle. 

Funeral service in Center & Hanna Chapel, Sat., Dec. 23, at 3:30 p.m. Committal Lawn 
section, Mountain View Cemetery. Buried at Mountain View Cemetery, Vancouver,
British Columbia.

Clipped from
The Vancouver Sun
Vancouver, British 
Columbia, Canada
22 Dec 1944, Fri  •  Page 17 
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Biographical Details

Sigurd was confirmed in the St. Pauli Church on May 30, 1898.2

Sigurd’s Baptism Record1

Sigurd was born to Johannes Dalen and 
Guri Erlandson on February 22, 1883  in 
Reno Township, Pope County, Minnesota.

Sigurd was baptized in the St Pauli 
Church located in Ben Wade Townhip, 
near Lowry on May 18, 1883.  

His baptismal sponsers were John and 
Mathias Erlandson (Guri’s brothers),  and 
Hans Haugen and his wife Anna Marie.

Sigurd, along with his older brother John, left Lowry to homestead in Marchwell, 
Saskatchewan, Canada in 1903.

Shortly after arriving in Saskatchewan,   Sigurd and John filed homestead claims.  John 
filed a claim for 160 acres on August 28 and Sigurd filed his claim on November 14, 1903. 
They were close neighbors, as their claims were about 3 miles distant.

The Canadian Homestead Act gave 160 acres for free to any male farmer who agreed to 
cultivate at least 40 acres and to build a permanent dwelling within three years.  

1903 Sigurd J. Dalen Homestead 
No. 150248, Date of Application: Nov 14, 1903, Name: Sigurd J Dalen, Section: 22 S.E., 

Township: 20, Range: 30, Meridian: 1, Area: 160 acres, Homestead Fee: $10

1903 John E.. Dalen Homestead 
No. 143407, Date of Application: Aug 28, 1903, Name: John E. Dalen, Section: 18 N.W., 

Township: 20, Range: 30, Meridian: 1, Area: 160 acres, Homestead Fee: $10
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Name  Sigard G. Dalen3

Application Date  14 Nov 1903
Place  Saskatchewan, Canada
Homestead Number  150248
Part  SE
Section  22
Township  20
Range  30
Meridian  W1 
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On June 14, 1911 Sigurd was recorded in Township 20 and Range 30, 
Saltcoats, Saskatchewan.5 He had 2 adults and 3 children from Sweden as 
lodgers.

In the Canada 1906 census, John, Sigurd and Emil were recorded in Assiniboia East, 
Langenburg, Saskatchewan.4 John’s homestead is (18,20,30 W1) and Sigurd’s is (22 ,20,30 
W1) .
Transcrip�on:
Name, Rela�on, Sex, Single, Age, Birth Place, Yr Immigrate, PO address, Loca�on
#118 Dallen John; Head, M, S, 24, U.S.A, 1903, Langenburg, (18,20,30 W1)
#119 Dallen Siguard; Head, M, S, 23, U.S.A, 1903, Langenburg, (22,20,30 W1)
          Dallen  Emiel; brother, M, S, 21, , U.S.A, 1905, Langenburg
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On October 31st, 1915
Sigurd Dalen married

Betty Johanna Högberg
In Russel, Manitoba
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Sigurd Dalen 
and 

Betty Johanna Höberg

On October 31st, 1915
Were married in
Russel Manitoba
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Family of Sigurd Dalen and Betty J. Högberg 19 December 2024
Father Sigurd Dalen

Birth 22 Feb 1883 Lowry, Pope County, Minnesota, USA
Baptism 18 Mar 1883 St. Pauli Lutheran Church, Ben Wade Township, Pope County, Minnesota, USA
Census-Son 1885 Johannes Dalen; Reno Townhip, Pope County, Minnesota, USA
Confirmation 30 May 1898 St. Paul's Lutheran, Lowry, Pope County, Minnesota, USA
Census-Son 15 Jun 1900 Johannes Dalen; Reno Township, Pope County, Minnesota, USA
Immigration 1903 Saskatchewan, Canada
Residence 14 Nov 1903 Marchwell, Saskatchewan, Canada
Census-Brother 1906 John Edward Dalen; Langenburg, Assiniboia East, Saskatchewan, Canada
Census 1911 Saltcoats, Saskatchewan, Canada
Misc 1913 Livery feed stable business; Marchwell, Saskatchewan, Canada
Census 1916 Saltcoats, Saskatchewan, Canada
Census 1921 Langenburg Municipality, Saltcoats, Saskatchewan, Canada
Census 1926 Melville, Saskatchewan, Canada
Misc Mar 1927 Brandon, Manitoba, Canada
Census 1931 Melville, Saskatchewan, Canada
Residence-Father 1940 Walter Otto Dalen; Electoral District of Melville; Marchwell, Saskatchewan, Canada
Residence 1948 Marchwell, Saskatchewan, Canada
Misc Aug 1948 Visitors from MN; Marchwell, Saskatchewan, Canada
Residence-Spouse 1953 Betty Johanna Högberg; Electoral District of Melville; Marchwell, Saskatchewan,

Canada
Residence-Spouse 1957 Betty Johanna Högberg; Electoral District of Melville; Marchwell, Saskatchewan,

Canada
Misc 11 Jun 1959 Travel to Minnesota; Marchwell, Saskatchewan, Canada
Misc 9 Jul 1959 Marchwell, Saskatchewan, Canada
Misc-Brother Jun 1961 John Edward Dalen; Visit by brothers and sister from MN; Marchwell, Saskatchewan,

Canada
Death 16 Jun 1961 Saskatchewan, Canada
Burial Jun 1961 Bethel Lutheran (Swedish) Cemetery, Marchwell, Saskatchewan, Canada
Marriage 31 Oct 1915 Russell, Manitoba, Canada
Father Johannes Dalen (1841-1913)
Mother Guri Erlandson (1856-1893)

Mother Betty Johanna Högberg
Residence-Daughter 1885–1894 Johannes Högberg; Bondsjö, Säbrå, Västernorrlands, Ångermanland, Sweden
Birth 5 Sep 1891 Säbrå, Västernorrland, Sweden
Residence-Daughter 1900–1910 Märta Helena Öberg; Jukkasjärvi, Norrbottens, Lappland, Sweden
Emigration 1 Nov 1907 Göteborg, Sweden
Immigration 17 Nov 1907 Montreal, Quebec, Canada
Emigration 11 Dec 1908–24 Dec

1908
Boston to Liverpool, England, Sweden

Immigration 1914 Canada
Census-Spouse 1916 Sigurd Dalen; Saltcoats, Saskatchewan, Canada
Immigration 6 Nov 1919 Port of Winnepeg, Manitoba, Vermont, USA
Census-Spouse 1926 Sigurd Dalen; Melville, Saskatchewan, Canada
Residence 1949 Electoral District of Melville; Marchwell, Saskatchewan, Canada
Residence 1953 Electoral District of Melville; Marchwell, Saskatchewan, Canada
Misc 24 Nov 1954 Montreal, Quebec, Canada
Residence 1957 Electoral District of Melville; Marchwell, Saskatchewan, Canada
Misc Sep 1957 Destination to Sweden, Marchwell, Saskatchewan, Canada
Misc 16 Sep 1958 Tourist, Arrival on Swedish Americal Line from Copenhagen, Denmark; New York,

New York, USA
Misc 25 Sep 1958 Marchwell, Saskatchewan, Canada
Residence 1962 Electoral District of Melville; Marchwell, Saskatchewan, Canada
Misc Jul 1962 Marchwell, Saskatchewan, Canada
Residence 1965 Electoral District of Melville; Marchwell, Saskatchewan, Canada
Misc Jan 1967 Marchwell, Saskatchewan, Canada
Residence 1972 Norquay, Saskatchewan, Canada
Illness Aug 1973 Regina, Saskatchewan, Canada
Illness Apr 1975–Mar 1975 Norquay, Saskatchewan, Canada
Death Mar 1975 Norquay, Saskatchewan, Canada
Alt. Name Betty Hogberg
Father Johannes Högberg (1850-1894)
Mother Märta Helena Öberg (1858-1910)

Children
F Jolia Dalen

Birth 24 Dec 1915 Marchwell, Saskatchewan, Canada
Death 3 Jan 1916 Marchwell, Saskatchewan, Canada
Burial Jan 1916 Marchwell, Saskatchewan, Canada

M Walter Otto Dalen
Birth 12 Mar 1917 Marchwell, Saskatchewan, Canada
Census-Son 1921 Sigurd Dalen; Langenburg Municipality, Saltcoats, Saskatchewan, Canada
Census-Son 1926 Sigurd Dalen; Melville, Saskatchewan, Canada
Residence 1940 Electoral District of Melville; Marchwell, Saskatchewan, Canada
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Family of Sigurd Dalen and Betty J. Högberg 19 December 2024
Residence 1949 Electoral District: Bow River; Carstairs, Alberta, Canada
Misc 25 Jun 1952 Butte, Silver Bow County, Montana, USA
Misc 9 Jul 1952 Butte, Silver Bow County, Montana, USA
Residence-Son 1957 Betty Johanna Högberg; Electoral District of Melville; Marchwell, Saskatchewan,

Canada
Residence-Son 1962 Betty Johanna Högberg; Electoral District of Melville; Marchwell, Saskatchewan,

Canada
Residence-Son 1965 Betty Johanna Högberg; Electoral District of Melville; Marchwell, Saskatchewan,

Canada
Misc Aug 1971 Saskatchewan, Canada
Death-Son Mar 1975 Betty Johanna Högberg; Norquay, Saskatchewan, Canada
Residence 1990 Marchwell, Saskatchewan, Canada
Death 19 Feb 1993 Saskatchewan, Canada
Misc

F Beatrice Dalen
Birth 23 Oct 1918 Marchwell, Saskatchewan, Canada
Death 5 Nov 1918 Marchwell, Saskatchewan, Canada
Burial Nov 1918 Bethel Lutheran (Swedish) Cemetery, Marchwell, Saskatchewan, Canada

M Bertil CorneliusDalen
Birth 30 May 1920 Marchwell, Saskatchewan, Canada
Census-Son 1921 Sigurd Dalen; Langenburg Municipality, Saltcoats, Saskatchewan, Canada
Census-Son 1926 Sigurd Dalen; Melville, Saskatchewan, Canada
Census-Lodger 1926 Per Albin Siller; Edmonton, Alberta, Canada
Census 1931 Edmonton East, Alberta, Canada
Misc 1966 Marchwell, Saskatchewan, Canada
Death-Son Mar 1975 Betty Johanna Högberg; Norquay, Saskatchewan, Canada
Death Jul 2004 Vancouver, British Columbia, Canada
Alt. Name Philip Enton
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Sigurd was enumerated June 2st  1921 in the Canadian census as a resident of 
Langenburg Municipality, Saskatchewan.8 Sigurd is listed with his two surviving sons, 
Walter and Bertil, but Betty was not in included in the the census.  Note - enumerated after 
Sigurd and the two boys were Albian and Catharine Siller and another household down 
was the family of John Hogberg, Betty Hogberg’s father.

Name  Segurd Dalen
Gender  Male
Racial or Tribal Origin  Norway 
(Norwegian)
Nationality  Canadian
Age  33
Marital Status  Married
Birth Year  1883
Birth Place  USA
Year of Immigration  1903
Naturalization Year  1907
Home in 1916  Saltcoats, Saskatchewan, 
Canada
Address  20, 30, 1
Relation to Head of Household  Head
Spouse  Betty Dalen

Religion  Lutheran
Can Speak English  Yes
Can Speak French  No
Mother Tongue  Norwegian
Can Read  Yes,  Can Write  Yes
Occupa�on  Farmer
Employment Status  Employer
Employer  On Farm
Household Members (Name)  Age  
Rela�onship
Segurd Dalen  33  Head
Be�y Dalen 25 Wife
Elliot Anderson 19 Lodger

1916 Saltcoats, Saskatchewan Census7
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In the 1931 Canadian census, Sigurd was enumerated as a resident of Melville, 
Langenberg, Saskatchewan.  Sigurd is listed with his wife Bettie and son Walter.11

In the 1926 Canadian census, Bertel Dalen, age 6, was a lodger in the household of Albin 
Siller, a resident of Edmonton, Alberta, Canada.10

In the 1926 census, taken June 1st, Sigurd, Betty and Walter are recorded in Melville, 
Langenburg, Saskatchewan, along with a 6 year old son named John.9  But Bertel Dalen is 
enumerated in Edmonton, Alberta in the household of Albin Siller. Note - the 1926 census 
pages did not record the date when the when the families were enumerated. 

In the 1931 Canadian census for Edmonton, Alberta, Bertel Dalen, age 11, was one of six 
lodgers in the household of Michael Weise and his wife Mary.12  Michael Weise was listed 
below Albin Siller, his family, who had 2 lodgers in their household. 
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Sigurd Dalen, As told by son, Walter Dalen  (page 156)

Sigurd was born on February 22, 1883 to Johannas and Guri Dalen in Lowry, Minnesota.  
He was one of eight of a family, three of whom came to Canada, Sigurd, John, and Emil.

 He came to Canada in 1903 and took a homestead on SE 22-20-30 at the age of twenty 
years.  He later sold this homestead and moved to section 20-20-30, four miles south and 
two miles west of Marchwell.

 In 1913 he married Betty Hogberg.   Betty was born on 
September 5, 1891.  They had four children; two girls 
died in infancy.  Walter born on March 12, 1917 and 
Bertil born May 30, 1920.

In 1908, Sigurd purchased a threshing outfit with which 
he threshed not only his grain but other farmers in the 
area, some of whom were: Sandy McDonells, Hoglunds, 
Fred Swedberg, Dan Orths and Frank Reeves.  The 
engineer for the steamer was his brother, Emil.

In 1913, he built the Livery barn in Marchwell at a cost of 
$600.00. 

In 1920, he purchased his last steamer which was a J.L. 
Case.  When his brother Emil was killed, he didn’t have 
an engineer and sometime after that, he quit farming.

      School records show he served as trustee of the Maple Hill school district.
In 1942, he purchased a lot for $100.00 from Bert Miller and built a house.  Sigurd 

continued to stay active; he worked for the Handes until Ernest purchased a partnership in 
a store in Marchwell.  Sigurd then worked for area farmers especially stooking 
(arrangement of cut grain-stalks to keep the grain-heads off the ground) at harvest time.  
He also worked digging holes for the telephone poles for Herb Prince with the telephone 
company.

In the 1950s, he trapped muskrats, weasels and mink during the winter. 
Sigurd enjoyed games of pool and horse shoe and also liked to visit with friends in the 

hotel.
He passed away on June 16, 1961 and is buried in Bethel Lutheran Cemetery.  Betty 

went to live in a private home in Norquay where she passed away in 1974.
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The purchase price of Sigurd’s second threshing machine.
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Johan is brother  
John Dalen

Sigurd’s J. I. Case 
steamer he 
purchased 
September 1920.

The Case 
Corporation13 was 
a manufacturer of 
construction 
equipment and 
agricultural equip-
ment. Founded, in 
1842, by Jerome 
Increase Case as the 
J. I. Case Threshing 
Machine Company, 
it operated under 
that name for most 
of a century. For 
another 66 years it 

was the J. I. Case Company, and was often called simply Case. In the late 19th century, Case was one of 
America's largest builders of steam engines, producing self-propelled portable engines, traction engines and 
steam tractors. It was a major producer of threshing machines and other harvesting equipment, 

In 1927 the J. I. Case Company ceased building its legendary steam engines. Case steam engines, of which 
over 30,000 were produced, were painted in black with green machinery, while the gas tractors were painted 
grey.

J. I. Case 45hp
Steam traction 
engine

Emil, Sigurd, ?
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Postcards from Sigurd

This is when we are going home for diner      The hole [sic]crew

1918

Dear Brother Martin

This is a photo of my 
threshing outfits            
I am still threshing   
Have  good team     
Alle welle                       
S Dalen
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Biographical Details

Betty was born on September 5, 189 at Säbrå,Västernorrland, Sweden. 
Betty emigrated from the port of Göteborg, Sweden for Canada on November 1, 1907.   

She arrived on November 17, 1907 at the port of Montreal, Quebec, Canada.  Betty’s 
mother,Märta Helena Palmberg Öberg, her brother Oskar Albin and sister Anna Teresia, 
had emigrated to Canada on May 17, 1907 

Betty and her mother left Canada for Sweden on December 11, 1908.  Betty then 
returned to Canada in 1914 according to the 1926 census. All of Betty’s siblings who 
reached adulthood emigrated to Canada.  A number of her brothers settled in the 
Marchwell area as they were listed nearby to the Sigurd and Betty in the 1916 census. 

Betty married Sigurd Dalen  on October 31, 1915 in Russell, Manitoba, Canada.   To 
them were born 4 children.  The two girls Jolia and Beatrice,  died before their first 
birthday.   Their two sons, Walter and Bertil, survived to ages of 75 and 84.

Betty became a widow in 1961 .  Due to illness she was hospitalized in Narquay, 
Saskatchewan in 1973.   She remained in Norquay and was  hospitalized again in March 
1975.   She passed away late March of 1975.   Her funeral service was held in Canora, 
Saskatchewan on April 1st.

Family of Betty Johanna Högberg21

 Sweden, Church Records, 1451-1943 
Betty Johanna Högerg’s birth record20

Betty Johanna Högberg (September 5, 1891 - March 1975)

Name: Johannes Högberg
Birth: June 23 1850, Högsjö
Residence: Between 1885 and 1894, 
 Bondsjö, Säbrå, Västernorrlands, Ångermanland, 
Sweden
Marriage: July 11 1876
Death: Mar 27 1894
Wife: Märta Helena Öberg
Household:  
Head Johannes Högberg, June 23 1850
Wife Märta Helena Öberg, Nov 2 1858
Daughter:   Emma Kris�na, Oct 11 1876
Daughter:  Jenny Katarina, Oct 31 1878
Son:   Johan Magnus, May 30 1882
Son:   Jonas Helmer, Dec 4 1884
Son:   Ernst Viktor, May 23 1888
Daughter:  Be�y Josefina, Feb 9 1890
Daughter:  Be�y Johanna, Sep 5 1891
Son:   Oskar Albin, Feb 17 1893

Book -  Country:  Sweden,  Book: Säbrå AI12b, 1885 
- 1894
Province: Ångermanland, Loca�on: Bondsjö
County:  Västernorrlands, Page 1, 
Parish: Säbrå, Line 9
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Ancestry of Betty J. Högberg

Johan Högberg
b: 26 Nov 1814-Häggdånger, Ångermanland,, Sweden
m: 1845-Västernorrland, Häggdånger, Ångermanland,, Sweden
d: 24 Sep 1879-Häggdånger, Västernorrlands, Ångermanland,

Johannes Högberg
b: 23 Jun 1850-Västernorrlands, Ångermanland, Sweden
m: 11 Jul 1876-Häggdånger, Dal, Västernorrland, Sweden
d: 27 Mar 1894-Säbrå, Västernorrland, Sweden

Catharina Lindahl
b: 23Aug 1827-Västernorrlands, Ångermanland, Sweden
d: 12 Feb 1861-Västernorrlands, Ångermanland, Sweden

Betty Johanna Högberg
b: 5 Sep 1891-Säbrå, Västernorrland, Sweden
d: Mar 1975-Norquay, Saskatchewan, Canada

Jonas Öberg
b: 27 Jul 1834-Hässjö, Häggdånger, Västernorrland, Sweden
m: 7 Aug 1858-Häggdånger, Västernorrland, Sweden
d: 1 Apr 1904-Häggdånger, Västernorrland, Sweden

Märta Helena Öberg
b: 2 Nov 1858-Dahl, Häggdånger, Västernorrland, Sweden
d: 27 Jul 1910-Jukkasjärvi, Norrbottens, Lappland, Sweden

Stina Lena Michaelsdotter
b: 1 Apr 1833-Dahl, Häggdånger, Västernorrland, Sweden
d: 18 Oct 1894-Häggdånger, Västernorrland, Sweden
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Betty Johanna Högberg left Sweden 
from the port of Göteborg for Hull, 
England on November 1, 1907.  On 
November 8, 1907, Betty departed 
England from the port of Liverpool on 
the S. S. Virginian.   She arrived 
November 17 at the port of Montreal, 
Quebec, Canada.22

On December 11, 1908, Betty 
took her mother back to Sweden. 
They crossed the border at 
Vermont.23  They departed from 
Boston, Massachusetts on the ship 
Saxonia arriving at Liverpool, 
England on December 24.24

Betty’s Vermont Border Crossing Index card lists: 
Occupation: Servant;  Read & Write: Yes;  Passage 
paid by: Mother;  Height: 5’5”;  Complexion: Fair,; 
Hair: S Brown; Eyes: Green.

Betty then returned to Canada in 1914 according 
to the 1926 census. All of Betty’s siblings who 
reached adulthood emigrated to Canada.  A number 
of her brothers settled in the Marchwell area as they 
were listed nearby to the Sigurd and Betty in the 1916 
census. 

The Russel Banner25

Thursday, April 17, 1975 - Page 10
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Chapter 11

Emil Dalen

March 2, 1885 - July 2, 1939
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Biographical Details

Emil was born on March 2nd, 1885 in 
Reno Township, Pope County, 
Minnesota.  He was the fourth child born 
to Johannes and Guri Dalen. On April 17, 
1885 Emil was baptized in the St. Pauli 
Church located near Lowry. His sponsors 
were John Erlandson, Hans O. Haugen, 
Mari Hagen, and Marie Loftingsmoe. 1

Emil was confirmed in the St. Pauli 
church on October 1st, 1899 when he was 
14 years of age.   His grade was “Good” 2

St Pauli Baptismal record for Emil Dalen

St Pauli Confirmation record for Emil

Emil, 1894 at St Pauli Church for 
summer Norwegian Bible School
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Emil was listed in the  July 15, 1900 census 
with his father and brothers in the Dalen 
homestead located in Reno Township, 
Pope County, Minnesota.

In 1905 Emil emigrated to Saskatchewan 
Canada, joining his two brothers John and 
Sigurd who had homesteaded in  
Marchwell in 1903..  Emil never married.   
In Marchwell he worked as a carpenter, 
and at harvest time he was the engineer for 
Sigurd’s steam thresher.

At the young age of fifty four, Emil died in 
a tragic truck accident.  Ten persons were 
riding in the back of the truck when the 
truck had a flat tire and overturned.  He 
was killed almost instantly.

Emil was buried in the Bethel Lutheran 
Cemetery in Marchwell, Saskatchewan, 
Canada.   His funeral was attend by 
friends, area residents, and his Canadian 
and Minnesota families.

Canada, Northwest Provinces Census, 19063

Name: Emiel Dallen
Event Type: Census, Event Date: 1906
Event Place: 33, Assiniboia East, Saskatchewan, Canada
Gender: Male, Age: 21, Marital Status: Single
Relationship to Head of Household: Brother
Birthplace: United States Of America, Birth Year (Est.): 1885
Household Role Sex Age Birthplace
118 John Dallen Head M 23, USA, immigration 1903, Langenburg, NW 18 20 30 W1
119 Siguard Head M 23, USA, immigration 1903, Langenburg, SE 22 20 30 W1
Emiel Dallen Brother M 21, USA, immigration 1905

Emil left Lowry, Pope County, MN in 1905 to join his 2 brothers who were homesteading in 
Canada.  His immigration year was 1905 as recorded in the 1906 census.  1906 date likely 
the most accurate, also matches Walter Dalen's history.

Emil is not listed in the “Manitoba, Saskatchewan and Alberta, Canada, Homestead Grant 
Registers, 1872-1930” as having applied for a 160 acre homestead.
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In the summer of 1911 the 3 Dalen brothers were working 
on farms as “Laborers”, likely driving harvesting and 
threshing farm implements.

Name Amil Dalen
Sex Male
Birth Date May 1885
Birthplace U S A
Marital Status Single
Religion Lutheran
Relationship to Head of Household Lodger
Event Type Census
Event Date 1911
Event Place Saltcoats Sub-Districts 1-34, Saskatchewan, Canada
Sub-District Number 1-34

Fifth census schedule of Canada, 19114
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Page 155 - Emil Dalen, As told by Walter Dalen

Emil Dalen was born in 1885 in Lowry, Minnesota.  He 
did not come to Canada until a few years after his brothers, 
John and Sigurd.

He was a carpenter and helped build the old hall in 
Marchwell.  Emil also built homes and at harvest time was 
the engineer for Sigurd’s steamer on the threshing outfit.

He died in a tragic truck accident in June, 1939 at the 
age of fifty-four years.

Left to Right:   
Emil, Sigurd, Unknown

Emil was the engineer for 
Sigurd’s steamer when 
threshing.   When Emil was 
killed, Sigurd gave up 
threshing 
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(Transcription) Jan 1, 1918
Dear brother Martin
Wish you a Merry Xmas and a happy new year to all.
This is a barn I built last summer, from Emil

Postcard from Emil, January 1, 1918

Emil apparently did not travel and 
visit his relatives in Minnesota as 
frequently as did Sigurd and John. 

We have a few postcards that were 
sent to his brother Martinus.

Emil, along with his 
brothers Sigurd and John 
made the trip to Lowry, 
Minnesota to attend the 
funeral of their father who 
passed away on October 
22, 1913.

Top Left to Right: Emil, 
John Loftingmoe, Martinus

Botton: John Edward 
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Emil Dalen was buried in the Bethel Lutheran Cemetery in Marchwell, Saskatchewan 
where his brother Sigurd was also buried. 

 Saskatchewan, Canada, Cemetery Transcripts, 1850-19945

Name  Emil Dalen
Age  54
Birth Date  1885
Death Date  2 Jul 1939
Burial Year  1939
Burial Place  Marchwell, 
Saskatchewan, Canada
Cemetery  Bethel Lutheran 
Church Cemetery 
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Obituary, Glenwood Herald
Pope County, Minnesota.

Former Pope County Resident is Killed

 The following article is taken from the paper published 
in Marchwell, Sask., Canada:

 Emil Dalen, 54 year old carpenter of Marchwell, was 
killed and five others injured when a truck in which they 
were riding to a picnic in the assiniboine valley 
overturned half a mile east of Marchwell Sunday 
afternoon.A flat tire on the half-ton Ford truck was 
responsible for the accident, it was revealed when 
Detective-Sergeant Nick Bretherton and Detective-
Corporal M. Nolan, R.C.M.P., conducted an 
investigation following the accident. Charles Okison, 67, 
farmer of Marchwell district, was the driver of the truck, 
which carried thirteen passengers.

 Dr. A. F. Nichol of Saltcoats conducted a post morten 
on the body of the unfortunate man Monday. Dalen was 
not married but was well known and highly respected in 
Marchwell. He leaves two brothers who reside in the 
Marchwell district.

 Mr. Dalen who is a former resident of Pope county, in 
the town of Reno, was the son of the late Mr. and Mrs. 
Johannes Dalen. He has two brothers, Martins and Otto 
Dalen and two sisters, Mrs. Hans Hanson and Mrs. 
Henry Weisel. He was born and reared in Reno 
township and has been in Canada for many years.

The Leader-Post
 (Regina, Saskatchewan, 

Canada)

Monday, July 3, 1939, Page 11

YORKTON, Sask., July 3. - 
Tragedy struck swift at a 
truckload of Marchwell 
citizens Sunday afternoon.  
The truck overturned a half-
mile east of Marchwell, 
killing one and injuring five 
others.

A flat tire on the truck 
being driven by Charles 
Okison, 67, farmer of 
Marchwell, caused the 
accident.  Ten persons were 
riding in the truck.

Emil Dalen, 54, a 
carpenter of Marchwell, was 
killed almost instantly as the 
truck rolled over in the ditch, 
struck the bank and 
rebounded onto the wheels..

One of the injured had 
been removed to the Russell 
hospital when Detective-
Sergeant N. Bretherton and 
Detective-Sergeant M. Nolan 
of the C.I.B. Yorkton 
department arrived on the 
scene.  Coroner W. G. 
MacKenzie, of Langen-burg, 
instructed a jury be 
empanelled and an inquest to 
be held at Marchwell July 8.

Dalen was a single man.  
He leaves two brothers
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Emil’s Funeral 
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L to R: Nettie, Betty H. Emilie & Lars Apland, Martin, Marit, Sigurd, John, Onen, Otto
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Emil’s 4 surviving brothers

Emil’s 5 surviving 
siblings.

Missing is Julia Dalen 
Weisel
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Chapter 12

Martinus Dalen

1887 - 1975
Biographical Details

Martinus was born on the Dalen farm located in  Reno Township, Pope County, 
Minnesota on May 5, 1887.  He was the fifth child born to Johannes and Guri Dalen.

Martinus was baptized on July 10, 1887  at the St. Pauli Lutheran Church in Lowry, 
Pope County,  Minnesota .1 His baptismal sponsors were Johan Erlandson, Olaf 
Erlandson, Johannes Hansen, Anne M. Haugen
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On Ocboter 2nd,  1901 Martinus 
was confirmed in the St. Pauli 
Lutheran Church.   Included in his 
class were his neighbor Henry 
Loftingsmoe, and his cousins John 
Alfred Erlandsen and Jennie 
Erlandsen.2

Martinus about 1894.  He was a student in 
the Norwegian School class of St. Pauli 
Church in the old church building.
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Sigurd and Martinus Dalen
Cousin Henry Erlandson and Martinus Dalen

It was said that Martinus loved horses. 
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In the 1910 US Federal Census,  Martinus was living with his father, sister Julia, and 
brother Otto on the family farm in Reno Township, Pope County, Minnesota.4

In the 1900 US Federal Census,  Martinus was living with his father, 4 brothers and 2 
sisters on the family farm in Reno Twp, Pope County, Minnesota.3

Name: J Johannes Dalen
[Johannes Dalen J] 
Age in 1910: 69
Birth Year: abt 1841
Birthplace: Norway
Home in 1910: Reno, Pope, Minnesota
Race: White
Gender: Male
Immigration Year: 1880

Relation to Head of House: Head
Marital Status: Widowed
Marital Status: Widowed
Father's Birthplace: Norway
Mother's Birthplace: Norway
Native Tongue: English
Occupation: Farmer
Industry: General Farm

When his father died in 1913, Martinus was granted a 50% interest in the 
family farm and personal property.  His younger brother Otto inherited 20% of 
the farm and property.  Martinus’s three older brothers who were residents of 
Saskatchwan, Canada, were not included in the Johannes’s will.  Together with 
Otto, the two brothers took over running family farm.  



174

In the 1920 US Federal Census, Martinus is listed as the head of the household 
in Reno Township, Pope County.  Also residing on the Dalen farm is Martinus’s 
brother Otto, his brother-in-law Henry Weisel, his sister Julia Dalen Weisel, and 
his nephew Earl Weisel.6

On June 15, 1917 Martinus registered for the World War I draft in Reno Township, 
Pope County, Minnesota.  He was listed as Height: medium, Slender, Eyes: Brown, Hair: 
Black, and was not bald.  Martinus claimed exemption from the draft for “yrs on account 
of caring of Farm”.5

Household              Role           Sex      Age           Birthplace
Martinus Dalen      Head           M         32            Minnesota 
Otto G Dalen          Brother        M         26            Minnesota 
Henry Weisel          Brother-in-law  M  34           Wisconsin   
Julia Weisel              Wife            F          30            Minnesota
Carl W Weisel         Son              M           2            Minnesota (Earl W Weisel)
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heading out to pick up his 
best gal friend in those 
days.

November 13, 1929 Martinus applied 
for a marriage license to wed Inga Emelia 
Bakko.  On November 30, the marriage 
was performed on the home farm of Inga 
Bakko and her family.7

NO GAS NEEDED FOR THIS BUGGY … About 50 
years ago, the horse and buggy was a common mode of 
transportation.  It didn’t take gas as today’s modern 
vehicles do but it did require some oats and hay to           

keep the horses going.  Pictured above is 
the late  Martin Dalen who appears to be 
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Bakko - Dalen

 A very pretty home wedding took 
place at the farm home of Mr. Bakko 
of Gilchrist, Minn., on Nov. 30 when 
his daughter Inga Emelia became the 
bride of Mr. Martinius Dalen of 
Lowry. The marriage ceremony was 
performed by Rev. C.S.Lund of 
Belgrade.

 The ceremony took place at eleven 
o’clock in the living room which had 
been decorated in pink and white. The 
bride wore a becoming dress of white 
satin trimmed in shadow lace. The 
dress was made with an overskirt and 
wide collar. Her veil was caught with 
pearls, and she carried a bouquet of 
apricot colored roses. Her attendants 
were Hilma Bakko who wore a dress 
of light tan georgette and crepe and 
carried flowers, also Nettie Jellum 
who wore a pale green georgette and 
crepe and carried flowers. The groom 
wore a dark blue suit and was 
attended by Otto Dalen, his brother 
and Martin Bakko, brother of the 
bride. Mrs. Olaus Ringerud played the 
wedding march. 

A two course wedding dinner was 
served the bridal party numbering 
about 30 relatives and close friends. In 
the afternoon ice cream and cake were 
served the guests. The bride and 
groom are both well known and have 
a host of friends who wish them joy 
and happiness in their wedded life. 
After March 1, they will be at home on 
the groom’s farm near Lowry.

– Glenwood Herald, Dec. 12, 1929

BAKKO - DALEN

Broten Review—Miss Inga Emelia Bakko of 
Gilchrist, and Martinius Dalen of Lowry were 
united in marriage at the bride’s home Saturday, 
November 30. The wedding service was read at 
11 o’clock by Rev. B.S.J. Sund of Belgrade.

Miss Helma Bakko, sister of the bride, and 
Miss Nettie Jellum attended the bride. Acting in a 
similar capacity for the groom were Martin 
Bakko, the bride’s brother, and Otto Dalen, 
brother of the groom. 

The bride wore a wedding gown of cream 
colored satin. Tan and green georgette were the 
respective materials worn by the bridesmaids. 

After the ceremony immediate relatives 
gathered at the bride’s home for the wedding 
dinner. 

The couple went to Minneapolis for a visit 
before going to Lowry where they will make 
their home.

November 30, 1929
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November 30, 1929

Bakko - Dalen

 A very pretty home wedding took 
place at the farm home of Mr. Bakko 
of Gilchrist, Minn., on Nov. 30 when 
his daughter Inga Emelia became the 
bride of Mr. Martinius Dalen of 
Lowry. The marriage ceremony was 
performed by Rev. C.S.Lund of 
Belgrade.

 The ceremony took place at eleven 
o’clock in the living room which had 
been decorated in pink and white. The 
bride wore a becoming dress of white 
satin trimmed in shadow lace. The 
dress was made with an overskirt and 
wide collar. Her veil was caught with 
pearls, and she carried a bouquet of 
apricot colored roses. Her attendants 
were Hilma Bakko who wore a dress 
of light tan georgette and crepe and 
carried flowers, also Nettie Jellum 
who wore a pale green georgette and 
crepe and carried flowers. The groom 
wore a dark blue suit and was 
attended by Otto Dalen, his brother 
and Martin Bakko, brother of the 
bride. Mrs. Olaus Ringerud played the 
wedding march. 

A two course wedding dinner was 
served the bridal party numbering 
about 30 relatives and close friends. In 
the afternoon ice cream and cake were 
served the guests. The bride and 
groom are both well known and have 
a host of friends who wish them joy 
and happiness in their wedded life. 
After March 1, they will be at home on 
the groom’s farm near Lowry.

– Glenwood Herald, Dec. 12, 1929

BAKKO - DALEN

Broten Review—Miss Inga Emelia Bakko of 
Gilchrist, and Martinius Dalen of Lowry were 
united in marriage at the bride’s home Saturday, 
November 30. The wedding service was read at 
11 o’clock by Rev. B.S.J. Sund of Belgrade.

Miss Helma Bakko, sister of the bride, and 
Miss Nettie Jellum attended the bride. Acting in a 
similar capacity for the groom were Martin 
Bakko, the bride’s brother, and Otto Dalen, 
brother of the groom. 

The bride wore a wedding gown of cream 
colored satin. Tan and green georgette were the 
respective materials worn by the bridesmaids. 

After the ceremony immediate relatives 
gathered at the bride’s home for the wedding 
dinner. 

The couple went to Minneapolis for a visit 
before going to Lowry where they will make 
their home.
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crepe and carried flowers. The groom 
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and Martin Bakko, brother of the 
bride. Mrs. Olaus Ringerud played the 
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groom are both well known and have 
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Gilchrist, and Martinius Dalen of Lowry were 
united in marriage at the bride’s home Saturday, 
November 30. The wedding service was read at 
11 o’clock by Rev. B.S.J. Sund of Belgrade.

Miss Helma Bakko, sister of the bride, and 
Miss Nettie Jellum attended the bride. Acting in a 
similar capacity for the groom were Martin 
Bakko, the bride’s brother, and Otto Dalen, 
brother of the groom. 

The bride wore a wedding gown of cream 
colored satin. Tan and green georgette were the 
respective materials worn by the bridesmaids. 

After the ceremony immediate relatives 
gathered at the bride’s home for the wedding 
dinner. 

The couple went to Minneapolis for a visit 
before going to Lowry where they will make 
their home.
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May 24, 1931 Inga Emelia gave birth to their first daughter,  Inga Magdalene Dalen.  
Unfortunately Inga did not survive childbirth and died 4 days later on May 28, 1931.  

In his grief, Martinus made the decision to have his sister Julia Dalen Weisel foster his 
infant daughter Inga Magdalene.   In the mid 40’s, Inga Magdalene moved to Minneapolis 
with Julia and Henry where she was raised as a daughter.

Inga gave birth to a daughter, Inga8

Magdalene Dalen on May 24, 1931.  
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Eleven years after losing his wife and 
the mother of his only daughter, 
Martinus married the widow Rosa Marie 
Rasmusen Feigen.on January 22, 1942 
in Marshall County, South Dakota.9

October 1971
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Martinus was not found in the 1940 US Federal Census, but he was required to 
register for the WWII draft. On April 27, 1942 Martinus and Rosa were resident in 
Minnewaska Township, Starbuck, Pope County, Minnesota. Martinus was 
employed as a farmer, his mailing address was Route 1, Starbuck.11

Martinus was 5’ 8” tall, weight ~160, 
with brown eyes, gray hair and his 
complexion was recorded as “Dark”.

In the 1930 US Federal Census, Martinus was head of the household in Reno Township 
with Inga as his spouse. Martinus was a farmer on the Dalen farm.  In 1937 Martinus and 
Otto lost the family farm to foreclosure for failure to repay a loan. In 1930 his neighbors 
were George and Minnie Erlandson, who purchased the Dalen farm in 1937 for $3,000.  
(Otto was not found in the 1930 census).

Name: Martinus Dalon10

Event Place: Reno, Pope, Minnesota, United States
Gender: Male, Age: 41, Marital Status: Married
Birth Year (Estimated): 1889, Birthplace: Minnesota
Father's Birthplace: Minnesota, Mother's Birthplace: Norway

Household     Role    Sex Age Birthplace   Father BP     Mother BP  Occupation
Martinus Dalon    Head  M  41 Minnesota  Minnesota    Norway   Farmer
Inga E Dalon         Wife    F  33 Minnesota  Norway        Norway
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Magdalene and Martinus, late 1960s

In the 1950 US Federal Census, Martinus and Rosa were residents of Starbuck 
Village, Pope County, Minnesota. Martinus was working as a farm hand.12

1967  –  Julia Dalen Weisel, Barbara Lindquist, 
Martinus Dalen, Rosa Rasmussen Feigum, 
Sophia Lindquist
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Martinus passed away Jan 21, 1975 at the 
Minnewaska Hospital in Pope County, 
Minnesota.

Martinus was buried January 24, 1975 at St. 
Pauli Cemetery in nearby Lowry, Minnesota 
where his parents, sister Marit, wife Inga 
Emelia, and only daughter Inga Magdalene 
were also buried. 14 

Name: Martinus Dalen
Death Date: 21 Jan 1975
Death Place: Pope, Minnesota
Mother's Name: (Not Known)
Event Type: Death
Typed or Handwritten: T
Birth Date: 05 May 1887

Mother's Maiden Name: (Not Known)
Born in Minnesota: Y
Record Number: 2649916
Certificate Number: 004238
Certificate Year: 1975
File Name: 004238
Affiliate Batch Identifier: NN087DN

Minnesota Death 13

Inga Magdalene, at the time of her death stated 
she wanted to be buried next to her dad, 
Martinus, since she couldn’t be with him in life.
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Martin Dalen

Rites Held
Rites held at Starbuck for Martinus Dalen

Funeral services for Martin Dalen, 87, of 
Starbuck were held from the Minnewaska 
Lutheran Church on Friday, January 24, 
1975 at 2:00 pm with Rev. Arvid 
Halverson and Rev. Donald Oldenburg 
officiating. The organist was Mrs. Andrew 
Thorstad who accompanied the soloist, 
Mr. Harry Bjokne as he sang “If I Gained 
the World But Lost My Savior” in 
Norwegian. Pallbearers were Howard 
Rasmusen, Donald Cooley, John Dalen, 
Onen Dalen, Edward Rasmusen, and 
Edwin Olson. Honary pallbearers were 
Ray Kyvig, William Thompson, William 
Nygaard, Herman Engebretson, Guy 
Sylvester, and Tinus Feigum. Interment 
will take place in St. Paul’s Lutheran 
Cemetery in Lowry, Minnesota at a later 
date. 

Mr. Dalen passed away at the 
Minnewaska Hospital on January 21. 

Martin Dalen was born in Lowry, Pope 
County, Minnesota on May 5, 1887 of the 
parents Johanos and Guri Dalen. He 
attended rural schools in that area. He 
was first married to Inga Bakko and the 
couple had one daughter, Magdaline, who 
was raised by an aunt after the death of 
Mrs. Dalen in about 1927. In January 22, 
1942 he was united in marriage to Rosa 
Feigum at Pierpoint, South Dakota by 
Rev. Waldo Ellickson. Martin spent most 
of his life in the Lowry and Starbuck area 
with the exception of a few years when he 
lived in Minneapolis. 

He is survived by his wife, Rosa, one 
daughter, Mrs. Ted Sandin (Magdaline) of 
Minneapolis, three step-children, Mrs. 

Bruce Taylor, (Rose Marie) of Round 
Rock, Texas, Elvin Feigum of 
Cranesville, Pa., and Arthur Feigum of 
Burlington, Iowa; one sister, Mrs. Julia 
Weisel of Minneapolis and two brothers, 
Otto Dalen of Glenwood and John Dalen 
of Sask. Canada. Also surviving are two 
grandsons, David Lindquist and James 
Lindquist, and one granddaughter, Mrs. 
Bob Schlickting. 

Relatives attending the funeral from a 
distance were Mr. and Mrs. Ted Sandin 
and David; Mrs. Clara Smith, Julia 
Wiesel, Mrs. Ronald Swanson, Earl 
Wiesel, Mr. and Mrs. Ray Hovey of 
Minneapolis; Irvin Hovey and Henry 
Peterson of New Effington, South 
Dakota; Mr. and Mrs. Mel Nelson of 
Golden Valley, Mr. and Mrs. Michael 
Bezener and baby; Mrs. Carl 
Rasmusen, Mr. and Mrs. Howard 
Rasmusen and Vicky of Alexandria, Mr. 
and Mrs. Ed Rasmusen and Jason of 
LeSueur; Mrs. Bruce Taylor of Round 
Rock, Texas; Mr. and Mrs. Art L. Feigum 
and Keith and Jenine of Burlington, 
Iowa; and friends and relatives from 
Glenwood, Morris, Cyrus, Lowry, 
Benson, and Starbuck. , 

Martin Dalen
RITES FRIDAY
Martin Dalen, 87, died Tuesday morning 
at the Minnewaska hospital.

Funeral services will be held from the 
Minnewaska Lutheran Church on Friday 
January 24, 1875 at 2 p.m. With Rev. 
Donald Oldenburg and Rev. Arvin 
Halvorson officiating.  Interment will be 
in St. Paul’s Cemetery at Lowry at a 
later date.The Starbuck Funeral Home is 
in charge of the arrangements.

Revival will begin at 4 p.m. Thursday 
atternoon at the Starbuck Funeral Home

The Starbuck Times
January 23, 1975
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Inga Emelia Bakko

1896-1931

Biographical Details

Inga Emeilia Bakko was born May 17, 1896 
in Bangor Twp, Pope County, Minnesota.15

Her parents were Ole E. Bakko and Barbro 
Halgrimson, both born in Flå,Nes, 
Buskerud, Norway. 

Inga married Martinus Dalen  on 
November 30, 1929.   The ceremony was 
performed on the home farm of Inga and 
her family located in Gilchrist Twp, Pope 
Co., Minnesota.

After the marriage, Martinus and Inga 
were living on the Dalen farm located in 
Reno Twp., Pope Co., Minnesota.
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Ancestors of Inga Emelia Bakko

Even Thomasen
b: 2 Dec 1824-Flå, Nes, Buskerud, Norway
m: 14 Jul 1852-Flå, Nes, Buskerud, Norway
d: 22 Mar 1884-Flå, Nes, Buskerud, Norway
bu: 1 Apr 1884

Ole Evenson Bakko
b: 22 Mar 1867-Nes, Buskerud, Norway
m: 1891-Minnesota, USA
d: 26 May 1928-Pope County, Minnesota, USA
bu: May 1928-Brooten, Stearns County, Minnesota, USA

Margit Olsdatter
b: 31 May 1831-Flå, Nes, Buskerud, Norway
d: 4 Nov 1921-Flå, Nes, Buskerud, Norway
bu: 12 Nov 1921-Flå, Nes, Buskerud, Norway

IngaEmeliaBakko
b: 17 May 1896-Pope County, Minnesota, USA
d: 28 May 1931-Lowry, Pope County, Minnesota, USA
bu: 2 Jun 1931-Lowry, Pope County, Minnesota, USA

HalgrimOlsen
b: 6 Feb 1829-Flå, Nes, Buskerud, Norway
m: 19 Oct 1851-Nes, Buskerud, Norway
d: 15 Apr 1885-Pope County, Minnesota, USA

Barbro Halgrimson
b: 24 Sep 1862-Flå, Nes, Buskerud, Norway
d: 8 Dec 1927-Pope County, Minnesota, USA
bu: Brooten, Stearns County, Minnesota, USA

Ingeborg Olsdatter
b: 14 Jan 1831-Flå, Nes, Buskerud, Norway
d: bef 15 Apr 1885-Minnesota, USA

Prepared 15 May 2020 by:
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Inga Emelia passed away on May 28, 1931, 4 days after giving birth to her daughter.  The 
cause of death recorded in the Pope County Death Register was “eclampsia - 3 day”.16

Inga was buried June 2, 1931 at St. 
Pauli Cemetery, Bend Wade Twp., 
Pope County, Minnesota located 
near Lowry, Minnesota.17

Congregational Records, Minnesota, Lowry, St Paul´s Lutheran18
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Mrs. M. J. Dalen Dies; 
Buried At Lowry19

Mrs. Martinus J. Dalen, Lowry, 
who died on May 28 was buried in 
the St. Pauli Cemetery on June 2 with 
Rev. Vaage officiating at the 
interment and the services in the St. 
Pauli church and the Dalen home. 

Inga Emelia Dalen was born May 
17, 1896 in Bangor township, the 
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Ole E. 
Bakko of Gilchrist. She was a 
member of Our Savior Church, 
Brooten, and the St. Pauli church, 
Lowry after her marriage to 
Martinius J. Dalen on November 30, 
1929. 

Surviving in addition to her 
widower, are her parents, Mr. and 
Mrs. Bakko, Gilchrist; a baby born 
May 24, 1931; two sisters, Mrs. Carl 
Lingen, Starbuck; and a sister Helma 
Bakko; two brothers, Martin and 
Helmer of Terrace.

 The St. Pauli church was 
beautifully decorated for the services 
at which special music was furnished 
by a ladies quartette composed Mrs. 
Middents, Mrs. A. M. Anderson, Mrs. 
Fjoslien and Mrs. Gryte, with Miss 
Gertrude Gryte as accompanist.

 Mrs. Dalen will be greatly missed 
by members of her family and many 
score of close friends.  

RENO

This community was saddened last week 
when it was learned that Mrs. Martin Dalen 
had passed away Friday evening, the cause of 
her death being pneumonia. Mrs. Dalen gave 
birth to a baby daughter Sunday evening last 
week who is thriving well at this writing. Mrs. 
Dalen was under the care of a trained nurse 
and excellent medical aid was given her, but 
all to no avail. Besides her infant daughter she 
leaves her husband and numerous other 
relatives. We extend our sincere sympathy to 
those who are left to mourn her loss. 
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Rosa Marie Rasmusen
Feigum
Dalen

1900-1993 

Rosa Rasmusen was born October 1, 
1900 to parents Peder and Emma (Olsen) 
Rasmusen.  Rosa was baptized November 
15, 1900 at the Falnes Lutheran Church at 
Langford, South Dakota20.

On June 30, 1923 Rosa married Martin 
Feigum at Zion Lutheran Church at 

Belgrade, Minnesota.21 Martin was born 
June 6, 1891 at Luster, Sogn og Fjordane, 
Norway, his parents were Mons Feigum 
and Britha Feigum 

Martin emigrated in 1910 and took up 
residence in Pope County, Minnesota.

In the 1930 US Federal Census Martin Feigum and Rosa were residents of White Bear 
Lake Township, Pope County, Minnesota. In 1930 they were the parents of two sons Elvin 
and Arthur.22

Martin Feigum passed away June 17, 1934 at Starbuck, Pope County, Minnesota.23

Martin was buried in the Minnewaska Lutheran Cemetery, Starbuck, Pope County.   
Martin and Rosa were the parents of four children.

          Phillip M Feigum, 1924 - 1924
          Elvin B Feigum, 1925 - 1981
          Arthur L Feigum, 1929 - 2008 
          Rosa Marie Feigum, 1932 - 

Rosa Rasmusen Feigum Dalen 
passed away December 5, 1993.in 
Pope County, Minnesota.24  Rosa 
was buried in the Minnewaska 
Lutheran Cemetery, Starbuck, 
Pope County, Minnesota, USA.25
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My Grandpa

He stood tall, was tall.
His hands were big, to hold me.  
His voice was soft, his smile gentle.

I crawled onto his lap.
I wiggled, squirmed, smiling with delight,
He smiled back and held me tight.

When I was older, like teen years,
I stood near him and curled a finger
around his pinkie finger.

From Grandpa I learned,
  To be quiet, speak softly,
  Have patience, and sit still.

But most of all, 
   to love deeply and 
   silence is golden

            His Grandaughter
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Chapter 13

Julia Dalen Weisel

August 13

1889

Biographical Details

Julia Dalen was born August 13, 1889  on the family farm in Reno 
Township, Pope County, Minnesota.  Her parents were Johannes Dalen and 
Guri Erlandson.

Julia was baptized in St. Pauli Lutheran Church, located a few miles West 
of Lowry, Pope County,  Minnesota.  Julia’s baptismal sponsors were Johann 
Erlandson, Kr. Erlandson, Olaf Erlandson, Sigri Haugen, and Gurta Bjokne.1

September 18

 1989
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Julia’s report card dated August 4, 
1900 at the end of summer Bible 
School class.

.Julia spoke Norwegian at home 
along with her siblings.  Norwegian 
was spoken at church and Bible 
school.  But the siblings  carefully 
avoided  their children learning 
Norwegian.  Julia’s son Earl 
commented when he approached Julia 
and her sister Mary speaking in 
English, they quickly switched to 
Norwegian.

When Julia was 4, her mother Guri 
Erlandson passed away 19 days after 
giving birth to her son Otto Dalen..

In the 1900 census, Julia was living 
with her father, brothers John, Sigurd, 
Emil, Martinus, Otto and her sisters Marit 
and Gina. 

. Minnesota, Pope County, Reno Township, 
Enumerated on the 15-18th day of June, 1900.2
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Julia was confirmed 
on December 4, 
1904 at St. Pauli’s 
Lutheran Church in 
Lowry.3
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Julia, age 18, with her niece 
Mabel Hanson, 1907

Julia with her nephew 
Johnny Hanson

This is likely Julia’s 
Confirmation Portrait
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Julia married Henry G.  Weisel

March 3rd , 1917 

In Pope County, Minnesota4
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Aug 10, 1944 
3614 Colfax Ave South,  Minneapolis

1930s, Lowry, Minnesota

Late 1920’s at the Dalen 
farmhouse, Reno Twp., Pope Co.

December 1955
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March 1967

3624 41st Ave So, Minneapolis At 3624 41st Ave South, Minneapolis

About 1960

3544 Minnehaha Ave, 
Minneapolis

December 1959
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Julia, Henry and their young son Earl are living in the Dalen farmhouse.

Henry and Julia resided in Ben Wade Twp, and Henry has started a well 
drilling business.  

1920 Census Reno Twp, Pope County, Minnesota, January 195

1930 Census, Ben Wade Twp, Pope County, Minnesota, April 3rd6
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1940 Census, Lowry, Ben Wade Twp., Pope County, Minnesota, April 247

1950 Census, Minneapolis, Hennepin County, Minnesota, April 108

Henry and Julia were now living at 3614 Colfax Avenue.  Henry was now 
employed as a “machine operator”.

Henry and Julia are now renting in Lowry, Pope County, on East Main Street.  Both 
Henry and Julia are recorded as having had an 8th grade education.  Henry is still 
running a well drilling business, and Magdalene Dalen, Julia’s niece, has joined the 
family and is being raised as Earl’s sister.
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Julia, 1921, age 32
Julia, 1930s

Mary Dalen Hanson, Sigrid Sveen, Julia Dalen Weisel
At the Dalen farm.
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Left - Julia before 1944 as a 
resident of Lowry, Pope Co. 
MN

Right - After Henry and Julia 
moved to Minneapolis in 
1944, Julia worked for extra 
income as a babysitter.

Left - Julia out with a 
purpose, typically 
shopping or errands.

Right - Julia on a 
summer visit to Beaver 
Dam to visit Mary 
Weisel, Henry’s sister.



203

Julia 1979

Julia 1974
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Family of Henry G Weisel and Julia Dalen 19 May 2022
Father Henry George Weisel

Birth 23 Mar 1884 Salemville, Green Lake County, Wisconsin, USA
Military 12 Sep 1918 Pope County, Minnesota, USA
Census-Brother-in-law 1920 Martinus Dalen; Reno Townhip, Pope County, Minnesota, USA
Census 1930 Ben Wade Township, Pope County, Minnesota, USA
Census 1940 Lowry, Pope County, Minnesota, USA
Death 15 Feb 1967 Minneapolis, Hennepin County, Minnesota, USA
Burial Oak Hill Cemetery, Minneapolis, Hennepin County, Minnesota, USA
Marriage 3 Mar 1917 Pope County, Minnesota, USA
Father William Tobias Weisel (1847-1923)
Mother Anna Maria Schepp (1850-1932)

Mother Julia Dalen
Birth 13 Aug 1889 Lowry, Pope County, Minnesota, USA
Baptism 15 Sep 1889 St. Pauli Lutheran Church, Ben Wade Township, Pope County, Minnesota, USA
Census-Daughter 15 Jun 1900 Johannes Dalen; Reno Township, Pope County, Minnesota, USA
Confirmation 4 Dec 1904 St. Paul's Lutheran, Lowry, Pope County, Minnesota, USA
Census-Daughter 1 Apr 1910 Johannes Dalen; Reno Township, Pope County, Minnesota, USA
Census-Sister 1920 Martinus Dalen; Reno Townhip, Pope County, Minnesota, USA
Census-Spouse 1930 Henry George Weisel; Ben Wade Township, Pope County, Minnesota, USA
Census-Spouse 1940 Henry George Weisel; Lowry, Pope County, Minnesota, USA
Residence 1944 3614 Colfax Ave. South, Minneapolis, Hennepin County, Minnesota, USA
Residence Jul 1957 3544 Minnehaha Ave, Minneapolis, Hennepin County, Minnesota, USA
Misc-Sister Jun 1961 John Edward Dalen; Visit by brothers and sister from MN; Marchwell, Saskatchewan,

Canada
Residence Aug 1965 3624 41st Ave South, Minneapolis, Hennepin County, Minnesota, USA
Residence 1970 600 18th Ave North, Minneapolis, Hennepin County, Minnesota, USA
Death 18 Sep 1989 Minneapolis, Hennepin County, Minnesota, USA
Burial Oak Hill Cemetery, Minneapolis, Hennepin County, Minnesota, USA
Father Johannes Dalen (1841-1913)
Mother Guri Erlandson (1856-1893)

Children
M Earl William Weisel

Birth 16 Mar 1917 Lowry, Pope County, Minnesota, USA
Census-Nephew 1920 Martinus Dalen; Reno Townhip, Pope County, Minnesota, USA
Census-Son 1930 Henry George Weisel; Ben Wade Township, Pope County, Minnesota, USA
Census-Son 1940 Henry George Weisel; Lowry, Pope County, Minnesota, USA
Death 3 Nov 2017 Sauk Rapids, Minnesota, USA
Spouse Gwendolyn Jane Mollers (1922-2016)
Marriage 26 Oct 1945 Minneapolis, Hennepin County, Minnesota, USA

M Glen Mervin Weisel
Birth 24 Apr 1920 Lowry, Pope County, Minnesota, USA
Death 29 Apr 1920 Lowry, Pope County, Minnesota, USA
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Earl - Easter Sunday 2019
Earl with Julia and his 

Godmother Aunt Mary Weisel

Earl, 3 years old, at the Olaf Erlandson farm.
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Earl with his dog Bob

Earl on his first day of 
school

Earl, dressed for a 
school play Earl’s Sunday suit

Henry with Earl, about 1919
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In 1931, Inga Magdalene Dalen, newly born, joined the family of Julia and Henry 
Weisel.  Magdalene was Julia’s niece, the daughter of her brother Martinus Dalen.  Inga’s  
mother, Inga Emelia Bakko passed away 4 days after Magdalene’s birth.  Martinus, grief 
stricken, made the decision to have his sister care for the infant Magdalene after losing his 
wife 18 months into their marriage.  Henry and Julia went on to raise Magdalene as a 
daughter and Earl’s sister.  (See Chapter 12 Martinues Dalen)

Earl William Weisel 
Glenwood High School 

Pope County, MN 
Class of 1935

Earl W Weisel,
US Army Signal Corp

February 1942 - March 1945
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Magdalene Dalen 

Confirmation class May 20, 
1945, Bethlehem Lutheran 
Church

West High School,
Minneapolis 
Class of 1949
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Sargent Earl W Weisel, home after serving 3 years overseas in 
North Africa, Sicily, and Italy during WWII.
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Julia Dalen Weisel was buried 
Wednesday, September 21, 1989 at 
Oak Hill Cemetery, Minneapolis, 
Hennepin County, Minnesota.9
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Henry George 
Weisel

1884 -1967

Heinrich Georg Weisel was born March 23, 
1884 in Kingston Township, Green Lake 
County, Wisconsin.  On November 16, 1884 he 
was baptized at St. Paul's Church,  N9497 
Inglehart Road, Town of Scott, Section 12, 
Columbia County, Wisconsin.1

His parents were Wilhelm Weisel (25 April 
1847, Gambach, Wetteraukries, Hessen, 
Germany - 7 May 1923 Ben Wade Township, 
Pope County, Minnesota) and Anna Maria 
Schepp (1 October 1850 Pohl-Göns, Kreis 
Friedberg, Hessen, Germany - 21 April 1932 
Ben Wade Township, Pope County, 
Minnesota)

Kirchenbuch (St. Paul’s Church 
Records)

Henry had 10 siblings, all surviving to middle age or older.

1) Conrad (19 Sep 1869 Kingston Twp, Green Lake Co, WI - 17 Feb 1930 Seattle, King Co., WA)
2) Jacob (28 Jul 1872 Kingston Twp, Green Lake Co, WI - 9 Nov 1937 St. Louis Co., MN)
3) Elisabeth (12 May 1875 Kingston Twp, Green Lake Co, WI - 16 Sep 1951 Douglas Co., MN)
4) John (10 May 1877 Kingston Twp, Green Lake Co, WI  - 22 Dec 1956 Farwell, Pope Co., MN)
5) George (10 Sep 1879 Kingston Twp, Green Lake Co, WI - 17 Feb 1965 Duluth, St. Louis Co., MN)
6) Dorothea Elise (10 Dec 1881 Kingston Twp, Green Lake Co, WI - 5 May 1959 Los Angeles, CA)
7) Henry George (23 Mar 1884 Kingston Twp, Green Lake Co, WI - 15 Feb 1967 Minneapolis, MN)
8) William (18 Aug 1886 Kingston Twp, Green Lake Co, WI - 16 Oct 1959 Douglas Co., MN)
9) Mary Friederike (7 Mar 1889 Kingston Twp, Green Lake Co, WI - 1 Jul 1964 Dodge Co., WI)
10) Ida Kathrine (23 Aug 1892 Lansing, Mower Co., MN - 3 Mar 1986 Faribault Co., MN)
11) Harold (5 Mar 1895 Lansing, Mower Co., MN  - 16 Nov 1972 Lowry, Pope Co., MN)

1945
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June 7, 1900 Census for William Weisel & Mary Schepp, Clifton Twp, Traverse Co., MN2

1914, Lowry 
Baseball Team

1962 1964
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Ancestors of Henry George Weisel

Johann Georg Weisel
b: 27 Nov 1805-Muschenheim, Kreis Lich, Hessen, Germany
m: 12Jul 1846-Gambach, Hessen, Germany
d: 9 Dec 1893-Austin, Mower County, Minnesota, USA
bu: 16 Dec 1893-Scott Township, Columbia County, Wisconsin, USA

Tobias WilliamWeisel
b: 25 Apr 1847-Gambach, Hessen, Germany
m: 15 Oct 1868-Columbia County, Wisconsin, USA
d: 7 May 1923-Lowry, Pope County, Minnesota, USA
bu: 1923-Lowry, Pope County, Minnesota, USA

Katharina Elisabetha Grieb
b: 21 Dec 1817-Gambach, Hessen, Germany
d: 19 Feb 1891-Columbia County, Wisconsin, USA
bu: Scott Township, Columbia County, Wisconsin, USA

Henry George Weisel
b: 23 Mar 1884-Green Lake County, Wisconsin, USA
d: 15 Feb 1967-Hennepin County, Minnesota, USA
bu: 18 Feb 1967-Hennepin County, Minnesota, USA

Johannes VI Schepp
b: 26 Apr 1816-Pohl-Göns, Kreis Friedberg, Hessen, Germany
m: 25 Sep 1845-Pohl-Göns, Kreis Friedberg, Hessen, Germany
d: 25 Oct 1852-Pohl-Göns, Kreis Friedberg, Hessen, Germany

Anna Maria Schepp
b: 1 Oct 1850-Pohl-Göns, Kreis Friedberg, Hessen, Germany
d: 21 Apr 1932-Pope County, Minnesota, USA
bu: Lowry, Pope County, Minnesota, USA

Maria Elisabetha Müller
b: 29 Mar 1822-Pohl-Göns, Kreis Friedberg, Hessen, Germany
d: 12 Jun 1897-Columbia County, Wisconsin, USA
bu: 14 Jun 1897-Columbia County, Wisconsin, USA

Ancestors of Henry George Weisel

Johann Georg Weisel
b: 27 Nov 1805-Muschenheim, Kreis Lich, Hessen, Germany
m: 12Jul 1846-Gambach, Hessen, Germany
d: 9 Dec 1893-Austin, Mower County, Minnesota, USA
bu: 16 Dec 1893-Scott Township, Columbia County, Wisconsin, USA

Tobias WilliamWeisel
b: 25 Apr 1847-Gambach, Hessen, Germany
m: 15 Oct 1868-Columbia County, Wisconsin, USA
d: 7 May 1923-Lowry, Pope County, Minnesota, USA
bu: 1923-Lowry, Pope County, Minnesota, USA

Katharina Elisabetha Grieb
b: 21 Dec 1817-Gambach, Hessen, Germany
d: 19 Feb 1891-Columbia County, Wisconsin, USA
bu: Scott Township, Columbia County, Wisconsin, USA

Henry George Weisel
b: 23 Mar 1884-Green Lake County, Wisconsin, USA
d: 15 Feb 1967-Hennepin County, Minnesota, USA
bu: 18 Feb 1967-Hennepin County, Minnesota, USA

Johannes VI Schepp
b: 26 Apr 1816-Pohl-Göns, Kreis Friedberg, Hessen, Germany
m: 25 Sep 1845-Pohl-Göns, Kreis Friedberg, Hessen, Germany
d: 25 Oct 1852-Pohl-Göns, Kreis Friedberg, Hessen, Germany

Anna Maria Schepp
b: 1 Oct 1850-Pohl-Göns, Kreis Friedberg, Hessen, Germany
d: 21 Apr 1932-Pope County, Minnesota, USA
bu: Lowry, Pope County, Minnesota, USA

Maria Elisabetha Müller
b: 29 Mar 1822-Pohl-Göns, Kreis Friedberg, Hessen, Germany
d: 12 Jun 1897-Columbia County, Wisconsin, USA
bu: 14 Jun 1897-Columbia County, Wisconsin, USA
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Newspaper clipping from the 1967 
Pope County Tribune, Pope County, 
Minnesota

Obituary - Minneapolis Star, Friday, 
February 17, 1967, Page 7

Henry was buried at Oak Hill Cemetery, 
Minneapolis, Hennepin County, Minnesota3
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Chapter 14

Gina Dalen

Faerie keeping 
watch

by the wee one’s 
grave stone

till dawns first 
light

Born - November 2, 1891 
Baptized - January 9, 1892
Died - September 12, 1894
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Frame: 269, 1892 Transcription:1
1892, Line 2. 2.11.91, Jan 9. 92, Gina, Johannes og Guri Dalen

 Sponsers: Gurine Eriksen, Bjorn Eriksen, Ivar Tegen, Mrs Teigen

Gina Dahlen, Female, White, Single
DOD: Nov. 1894, 2y 10m 10d, Place: Reno Township,
Summer complaint
Father: John J. Dahlen, Norway
Mother: Guri Dahlen, Norway
Recorded: 11/12/1894

Court House Records, Death - Book B, p. 45 l. 38,
Glenwood, Pope County, Minnesota, USA
130 E. Minnesota Ave., Glenwood, Minnesota 56334.

Court House Records
Glenwood, Pope County, Minnesota, USA

130 E. Minnesota Ave., Glenwood, Minnesota 56334
Birth - Book B, p.45, l. 38

Birth - November 2, 1891, Reno Township, Pope County, Minnesota

Death - September 12, 1894, Reno Township, Pope County, Minnesota

Baptism - St. Pauli Luthern Church, Lowry, Pope County, Minnesota
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Frame: 304, 1894 Transcription:3
Line 5: 12-9-94, 15-9-94, Gina Dalen, 2 3/4, St. Pauli

Burial - St. Pauli Lutheran Cemetery, Lowry, Pope Co., Minnesota

Note -- Pope Co. 
Courthouse record states 
Gina died of summer 
complaint.

Dictionary.com “Summer 
Complaint” Noun- an 
acute condition of 
diarrhea, occurring during 
the hot summer months 
chiefly in infants and 
children, caused by 
bacterial contamination of 
food and associated with 
poor hygiene.

“Mom told me, how it was 
so sad, regarding Gina.
        When Gina got sick, 
the only thing she wanted 
to eat, was watermelon, 
and there was a abundance 
of watermelons that year. 
No one knew, that the 
watermelon was 
contributing to her being 
so sick.“

As shared by Nettie Dalen 
to Marlis Dalen

Watermelon is a splendid 
source of dietary fiber and 
water. But, if you eat too 
much watermelon, it can 
cause bloating, gas, 
flatulence, diarrhea, and 
other such stomach 
troubles. This is majorly 
due to the presence of 
sorbitol, which is a sugar 
compound, and lycopene, 
which gives the fruit its 
bright red color
Note - via google.com

Gina was buried on September 15, 1894 in the St. Pauli Church Cemetery on 
County 28 and 300th Avenue,  about 1 ½ miles west of Lowry, Ben Wade Twp, 
Pope County, Minnesota.2
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Gina’s china doll and doll blanket. Originally in the 
possession of Julia Dalen Weisel, Gina’s sister. It was given to 
Barbara Lindquist, great granddaughter of Johannes and Guri 
Erlandson Dalen as Barbara had the exact same birthday as Gina.

Antique china dolls were predominantly 
produced in Germany, approximately between 1840 
and 1940, with the peak in popularity between 
roughly 1840 and 1890

A typical china doll has a shoulder head made of 
glazed whitish porcelain, with painted molded hair 
and facial features. The glaze gives the doll a 
characteristic glossy appearance. The head is 
typically attached to a body made of cloth or leather, 
sometimes with arms and legs made of porcelain.4
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Chapter 15

Otto Dalen

August 1, 
1985

December 10,
1893
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Otto was born on the Dalen farm 
located in Reno Township, Pope County, 
Minnesota on December 10, 1893.  Family 
history recounts he was born in the farm 
“soddy”.  

Otto was the last child born to Johannes 
and Guri Dalen as Guri died 19 days after 
giving birth of a bowel infection,  a 
complication of childbirth.   

Otto was baptized on December 21, 
1893 in the St. Pauli Lutheran Church in 
Lowry, Pope County.  His sponsors were 
Marie Loftingsmoe, Marit Bjokne, Anne M. 
Haugen, and Olaf John Erlandson.1

Biographical Details

1893 St. Pauli Lutheran Church Baptism record, page 8 & 9
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Otto was confirmed in the St. Pauli Lutheran Church on November 2, 1909.2
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In the 1910 US Federal Census, Otto was living with his father Johannes 
Dalen, sister Julia, and brother Martinus on the family farm.

In the 1900 US Federal Census, Otto was living with his father Johannes 
Dalen, 4 brothers and 2 sisters on the family farm in Reno Twp, Pope 
County, Minnesota.

When his father  Johannes died in 
1913, Johannes’ will granted a 50% 
interest in the family farm and 
property to his older brother 
Martinus.  Another 30% interest and 
property was granted to his sister 
Julia Dalen and Otto inherited 20% 
of the farm and property. 3

   Otto’s three older brothers, who 
were residents of Saskatchewan, 
Canada, along with Mary Dalen 
Hanson, were not included in the 
will.

Otto, along with his older brother 
Martinus, took over running the 
family farm.  As the two "bachelors" 
lived on the farm, the eldest, 
Martinus, would have to enlist to 
fight in the war.  The youngest 
would be permitted to stay and 
manage the farm.  But Otto opted to 
serve in the place of Martinus.

“Tinnus had never carried a gun 
and would never carry a gun is what 
I was told.  So Dad went in his 
place.”  (As told to Otto’s daughter.)
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World War 1 (28 July 1914 – 11 November 1918)

World War I, also known as the Great War, started in 1914 after the assassination of 
Archduke Franz Ferdinand of Austria. His murder catapulted into a war across Europe 
that lasted until 1918.

After German submarines began sinking neutral ships, including those carrying 
passengers, Woodrow Wilson, on April 2, 1917, called for a declaration of war against 
Germany.

Otto was 20 when the war started.  On June 9th, 1917, age 23, Otto was registered for the 
draft.4

Otto G. Dalen  serves in 
World War I.

Otto enlisted in the United States 
Army on February 24, 19185 and was 
discharged May 17, 1919.10  He served in 
Regiment Company M, 168th Infantry, 
with Service Number: 2, 157, 138.

On July 31, 1918, Otto departed New 
York and arrived at Liverpool, England, 
August 10th on the ship Melita. After 
additional training, Otto was sent to the 
front in Northern France at St. Mihiel on 
September 12, 1918.6

Ship Melita

Battle of Saint-Mihiel

The Battle of Saint-Mihiel was a major 
World War I battle fought from 12–15 
September 1918, involving the American 
Expeditionary Forces (AEF) and 110,000 French 
troops under the command of General John J. 
Pershing of the United States against German 
positions. The U.S. Army Air Service played a 
significant role in this action.7

Losses: U.S., 7,000 casualties; German, at 
least 17,500, including 10,000 captured.
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The M2 gas mask was a 
French-made gas mask used 
by French, British and 
American forces from April 
1916 to August 1918 during 
World War I.[1] The M2 was 
fabricated in large quantities, 
with about 29,300,000 being 
made during the war.[2] It 
was intended to protect the 
wearer from at least five 
hours' exposure to phosgene 
gas, a common chemical 
weapon of the time.8

 While Otto was fighting 
in the trenches in the battle at 
St. Mihiel, he was shot in his 
gas mask.  To survive, he 
took the gas mask off of 
another dead soldier and 
continued fighting. 

Otto Dalen 
In France
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Service Notes

(1) “The Battle of Saint-Mihiel was a major World War I battle fought from 12–15 
September 1918, involving the American Expeditionary Forces (AEF) and 110,000 French 
troops under the command of General John J. Pershing of the United States against German 
positions.”7

(2) World War I was associated with trench warfare in Northern France. Trenches were 
long, deep ditches dug as protective defenses to shield troops both from machine-gun fire 
and aerial artillery attacks and some degree of safety against exposure to chemical warfare.

(3) While Otto was fighting in the trenches in the battle at St. Mihiel, he was shot in his 
gas mask.  To survive, he took the gas mask off of another dead soldier and continued 
fighting.  Otto's exposure to gas while in the trench, likely left Otto with lung irritation.  
Otto struggled with pneumonia a number of times during his early married life, but there 
wasn't effective treatment for it then. At the time of Otto's death, he was hospitalized for 
pneumonia.  He had been on a maintenance dose of antibiotics for about two years.  
Doctors would "rotate" his antibiotics, to prevent building a tolerance to the medication in 
order to keep the pneumonia under control.  His wife, Nettie, would check his temperature 
during the day; if it increased, his antibiotics were increased.  In the end, his heart gave out 
due to the pressure from his lungs which were squeezing his heart.
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On April 18, 1919, Otto departed from Brest, France on the ship U.S.S. 
Leviathan, and arrived home April 25, 1919 at Hoboken, New Jersey, US.9

At the time the U.S.S. Leviathan was the “World’s Largest Ship, 950 Feet 
Long, 100 Feet Wide, 5800 Tons”

Otto was discharged May 17, 1919 at Camp Dodge, Iowa.10

5

U.S.S. Leviathan Silk like handkerchief that was 
found among Otto’s special 
keepsakes.  
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The Glenwood Herald
Lowry News Notes

Otto Dalen Returns From Overseas.

Otto Dalen, another of the Lowry boys who 
has done his bit for Uncle Sam, returned to his 
home Sunday.  Otto is sure looking fine and as 
tho’ army life agreed with him.

February 24, 1918 he left Lowry for Camp 
Dodge, was put into the infantry and 
transferred to Camp Sevier, South Carolina.  
Here he contracted diptheria and was sent to 
the hospital for three weeks where he says he 
had good care.

Leaving the United States on July 30 and 
after having an uneventful voyage he arrived 
at Lieverpool, England, August 10. Here for 30 
days they had continual drill and training and 
then crossed the English channel and started 
for La Havre. Here Otto was transferred into 
the 42nd division of the 168th infantry and his 
division camped for a short while in a small 
town near La Havre.

On Sept. the 12th they were sent to the 
front at St. Mihiel and went over the top.  They 
were released from that time until the time the 
armistice was signed.  He was right in the thick 
of the fight at the Argonne and Sedan, 
although he says there was not much hard 
fighting in the last drive.  They were on their 
way to Metz when news of the armistice was 
received.  He was then in the hospital for a 
short time.

Later they marched into Germany, rested a 
day Luxemberg and went on into Belgium.  On 
the 16th of December they were ordered to the 
Rhine to do guard duty.

April the 9th he set sail for home on the 
Leviathan, landed the 25th at Camp Upton and 
there went to Camp Dodge.  They were on 
parade at Cedar Rapids, Marshall and Des 
Moines, Iowa and sure were shown a glad 
welcome.  Tuesday morning he arrived at 
Camp Dodge was honorably discharged on 
Saturday and returned to Lowry on Sunday.

A hearty welcome is extended to him by 
the home folks and they honor him for his 
sacrifices and bravery.  He speaks highly of the 
Red Cross and the work they did for the 
soldiers.

Otto, just home from France.
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In the 1930 US Federal Census12, 
Martinus was head of the household in 
Reno Township with Inga as his spouse. 
Martinus was a farmer on the Dalen farm.

  In 1937 Martinus and Otto lost the 
family farm to foreclosure for failure to 
repay a loan. In 1930 Martinus’ neighbors 
were George and Minnie Erlandson, who 

purchased the Dalen farm in 1937 for 
$3,000.  

A bit of a mystery, Otto Dalen was not 
found/enumerated anywhere in the 1930 
census even though at the time he was 
running the farm with Martinus.

In the 1920 US Federal Census11, Martinus is listed as the head of the household 
in Reno Township, Pope County.  Also resident on the Dalen farm is Otto, his 
brother-in-law Henry Weisel, his sister Julia Dalen Weisel, and his nephew Earl 
Weisel.
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NEWSCLIP—OTTO DALEN MAN CRITICALLY HURT AS CAR HITS SNOWPLOW

 Icy roads brought on by the area’s �irst severe snowfall resulted in a serious injury to a 62 year-old 
Long Beach man last Thursday afternoon. 

In improved, but still serious condition in the Minnewaska hospital in Starbuck is Otto Dalen, whose car 
collided with a snowplow a half mile north of Starbuck on highway 114 around 2:30p.m. last Thursday. 

Mr. Dalen was driving south toward Starbuck when he ran into the wheel of the snowplow on top of the 
hill, which was extremely icy. 

The car remained on the road, but observers said it bounced back 10 feet after hitting the spare tire on 
the snowplow. Mr. Dalen received a crushed chest in the impact. 

His 1948 Plymouth is considered beyond repair. It’s not known how long he will remain in the hospital. 

In the 1950 US Federal Census14, Otto and Nettie, along with Onen, John and 
Marlys were recorded on the “corner of Pelican road”, Long Beach Township, 
Pope County, Minnesota.

Neither Otto or Nettie were found 
in the 1940 US Federal Census.  But 
Otto was required to register for the 
WWII draft13.  On April 26, 1942 Otto 
and Nettie’s mailing address was 
Glenwood, Pope County, Minnesota. 

Otto’s occupation was listed as 
farming, his height was 5’ 9’ and 
weight approximately 145 pounds. 
His eyes and hair were brown, and 
his complexion was dark. 
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Otto George Dalen and Nettie Cecelia Jellum
Were married June 28, 193115 

at the Jellum Farm, Pope County, Minnesota
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JELLUM—DAHLIN 

Marriage vows were spoken by Miss Nettie 
Jellum and Mr. Otto Dahlin before an 
improvised altar, decorated with white and 
pink baskets of pioneer roses and ferns on the 
lawn of the Jellum farm home. The marriage 
service was read by Rev. G.O. Forde 

Mendelssohn’s processional was played by Mrs. 
John Cooley of Lowry, a niece of the 
bridegroom. The bride’s gown was an ankle 
length blue chiffon with bodice top, with a veil 
cap effect. She wore astring of pearls, the gift of 
the groom, and a corsage bouquet of roses, 
baby breath and ferns. Her bridesmaid was 
Miss Ruth Aslakson. She was gowned in blue 
flowered chiffon and carried a corsage of roses.

The groom was attended by John Hanson, his 
nephew.

After the ceremony, a wedding reception was 
held at which about 40 guests were present. A 
two-course buffet supper was served.A 3-tier 
wedding cake, made by Mrs. Fred Jellum and 
Mrs. J.J. Larson, formed the center-piece on 
the table. The Misses Helen Hustad, Mildred 
Aslakson, Gladys Nelson and Mrs. John Larson 
waited on table, and Mrs. Melvin Christianson 
and Mrs. J. Dahlseng were cooks. 

The young couple left on a two week’s wedding 
trip to points in S. Dak. Upon their return, 
they will make their home on a farm near 
Lowry which the groom rents. 

The bride is a daughter of Mr. Ole Jellum of 
White Bear Lake and the groom’s parents are 
deceased. 



Their marriage was recorded with the Indherred Lutheran Church, 
Starbuck, Pope County, Minnesoa.15
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Otto Dalen Weds 
      Miss Nettie Jellum

Under an arch on the lawn at the 
home of the bride's parents, Nettie 
Jellum became the bride of Otto 
Dalen, Lowry, at 5 p. m., June 28.  
The service was performed by Rev. 
G. O. Forde.  The wedding march 
was played by Mrs. John Cooley, a 
niece of the groom.

Miss Jellum is the daughter of Mr. 
and Mrs. Ole N. Jellum, Starbuck.  
Immediately after the ceremony, 
the newly married couple left on 
their honeymoon in South Dakota.  
Upon their return they will reside 
at the farm home of Julius Dalen, 
a brother of the groom.

Miss Jellum wore a light blue 
chiffon with a bridal veil cap 
effect and carried a bouquet of 
pink roses.  Her bridesmaid, 
Miss Ruth Aslakson wore a  blue 
flowered voile and wore a 
corsage bouquets of mixed 
flowers.

Mr. John Hanson, a nephew 
of the groom, was the best 
man.

A two course buffet supper 
was served to 40 guests at a 
wedding reception.  A three tier 
wedding cake was a feature of 
the table decorations.  Those 
assisting in the serving were 
Helen Hustad, Mildred Aslakson, 
Gladys Nelson, and Mrs. John 
Larson.,
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Family of Otto G. Dalen and Nettie C. Jellum 11 July 2020
Father Otto George Dalen

Birth 10 Dec 1893 Lowry, Pope County, Minnesota, USA
Baptism 21 Dec 1893 St. Pauli Lutheran Church, Ben Wade Township, Pope County, Minnesota, USA
Census-Son 15 Jun 1900 Johannes Dalen; Reno Township, Pope County, Minnesota, USA
Confirmation 2 Nov 1909 St Paul's Lutheran, Lowry, Pope County, Minnesota, USA
Census-Son 1 Apr 1910 Johannes Dalen; Reno Township, Pope County, Minnesota, USA
Military 24 Feb 1918 WWI Army Enlistment; Minnesota Township, Roberts County, South Dakota, USA
Military 31 Jul 1918 Departure to France; New York, New York, USA
Military 18 Apr 1919–25 Apr

1919
Departure: Brest, France - Arrival Hoboken, New Jersey; Brest, France

Military 17 May 1919 WWI Army Release Date
Census-Brother 1920 Martinus Dalen; Reno Townhip, Pope County, Minnesota, USA
Misc-Brother Aug 1948 Sigurd Dalen; Visitors from MN; Marchwell, Saskatchewan, Canada
Misc-Brother Jun 1961 John Edward Dalen; Visit by brothers and sister from MN; Marchwell, Saskatchewan,

Canada
Death 18 Aug 1985 Glenwood, Pope County, Minnesota, USA
Marriage 28 Jun 1931 Pope County, Minnesota, USA
Father Johannes Dalen (1841-1913)
Mother Guri Erlandson (1856-1893)

Mother Nettie Cecelia Jellum
Birth 14 Jan 1909 Waseca County, Minnesota, USA
Census-Daughter 1910 Ole N. Jellum; Waseca County, Minnesota, USA
Census-Daughter 1920 Ole N. Jellum; Pope County, Minnesota, USA
Confirmation 24 Jun 1923 Indherred Lutheran Church, Starbuck, Pope County, Minnesota, USA
Death 8 Sep 1997 Alexandria, Douglas County, Minnesota, USA
Father Ole N. Jellum (1866-1953)
Mother Bertha Maria Kofstad (1870-1922)

Children
M Onen George Dalen

Birth 10 Sep 1933 Pope County, Minnesota, USA
Spouse Janice Evelyn Peper (1937-1994)
Marriage 14 Oct 1956 Pope County, Minnesota, USA

F John Dennis Dalen
Birth 25 Feb 1941 Pope County, Minnesota, USA
Spouse Geraldine Ruth Shores (1941- )
Marriage 20 Oct 1962 Ramsey County, Minnesota, USA
Divorce 8 Oct 1985 Clay County, Minnesota, USA
Spouse Barbara Jean Norleberg (1950- )
Marriage 25 Jun 1989 Becker County, Minnesota, USA

F MarlisAnn Dalen
Birth 19 Jan 1946 Pope County, Minnesota, USA
Spouse Ronald W Jensen (1941- )
Marriage 24 Sep 1966 Pope County, Minnesota, USA
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50th Anniversary 198125th Anniversary 1956

1980
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Thanksgiving 1977
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Otto died August 18, 1985 at Starbuck, 
Pope County, Minnesota.16, 17

Otto was buried in the Glenwood, 
Lutheran Cemetery, Glenwood, Pope 
County, Minnesota.18

Rites held for Otto Dalen, 
WWI vet

Funeral services for Otto G. Dalen, 91, a 
lifetime resident of Pope County, were held on 
Tuesday, Aug. 20, at the Glenwood Lutheran 
Church with the Rev. Otto Dale officiating. 

Mr. Dalen died at the Minnewaska Hospital, 
Starbuck on Sunday, Aug. 18. 

Honorary bearers were King Bogie, Don 
Cooley, Oberlin Dyrstad, Roscoe Gill, Adolph 
Lund, Freeman Ramberg, E.N. Stoll, and Earl 
Weisel. Pallbearers were Robert Dalen, Jim 
Dalen, Eric Jensen, Brian Entzion, Scott Stockton, 
and Tony Jellum. Interment took place in the 
Glenwood Lutheran Cemetery, Glenwood. 

Otto Dalen was born in Reno Township, 
Lowry, on Dec. 10, 1893, the son of the late 
Johannas and Gari Dalen. He was baptized and 
confirmed at St. Paul’s church, Lowry. He grew 
up in the Lowry area, and later moved to 
Glenwood. He was united in marriage to Nettie 
Jellum on June 28, 1931. Mr. Dalen enlisted in the 
Army in WWI and was stationed at Camp 
Dodge. He also served in England, France, and 
Germany. He served with the Rainbow Division 
during WWI. Mr. Dalen retired from the Soo 
Line Railroad. 

Mr. Dalen was a member of the Glenwood 
Lutheran Church, VFW, American Legion, WWI 
Barricks and Sons of Norway. 

Surviving are his wife, Nettie; three children, 
Onen of Villard, John of Moorhead, and Mrs. 
Ronald (Marlis) Jensen of Brainerd; eleven 
grandchildren; two great-grandchildren; and one 
sister Julia Weisel of Minneapolis.

 Mr. Dalen was preceded in death by his 
parents, four brothers and two sisters. 
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Nettie Cecelia Jellum
January 14, 1909 - September 8, 1997

Nettie’s Confirmation photo

Fred, Ole, Nettie Cecelia, Bertha Marie Kofstad 
Jellum Family

Nettie’s church photo
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Nettie Cecelia Jellum was born January 
14/15, 1909 at Waseca County, Minnesota.  
She was baptized February 28, 1909 at the 
Le Sueur River Congregational Church in 
New Richland, Waseca County.  Her 
parents were Ole N. Jellum and Bertha 
Marie Kofstad.20

Nettie was confirmed June 24, 1923 at 
the Indherred Lutheran Church, Starbuck, 
Pope County, Minnesota.21

Nettie Cecelia Jellum married Otto George 
Dalen on June 28, 1931.  The ceremony was 
performed at the Indherred Lutheran 
Church, Starbuck, Pope County, 
Minnesota.15

Nettie and Otto lived in Glenwood and 
Pope County through the years of their 
marriage. Nettie died September 8, 1997 at 
the Douglas County Hospital, Alexandria, 
Minnesota.22

Nettie’s birth/baptism record20

Biographical Details

1910 Census - New Richland Township, Waseca County, Minnesota23

May 3rd, 1910. Netties father was Ole Jellum, age 44, married18 years.  Her mother, Maria, 
age 40, had born 2 children with 2 living.  Her brother, Fredie was age 9, while Nettie was 
age 1.

1920 Census - White Bear Lake, Pope County, Minnesota24

In 1920, the Jellum family was now resident in White Bear Lake Township, Pope County, 
Minnesota.  

In the 1930 Census, Nettie was working as a “servant” in the household of Wesley 
Stinson. 25
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Pedigree of Nettie C. Jellum 21 July 2020
Chart no. _____
No. 1 on this chart is the same as no. _____ on chart no. _____

1 Nettie Cecelia Jellum
b: 14 Jan 1909
p: Waseca County, Minnesota, USA
m: 28 Jun 1931
p: Pope County, Minnesota, USA
d: 8 Sep 1997
p: Douglas County, Minnesota, USA

sp: Otto George Dalen

2 Ole N. Jellum
b: 18 Oct 1866
p: Minnesota, USA
m: 28 Jun 1892
p: Waseca County, Minnesota, USA
d: 11 Apr 1953
p: Pope County, Minnesota, USA

3 Bertha Maria Kofstad
b: 4 Mar 1870
p: Waseca County, Minnesota, USA
d: 1922
p: Pope County, Minnesota, USA

4 Nels Olson Jellum
b: 17 Nov 1841
p: Aurland, Sogn Og Fjordane, Norway
m: 3 Jul 1865
p: Waseca County, Minnesota, USA
d: 7 Jan 1929
p: Waseca County, Minnesota, USA

5 Sigrid Haagensdtr
b: Aug 1840
p: Norway
d: 4 Apr 1926
p: Waseca County, Minnesota, USA

6 Nels Christensen Kofstad
b: 16 Sep 1828
p: Nedre Eiker, Øvre, Buskerud, Norway
m: bef 1861
p: Minnesota, USA
d: 7 Jan 1916
p: Waseca County, Minnesota, USA

7 Eli Johnsdtr
b: 6 Jun 1840
p: Sigdal, Buskerud, Norway
d: 25 May 1876
p: Waseca County, Minnesota, USA

8 Ole Simonsen
b: 1791
p: Aurland, Sogn Og Fjordane, Norway
m: 22 Sep 1825
p: Aurland, Sogn Og Fjordane, Norway
d: 28 Feb 1876
p: Hartland, Freeborn County, Minnesota, USA

9 Marthe Nilsdtr
b: 1799
p: Aurland, Sogn Og Fjordane, Norway
d: 31 Jan 1880
p: Hartland, Freeborn County, Minnesota, USA

10 Haken Bjorkam
b:
p: Norway
m:
p:
d:
p:

11 Bertha Unknown
b:
p:
d:
p:

12 Christen Erichsen
b: 29 Mar 1772
p: Nedre Eiker, Buskerud, Norway
m: 27 May 1809
p: Kongsberg, Buskerud, Norway
d: 29 Nov 1835
p: Nedre Eiker, Buskerud, Norway

13 Ragnild Olsdtr
c: 10 Oct 1782
p: Kongsberg, Buskerud, Norway
d: 19 Nov 1850
p: Øvre Eiker, Buskerud, Norway

14 Jon Andersen
b: 1809
p: Sigdal, Buskerud, Norway
m: 22 Jan 1837
p: Eggedal,Buskerud,Norway
d: 22 Jul 1872
p: Waseca County, Minnesota, USA

15 Ingeborg Olsdtr
b: 1811
p: Buskerud, Norway
d: 26 May 1872
p: Waseca County, Minnesota, USA
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Nettie’s 
        Life 
               Story
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Nettie was buried next to Otto in the 
Glenwood Lutheran Cemetery, Glenwood, 

Pope County, Minnesota26

Nettie C. Dalen
Jan. 15, 1909-Sept. 8, 1997

Nettie C. Dalen, 88 of Glenwood 
died Monday at Douglas County 
Hospital, Alexandria.

Funeral services will be 11 a.m. 
Thursday at Glenwood Lutheran 
Church with the Rev. Andrew 
Hermodson-Olsen officiating.  Burial 
will be in the church cemetery.

Visitation will be from 3 to 8 p.m. 
Wednesday at the Hoplin Funeral 
Chapel in Glenwood and one hour 
prior to services Thursday at the 
church.

She was born Jan. 15, 1909, near 
New Richland to Ole and Bertha 
Marie (Kofstad) Jellum.  She grew up 
on the family farm in rural Starbuck.  
On June 28, 1931, she was married to 
Otto G. Dalen at the family farm.  
They moved to his homestead, near 
Lowry, before moving to rural 
Glenwood in 1937.  The couple 
farmed in the Glenwood and Villard 
area until 1944.  The couple them 
moved to Long Beach, where they 
lived on Lake Minnewaska for 49 
years.  She also worked at the 
Glenwood Community Hospital from 
1951 to 1972.

He died in August 1985.  In 
October 1994, she became a resident 
of the Hi-Rise in Glenwood.

She is survived by her daughter 
Marlis (and Ronald) Jensen of 
Brainerd; sons John (and Barbara) of 
Moorhead; and Onen (and special 
friend Dolores Hucke) of Ottertail; 12 
grandchildren and 12 great-
grandchildren.

She was preceded in death by her 
parents, her husband and a brother.
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Chapter 16

Dalen Siblings Photo 
History

Over the years, John made many trips 
back to Minnesota to visit his family and 
friends. Typically he arrived unannounced, 
at any time of the day or night.

Left-Right: Martinues, John, Otto

About 1927/28

L to R: Henry Weisel, John 
Dalen, John and Mabel Hanson, 
Otto Dalen, Herbert Hanson, 
Earl Weisel, Mary Hanson,
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About 1932
Back L-R: Martinus, John

Front L-R: Mary, Julia, Otto

The  4 Brothers - About 1957
Top L-R:

Martinus, John
Bottom L-R:
Sigurd, Otto
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Left to Right: Julia, John, Sigurd, Martinus, Mary, Otto

Dalen Reunion, about 1957
At Glenwood, Minnesota
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Left to Right:  Otto, John, Julia, Martinus
About 1957
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Front Row: L. to R.
Julia, Sigurd, Mary
Back Row: L. To R. 

John, Martinus, Otto

About 1957

Front: John, 2nd row: Julia, Mary
Back: Otto, Martinus

About 1959
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About 1959

Dalen Reunion. 
August 1963. 

St. Cloud, Minnesota
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The Starbuck Times, Aug 20, 1864
Mr. and  Mrs. Martin Dalen attended a family picnic Sunday at the Onen Dalen home on 
Lake Amelia near Villard.  Those present were Mr. and Mrs. Otto Dalen and Mr. and Mrs. 
John Cooley, Glenwood; Mr. and Mrs. Donald Cooley and family, Lowry; Mr. and Mrs. 
Mel Nelson and family, Mr. and Mrs. Carl Lindquist and family, and Mr. and Mrs. Henry 
Weisel,, Minneapolis; John Dalen, Saskatchewan, Candada, and Mr. and Mrs. Fred Jellum, 
Starbuck. 

Dalen Reunion. 
August 1963. 

St. Cloud, Minnesota

Date Unknown

Martinus, Julia, 
Otto and  John
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Dalen Reunion, August 1967
Martinus, Julia, and Otto
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Dalen Reunion (early 1970’s)
Attending the family reunion at the Otto Dalen home on May 16, were Mr. and Mrs. 

John Dalen and family, St. Paul; Mrs. Julia Weisel; Mr and Mrs. Carl Lindquist and family 
and Carol Jernburg, Mineedapolis; Mr. and Mrs. Melvin Nelson and family, Golden Valley; 
Mr. and Mrs. Ronald Jensen and family, Brainerd; Mr. and Mrs. Onen Dalen and family, 
Villard; Mr.  and Mrs. Don Cooley and family Lowry; Mr. and Mrs. Martin Dalen, 
Starbuck, and Mrs. Mabel Cooley, Glenwood.

At Julia’s senior apartment
3624 41st Ave South, Minneapolis
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Part Four:  Dalen & Erlandson Cousins
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Chapter 17

Dalen Cousins



Chapter 18

Erlandson Cousins

Erland Kristoffersen (1748-1799) had 4 children by two marriages and 11 
grandchildren born in Lesja.  Eight great grandchildren, colored in blue, left Lesja and 
emigrated to Minnesota.  The cousin photos are 1st and 2nd cousins of the Erlandsen 
emigrants. 

The families kept in touch and sent many family studio portraits and funeral cards 
to Julia Dalen Weisel

1-Erland Kristoffersen (28 Jul 1748-5 May 1799)
+Mari Fredriksdatter (10 Dec 1752-)
. . . . 2-Anne Erlandsdatter (28 Feb 1778-1818)
. . . . +Joen Hansen (30 Dec 1766-1843)
. . . . . . . . 3-Ole Johansen (30 Apr 1799-1799)
. . . . . . . . 3-Ole Johansen (15 Nov 1800-1802)
. . . . . . . . 3-Marit Johansen (16 Mar 1804-)
. . . . . . . . 3-Ole Johansen (14 Jun 1807-1828)
. . . . . . . . 3-Ingebor Johansen Loftingsmoe (23 Aug 1810-1895)
. . . . . . . . +John Eriksen (27 Dec 1805-1867)
. . . . . . . . . . . . 4-Marit Johansen (17 Dec 1830-1891)
. . . . . . . . . . . . +Tore Jørgensen (22 May 1819-1888)
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5-Mari Toresen Sveen (4 Feb 1856-16 Dec 1907)
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5-Jørgen Toresen (15 Mar 1858-1877)
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5-Johan Toresen Sveen (1 Jan 1861-1936)
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . +Kari Thorsdtr (8 Jun 1864-)
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6-Mary T Sveen (Jul 1888-)
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6-Augusta F Sveen (11 Dec 1890-)
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6-Thorald Sveen (Nov 1892-)
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6-Jennie Sveen (Feb 1895-)
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6-Thomas Sveen (Nov 1897-)
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6-Clara G Sveen (Feb 1900-)
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6-Inga Mabel Sveen (1902-)
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6-John Conrad Sveen (1904-)
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6-Myrtle Sveen (1907-)
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6-Marvin Orlander Sveen (1909-)
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5-Ole Toresen Sveen (3 Oct 1867-5 May 1945)
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . +Sigrid Eriksdatter (23 Feb 1870-23 Mar 1957)
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6-Ericktore M. Sveen (1911-12 Aug 1911)
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6-Ole E Sveen (1 Sep 1912-1 Sep 1912)
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5-Ingeborg Toresen (3 Oct 1867-1868)
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5-Iver Toresen (18 Oct 1873-)
. . . . . . . . . . . . 4-Ole Johansen (19 Feb 1834-1834)
. . . . . . . . . . . . 4-Anne Johansen (1 May 1835-)
. . . . . . . . . . . . 4-Kari Johansen (19 May 1839-)
. . . . . . . . . . . . 4-Karoline Johansen Loftingsmoe (3 Sep 1842-5 Aug 1923)
. . . . . . . . . . . . +John Olsen Holen (3 Feb 1839-22 Jan 1901)
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5-Mathias Johansen Holen (2 Aug 1871-16 Apr 1942)
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . +Annie Houge (-)
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5-Ingeborg Johansdtr Holen (11 Jan 1874-9 Feb 1960)
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . +Peter G Gandrud (-)
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5-Ella Lee Johansdtr Holen (27 May 1876-31 Mar 1940)
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . +George Tiegen (-)
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5-Ole Johansen Holen (29 Jan 1879-13 Mar 1959)
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . +Alice Jorgenson (1888-1929)
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5-Marie Johansdtr Holen (1882-1956)
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. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . +Adolph Nelson (1882-1955)

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5-Olga Johansdtr Holen (1885-27 Aug 1936)

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . +John Guy Hockett (1885-1957)

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5-Clara Johanna Johansdtr Holen (1889-1973)

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . +Walter E Gilbert (19 Oct 1883-10 Nov 1947)

. . . . . . . . . . . . 4-Johan Johansen (1846-aft 1875)

. . . . . . . . . . . . 4-Eli Johansen (1850-)

. . . . . . . . . . . . 4-Ole Johansen Loftingsmoe (2 Oct 1853-5 Mar 1925)

. . . . . . . . . . . . +Maria Toresdtr (10 Dec 1853-1896)

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5-Johan O. Loftingsmoe (16 Mar 1880-23 Mar 1880)

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5-John Theodore Loftingsmoe (24 May 1881-3 Aug 1966)

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . +Marie Stavem (9 May 1893-9 Jul 1963)

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6-Marion Lois Loftingsmoe (19 Mar 1932-)

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5-Ida Marie Loftingsmoe (24 Apr 1883-26 Nov 1945)

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5-Henry Oliver Loftingsmoe (28 Jul 1885-13 Oct 1885)

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5-Henry Loftingsmoe (15 Aug 1886-8 Dec 1959)

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5-Edwin Loftingsmoe (30 Oct 1890-23 Feb 1891)

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5-Minnie Elise Loftingsmoe (3 Jun 1892-16 Aug 1974)

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . +Alfred Martin Anderson (3 May 1888-30 Dec 1964)

. . . . . . . . 3-Marit Johansen (31 Mar 1813-)

. . . . . . . . 3-Anne Johansen (8 Jun 1815-1830)

. . . . . . . . 3-Kari Johansen (18 Jun 1817-)
+Ingeborg Pedersdatter (27 Jan 1756-30 Sep 1838)
. . . . 2-Anne Erlandsdatter (16 Nov 1780-)
. . . . 2-Marit Erlandsdatter (29 Oct 1783-)
. . . . 2-Kristoffer Erlandsen (14 Dec 1787-bet 1865 and 1875)
. . . . +Guri Olsdatter (1795-Jun 1830)
. . . . . . . . 3-Erland Kristoffersen (30 Dec 1823-11 May 1907)
. . . . . . . . +Marit Johnsdatter (18 Aug 1826-1918)
. . . . . . . . . . . . 4-Kristian Erlandsen (22 Jan 1849-15 Nov 1905)
. . . . . . . . . . . . +Christense Jakobie Monsdatter (7 Aug 1851-18 Mar 1918)
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5-Martinus Erlandsen (12 Feb 1877-28 Feb 1877)
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5-Petra Margrete Erlandsen (28 Jul 1878-18 May 1971)
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . +Ole Evenson (16 Sep 1861-25 Jan 1944)
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6-Ludvig John Evenson (19 Dec 1895-11 May 1960)
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6-Edna Marie Evenson (11 Aug 1897-18 Mar 1976)
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6-Selma Constance Evenson (1 Oct 1899-2 Sep 1992)
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6-Ruth Delphine Evenson (18 Jul 1902-21 Feb 2006)
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6-Baby Evenson (17 Aug 1900-28 Aug 1900)
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6-Edward Evenson (13 Oct 1903-29 Nov 1991)
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6-Clifford Arthur Evenson (6 Oct 1905-1 Jul 1995)
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6-Avanal Evenson (16 Dec 1907-28 Jan 2003)
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6-Willy Evenson (30 Dec 1909-19 Aug 1911)
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6-Ellen Evenson (19 Dec 1912-16 Oct 1971)
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6-Emil Ernest Evenson (3 Nov 1913-7 Nov 2002)
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6-Othella Evenson (10 Sep 1915-9 Dec 1923)
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6-Lyle Evenson (5 Aug 1917-2 Oct 1925)
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6-Arnold Harris Evenson (20 Sep 1919-19 Oct 1996)
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6-Marvin Evenson (14 Dec 1921-29 Oct 2006)
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6-Mildred Evenson (14 Dec 1921-5 Dec 2005)
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5-Einar Alfred Erlandsen (25 Apr 1880-14 Jun 1955)
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . +Agnes Arneson (3 Apr 1887-25 Mar 1920)
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . +Anne Bolstad (13 Jan 1888-20 Sep 1960)
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5-Anna Marie Erlandsen (26 Dec 1883-1946)
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . +John P Hovey (Dec 1874-1964)
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6-Erwin Hovey (1908-)
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6-Raymond Hovey (13 Jan 1909-)
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6-Ruby Hovey (25 Jul 1910-)
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6-Gordon Hovey (22 Feb 1915-)
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6-Clara Rosella Hovey (22 Dec 1917-16 Apr 2001)
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5-Peter Martin Erlandsen (30 Jan 1886-27 Feb 1962)
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . +Katherine Nagel (12 Dec 1898-27 Feb 1970)
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. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5-Julia Margrette Erlandson (13 May 1888-13 Aug 1973)

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . +Daniel McAllister (31 Mar 1895-31 Mar 1979)

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5-Henry A Erlandson (20 Sep 1889-11 Feb 1963)

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . +Tacla Josephine Benson (abt 1891-30 Aug 1993)

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5-Clara Josephine Erlandson (24 May 1891-9 Jul 1921)

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . +Axel Wm Donnely (abt 1885-)

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6-Delphine Alberta Donnely (18 May 1912-27 Mar 2003)

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5-Nellie Louise Erlandson (22 Jan 1893-aft 1910)

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5-Gilbert Cornelius Erlandson (30 Jul 1895-3 Dec 1982)

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . +Alice Hunter (9 Nov 1900-1982)

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6-Arvid Eugene Erlandson (abt 1923-)

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6-Virgil W Erlandson (22 May 1925-17 Oct 1981)

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6-Joyce Erlandson (abt 1927-)

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6-Maris Erlandson (1928-)

. . . . . . . . . . . . 4-Johan Erlandsen (23 Mar 1851-12 May 1932)

. . . . . . . . . . . . +Anne Olsdatter Pladson (6 Dec 1847-13 Jul 1922)

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5-Erland Erlandson (21 Jan 1880-3 Jul 1962)

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . +Caroline Deraas (10 Jun 1888-11 Jun 1953)

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6-Agnes Josephine Erlandson (2 Mar 1920-)

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6-Margaret Irene Erlandson (12 Feb 1925-)

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5-Olga Erlandson (Feb 1882-17 Jun 1950)

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . +Laurence Rollufson Bremseth (30 Sep 1873-aft 1945)

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5-Mary Anne Erlandson (6 Jul 1884-4 Aug 1965)

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . +Charles Frank Shermak (5 Mar 1888-3 Sep 1942)

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5-John Alfred Erlandson (23 Apr 1887-19 May 1959)

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . +Clara Johnson (20 May 1886-3 Jun 1981)

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5-Minnie Charlotte Erlandson (7 Apr 1891-24 Jan 1986)

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . +Henry Adolph Myher (15 May 1889-30 Apr 1948)

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6-Dale Sherman Myher (abt 1918-)

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6-Alvera H Myher (1920-)

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6-Vern Marvin Myher (est 1925-9 Oct 1927)

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5-Edwin Erlandson (26 Jul 1893-24 Nov 1951)

. . . . . . . . . . . . 4-Ole Erlandsen (29 Sep 1853-26 Feb 1928)

. . . . . . . . . . . . +Marie Andreasdatter (17 Jun 1848-16 Nov 1929)

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5-Olga Margrete Erlandsen (18 Mar 1878-13 Jun 1879)

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5-Einar Alfred Erlandsen (11 May 1879-26 Feb 1880)

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5-Olga Margrethe Erlandsen (5 Jan 1881-17 Feb 1973)

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . +Jacob Heinrich Lindboe (22 Apr 1873-9 Mar 1967)

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6-Gunvor Lindboe (1 Jan 1904-15 Jul 1981)

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6-Jacob Lindboe (7 Oct 1909-5 Dec 1975)

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5-Einar Aril Erlandsen (9 Aug 1883-30 May 1974)

. . . . . . . . . . . . 4-Guri Erlandson (21 Feb 1856-29 Dec 1893)

. . . . . . . . . . . . +Johannes Dalen (20 Feb 1841-22 Oct 1913)

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5-Marit Dalen (1 Sep 1877-7 Jan 1961)

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . +Hans M. Hanson (11 Jun 1872-27 May 1950)

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6-Gina Marie Hanson (13 Feb 1904-16 Feb 1904)

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6-Mabel Johanna Hanson (26 Oct 1905-1 Jul 1997)

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6-John George Hanson (16 Jul 1907-3 Jun 1935)

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6-Herbert Melford Hanson (23 May 1912-5 Apr 1937)

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6-Walter Sidney Hanson (2 Dec 1916-11 Dec 1916)

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6-Infant Hanson (22 Nov 1918-22 Nov 1918)

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5-John Edward Dalen (7 Jun 1881-30 Nov 1979)

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . +Mina Norden (13 Nov 1886-19 Dec 1944)

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5-Sigurd Dalen (22 Feb 1883-16 Jun 1961)

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . +Betty Johanna Högberg (5 Sep 1891-Mar 1975)

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6-Jolia Dalen (24 Dec 1915-3 Jan 1916)

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6-Walter Otto Dalen (12 Mar 1917-19 Feb 1993)

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6-Beatrice Dalen (23 Oct 1918-5 Nov 1918)

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6-Bertil Cornelius Dalen (30 May 1920-Jul 2004)

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5-Emil Dalen (2 Mar 1885-2 Jul 1939)

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5-Martinus Dalen (5 May 1887-21 Jan 1975)

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . +Inga Emelia Bakko (17 May 1896-28 May 1931)
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. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6-Inga Magdalene Dalen (24 May 1931-23 Aug 1993)

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . +Rosa Rasmussen (1 Oct 1900-5 Dec 1993)

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5-Julia Dalen (13 Aug 1889-18 Sep 1989)

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . +Henry George Weisel (23 Mar 1884-15 Feb 1967)

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6-Earl William Weisel (16 Mar 1917-3 Nov 2017)

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6-Glen Marvin Weisel (24 Apr 1920-29 Apr 1920)

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5-Gina Dalen (2 Nov 1891-12 Sep 1894)

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5-Otto George Dalen (10 Dec 1893-18 Aug 1985)

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . +Nettie Cecelia Jellum (14 Jan 1909-8 Sep 1997)

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6-Onen George Dalen (10 Sep 1933-)

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6-John Dennis Dalen (25 Feb 1941-)

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6-Marlis Ann Dalen (19 Jan 1946-)

. . . . . . . . . . . . 4-Mathias Erlandsen (1 Feb 1858-14 Dec 1889)

. . . . . . . . . . . . +Gurine Kjønstad (May 1855-22 Apr 1928)

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5-Einar Alfred Erlandson (23 Jul 1884-12 May 1980)

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . +Marguerite L. Bliss (28 Mar 1890-9 Jul 1979)

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5-Jenny Erlandson (12 Sep 1886-4 Nov 1967)

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . +Theodore Gryte (1885-1 Nov 1918)

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6-Ellen Gertrude Gryte (23 Jul 1918-2 Dec 1986)

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5-Henry Erlandson (5 Feb 1888-5 Sep 1972)

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . +Alice Peterson (4 Mar 1893-18 Oct 1985)

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6-Mildred Erlandson (21 Sep 1920-29 Nov 2014)

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6-Winston Erlandson (9 May 1927-19 Nov 2008)

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5-George Melvin Erlandson (13 Mar 1889-30 Nov 1971)

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . +Minnie Holen (19 May 1885-24 Apr 1975)

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6-Wallace Emerson Erlandson (27 Jun 1915-12 Nov 1994)

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6-Gertrude Marie Erlandson (3 Apr 1917-28 Jun 2018)

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6-Agnes Marjorie Erlandson (5 Nov 1918-3 Aug 2012)

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6-Gordon Whitefield Erlandson (10 Sep 1923-8 Dec 2009)

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6-Harold Abner Erlandson (5 Apr 1925-24 Jan 2021)

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6-George Luverne Erlandson (21 Mar 1927-6 Nov 2022)

. . . . . . . . . . . . 4-Marit Erlandsdatter (16 Sep 1860-16 Jan 1930)

. . . . . . . . . . . . +Anders Anderssen Klepp (2 Feb 1851-bet 1920 and 1925)

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5-Einar Aril Klepp (5 May 1900-11 Mar 1944)

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5-Synøve Klepp (1901-13 Dec 1937)

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5-Gustav Klepp (abt Feb 1903-10 Nov 1972)

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . +Josephine Martha Hepper (abt 1903-)

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5-Melvin Klepp (1905-)

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . +Rhodie Smith (28 Feb 1896-25 Feb 1931)

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6-Dale Melvin Klepp (20 Nov 1929-18 Dec 1929)

. . . . . . . . . . . . 4-Edvard Erlandsen (4 May 1863-22 Mar 1865)

. . . . . . . . . . . . 4-Edvard Erlandsen (2 Jul 1865-8 Oct 1867)

. . . . . . . . . . . . 4-Johan Olaf Erlandsen (16 Dec 1867-2 Jan 1945)

. . . . . . . . . . . . +Gurine Kjønstad (May 1855-22 Apr 1928)

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5-Math Eddy Erlandson (23 Jan 1896-10 Dec 1906)

. . . . . . . . . . . . 4-Erland Erlandsen (28 May 1870-Apr 1871)

. . . . . . . . 3-Ole Kristoffersen (31 Oct 1826-6 Apr 1900)

. . . . . . . . +Anne Johannesdatter (12 Mar 1837-18 Mar 1877)

. . . . . . . . . . . . 4-Guri Olsdatter (29 Apr 1860-13 Jan 1891)

. . . . . . . . . . . . +Mathias Pederssen (27 Nov 1860-1941)

. . . . . . . . . . . . 4-Mathias Olsen (8 Aug 1861-1924)

. . . . . . . . . . . . +Rebekka E. Amble (16 Jun 1871-aft 1910)

. . . . . . . . . . . . +Ragna Skogsaas (13 Feb 1880-)

. . . . . . . . . . . . 4-Marit Olsdatter (1864-1884)

. . . . . . . . . . . . 4-Karl Johan Olsen (3 Sep 1870-1943)

. . . . . . . . . . . . +Alfhild Wilhemsdatter (22 Nov 1877-)

. . . . . . . . . . . . 4-Bridt Olsdatter (1873-1960)

. . . . . . . . . . . . +Knut Pederssen (1858-1932)

. . . . . . . . . . . . 4-Ole Olsen (7 Jan 1877-1948)

. . . . . . . . . . . . +Hanna Karlsdatter (1876-)

. . . . . . . . 3-Ole Kristoffersen (8 Feb 1830-16 Feb 1830)
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Sons,  daughters and grandchildren  of 
Erland Kristoffersen → Kristian Erlandsen (1849-1905)

Petra Margrete Erlandsen (1878-1971) and Ole Evenson (1861-1944) Family

L to R: Edward Evenson, Martinus Dalen, Edna and 
Ruth Evenson, Einar Alfred Erlandson (1880-1955)

Sally and Petra Erlandson Evenson



268

Ole and Petra Evenson and family, 
with Julia and Martinus Dalen in back on left

Julia Dalen and Avenal Evenson (1907-2003)

Peter Martin  Erlandson (1886-1962)
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Sons and Daughters of
 Erland Kristoffersen → 

JohannErlandson (1851-1932)

Minnie C Erlandson Myher
1891-1986

Olga Erlandson Bremseth
1882-1950

& Ida J Thompson Johnson
1882-1978

Olga Erlandson 
Bremseth

1882-1950
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John Alfred (1887-1959) and 
Clara  Johnson (1886-1981) Erlandson

Granddaughters Margaret (1925) and 
Agnes J. (1920) Erlandson. Daughters of 
Erland Erlandson

Sons and Daughters of Erland Kristoffersen→ 
Mathias Erlandson (1858-1889)    

Jennie Erlandson Gyrte
1886-1967
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Henry & George Melvin Erlandson
1888-1972 - 1889-1971

 George Melvin Erlandson
1889-1971
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Funeral Cards
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